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Making
Christmas Memories

The greeting cards have all been
sent, the Christmas rush is through.
But, I still have one question to ask, a
personal one for you...what are your
Christmas memories made of? Nine
times out of ten, most people I know
answer that question with one word -
family. Many traditions you remember
as a child were started with those who
came before you, your parents and your
grandparents.  Those are probably
among the Christmas traditions most
dear to you today.

[ recall watching Santa’s sleigh on
the news and wondering how close
he was to Polkton, as we all ran and
jumped in bed in anticipation of his : . ' .
arrival. My brother Chip would usually wake us very early in the morning, at around 2 or 3 a.m. because he was
too excited to sleep. We didn’t seem to mind it much, as we were just as excited!

Christmas Eve was special to me, and still is. 've spoken about our Christmas Eve service at Polkton United Methodist Church,
how we all took part in the program, sang Christmas songs, listened to scripture readings, exchanged gifts, and left with a brown
paper sack full of fruit, nuts and candy. My sisters and I were wearing our “Christmas dresses,” made with love by Grandma
Thomas. In the weeks leading up to Christmas Eve we would spend many an hour remembering our lines for the program,
rehearsing and rehearsing until we each had them memorized. Even work like that was fun, as we prepared for the church event.

Afterwards we would ask mama, “Can we open our gifts?" "Just one,” she would say as she handed out the gift she chose
for us to open. Inside were usually new PJ’s, which always seemed to be softer and warmer on that particular night and
looked pretty cute in our Christmas morning photos when we remembered to make them.

Looking back now it was pretty uneventful by today’s measure, but those memories are some of the most magical I recall.
We were just a house full of kids and a mama, and we were indeed, just fine, spending wonderful Christmases together. We
were certainly lucky and didn't truly realize how much so at the time. Thank you mama.

Whatever your traditions include, from baking cookies and building gingerbread houses, trimming the tree, singing carols,
wrapping gifts, enjoying a cup of eggnog or hot apple cider, watching holiday movies and television shows or just sharing stories
about Christmases past, know that those traditions will one day become the memories you share with those who are near and dear.

My traditions were simple and yours may be very much different. Either way you make Christmas memories, know they
will live on in your heart and in the hearts of those you love, forever. With each new year all memories become evermore dear.

Christmas in a small town is, in my opinion, a wonderful, beautiful time. Pictured here are my girls, Majorettes by
Melanie, in their fifth Anson County performance since September. “Making Christmas Memories” was presented at home,
in the majestic Ansonia Theatre. The annual Christmas show was held on December 17, and many beautiful memories
were made. These memories will be among my newest, but also become some of my fondest. By Melanie Lyon

FFA Club in Career Development Competition

The Future Farmers of America Club recently traveled to Forest Hills High School to participate in the FFA Career
Development Event Competition.

Sarah Johnson, Agriculture Education/FFA Advisor at Anson High School, said, "We traveled to Forest Hills High School
on December 3. FFA is making strides this year, and [ am extremely excited about the support we have received and the gained
interest in the students. From having 2 hour practices in the student parking lot; rain or shine, cold or hot the students had
their eyes set on coming home with a win! CDE's are career development events that allow FFA members to explore options
in agriculture. Students have the opportunity to compete in various events such as floriculture, livestock, dairy, horse and many
more options. Congratulations to Natia Mclver who placed third in the girls divisional tractor driving competition.
Congratulations to all of those FFA members who went and competed. Ilook forward to the spring contests."
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Look out guys...this girl
can drive a tractor! Natia
Mclver placed third in
FFA tractor  driving
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We've built our reputation on more
than just quality
construction. The great relationships
“we've built with our customers are the
true foundation of our continued
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To Midland

Two Locations 3900 Hwy. 24/27 ‘
Serve You: 704-888-8801

You Don’t Have To Live With It!

That “searing, burning pain” in your thigh and calf...that “aching,
numbing” feeling in your hip and buttocks...that “tmghng in your
foot and toes and loss of balance... -

It interferes with your ability to walk, to
ride a bicycle, play golf, garden...to have
FUN IN LIFE!

Leg pain, thigh ache and numbness,
and tingling in the foot may actually be
caused by a pinched back nerve even
though you have NO back pain - it
could even be Sciatica.

Dr. Dial is an expert at finding the
CAUSE of your leg pain and numbness
and CORRECTING IT...

..WITHOUT THE USE OF
DRUGS OR SURGERY!

WADESBORO CHIROPRACTIC

207 Morven Road *- 704-694-7246

Dr. Bian Dial

www.wadesborochiro.com
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Accepting New Patients
| Accept Most Insurances

L 704-694-3618

-- Timber Sales

-- Real Estate Brokerage
-- Forest Management

-- Wildlife Management
-- Reforestation Services
-- Prescribed Burning

-- Herbicide Applications
-- Forest Mgmt. Plans
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o]ly Allison Kiker, OD - Timber Appraisals
-- GIS Consulting
1134 Holly Street (On Highway 74 across from Forbes Jewelers) Owned &
Wadesboro Phone: 704-694-3618 Operated by

Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30-5 & Friday 8:30-3:30 \Jason B. Kiker
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Forestry Consultants

As a forest landowner, you are fortunate to

have a valuable asset. However, how well

you manage your timberland affects what it

will produce for you, your family, and heirs.

Let Kiker Resource Management help you
improve the quality of your timberland and get
the most for it! Contact us for a free consultation.

www.kikerforestry.com
(704) 694-6436




