Wendy Efird of the Rotary Planetarium Witnesses Space Launch

In a release
from the Rotary
Planetarium
and Science
Center in
Wadesboro:
What better way
to spend a vaca-
tion away from
school than to
be invited as a
VIP guest to the
launch of the
Mars  Science
Laboratory?
That is exactly
what  Wendy
Efird, Rotary
Planetarium and
Science Direc-
tor, did during
the week of
Thanksgiving. Wendy was invited as a guest of the Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory in Pasadena, California to attend mission brief-

Earth to Astronaut Wendy...we need
you back at the Planetarium!

water and air access two hours before liftoff. The launch view-
ing site was approximately 4 miles away from the pad, but
was the closest viewing site allowed. The excitement of
watching the launch clock tick down, second by second,
brought back sweet memories of the many moon missions
and landings that she had seen throughout her lifetime. It was
truly a once in a lifetime opportunity.

Due to the generosity of the Wadesboro Rotary Club and
the Rotary Foundation, Wendy’s expenses for the trip were
funded.

The launch of the Mars Science Laboratory (MSL) took
place on Saturday, November 26 from Cape Canaveral Air
Force Station, which is adjacent to the Kennedy Space Cen-
ter in Florida. It is an unmanned mission via an Atlas V rocket
that held a car-sized rover named Curiosity. MSL was a joint
adventure of JPL, American scientists from various laborato-
ries across the United States, Canadian, Spanish, Russian and
German scientists as well as the Kennedy Space Center. The
planned arrival will be August 2012, with a precise guided
entry and powered sky crane descent employed to place Cu-
riosity on the Martian surface. Curiosity will be able to roll
over obstacles 25 inches high, and can travel 660 feet per
day. It has six wheel drive, a rocker-boogie suspension sys-
tem, and cameras mounted on a mast to help the team on

ings at the Kennedy Space Center prior to the
launch as well as the launch itself in Florida.

Wendy was a product of the Space Age
and grew up watching John Glenn, the
Apollo missions, the first walk on the moon
from her black and white television, and the
tragedies of the Space Shuttle disasters, wit-
nessed by her roomful of science students
during the 1980’s.

The excitement of the invitation to attend
a launch and be a VIP guest was just phe-
nomenal. During the week, briefings were
held for invited guests to learn about what
would occur during the launch as well as an
informative session about the laboratory that
was six years in the making.

The day of the launch consisted of a 3 a.m.
wake-up time and a 5 a.m. bus trip to the
Space Center. Wendy was on the first bus out
of the meeting place for guests at the Space
Coast Station, spring training home of the
Washington Nationals. On the bus were
many of the people involved in the actual con-
struction of the Mars Science Laboratory

Earth select targets and driving routes.

Mars also has two other rovers that
were launched in 2003, however Curiosity is
much more advanced with high tech com-
puter and analysis equipment. MSL’s power
generator produces electricity from the heat
of plutonium. During the launch, spectators
were advised of the risk of exposure to nu-
clear materials in case of problems during
liftoff. Radiation meters were scattered
around the area to monitor any type of ab-
normal radiation readings.

During the twenty-three months
(one Mars year) after landing, Curiosity will
analyze samples drilled from rocks or
scooped from the ground as it explores,
assesses and characterizes its landing site
region. Much like a robotic field geologist
and mobile geochemical and environmen-
tal laboratory, its assignment will be to in-
vestigate whether conditions have been
favorable for microbial life and for pre-
serving clues in the rocks about possible
past life. Curiosity will provide us with

which was being launched. They were equally

excited to see their work of six years finally come to fruition.
Even though the launch was scheduled for after 10 a.m.,

security requirements shut the Space Center down, restricted

new data for understanding Mars as a po-
tential habitat for life, past and present. Wendy will anxiously
await on August 2012, but seriously doubts Curiosity will find
any green aliens on the Martian surface!

All Day Friday - All You Can Eat
CAPTAIN ]):

Calabash Shrimp
Country Style Fish

Shrimp Fish

$79 S5

126 West Caswell Street in Wadesboro

C&M Avutro SupPLY
Highway 74 West in Wadesboro * 704-694-5167
ONLY LOCALLY OWNED
AUTO PARTS HOUSE IN ANSON COUNTY
Install Wiper Blades

Large Inventory of
Automotive &
Heavy Duty Truck Parts

Custom Make Hydraulic Hoses
Tractor Parts Available
LOCAL DELIVERY TO AREA BUSINESSES!

Auto Plus Op ened in 19 76
Only quality name brand parts...at a competitive price!

Legislative Update

From Rep. Frank McGuirt: The General Assembly
returned to Raleigh again this week (December 5th) for
a three-day session that produced very few results. The
session began at 8 pm Sunday night, I know because |
was there. The Senate left shortly after midnight Tues-
day and the House finished its business that afternoon.
In between, the Senate voted to repeal the Racial Jus-
tice Act, a measure the governor is now considering for
veto. The House approved a cap on the gas tax, for
which I voted. The cap was passed after the Senate had
adjourned, so they were not able to approve the change.
A measure that would have provided counties some flex-
ibility in managing their health and human services
agencies failed to pass a procedural vote.

The session would have allowed the consideration of a
new gaming deal with the Cherokee Nation in western
North Carolina. The 30-page consideration approved by
the governor and tribal leaders was not complete in time
for us to fully review and consider it before adjournment.

Since adjourning regular session, legislators have been
called into special sessions for nearly four work weeks. Each
day of session costs the state an estimated $50,000, so we
have already reached nearly $1 million just in administra-
tive costs for these largely unproductive special sessions and
additional sessions have already been scheduled for Febru-
ary and April. It is a disgrace and a disservice to the tax-
payers of North Carolina that the House majority continues
to waste their tax dollars.

Nearly three dozen laws that passed earlier this year went
into place on December 1st.

* A new law requires repeat DWI offenders to receive min-
imum prison sentences of 1-3 years and fines of up to
$10,000 in some cases. The court could require electronic
alcohol monitoring of some offenders. “Laura’s Law” is
named after 17-year-old Laura Fortenberry of Gaston
County. She died last year in an accident involving a driver
with several DWI convictions. (S.L. 2011-191)

e Cars driven by a suspect charged with a felony for a po-
lice chase can now be seized by your sheriff. The vehicle
can be sold if the suspect is convicted of the felony, with

the proceeds going to the schools. (S.L. 2011-271)
e [t is now illegal to dismember a body to hide a crime or ev-
idence of an unnatural death. The law followed the death of
Zahra Baker, a 10-year-old girl from Hickory who was dis-
membered. Her stepmother, Elisa Baker, pleaded guilty in
September to second-degree murder and was sentenced to
prison. (S.L. 2011-193)
¢ Criminal investigators must now turn over any evidence in
all felony cases. The law is intended to help defense attor-
neys get material from law enforcement and crime labs
sooner than they might otherwise. (S.L. 2011-19)
e Juveniles convicted of nonviolent felonies can now have
their records cleared if they stay out of trouble until they are
adults. The law applies only to first-time offenders and has
a number of requirements and exceptions. Two state law
enforcement commissions would still have access to the ex-
punctions. (S.L. 2011-278)

Other changes include:

HAPPY NEW YEART\

Did Christmas leave you
broke for the new year?

K

WE CANHELP!

Wtides Home

+ Gar Repair Improvement
\VATV'S < Property Taxes

+ ehicles ' You Name It!

If you’ve been turned down for a loan, give us a try!
We have one of the highest approval rates around!

Loans from $300 to $7,500 JUST ASK!

BAsIc FINANCE, Inc
913 East Caswell Street + Wadesboro

\ 704-694-3619 Formerly Thrift Loan )

e Fuller reporting of previous
names and name changes by
people who must file in the
state as sex offenders

¢ Tougher penalties for peo-
ple who intimidate or inter-
fere with witnesses.

e Allowing probation officers
to carry concealed weapons
without a permit.

For a full list of new laws,
visit www.ncleg.net. Under
the heading on the left titled
“News and Information,”
click on the item titled
“2011 Legislation with Ef-
fective Dates.”

Please contact me if I can
be of any assistance, and I
wish you and your family a
very Happy New Year.
919-715-3007,

Offee-Space for Leaseat 203 West Morgan Steet. Express Buikling

| Room Office: Recently renovated. Includes all utilities. Features common area
waiting room outside o office. $300 per month

3 Room Suite: Renovated, includes all utilities. Features common area waiting
room outside of office. 8750 per month

i Room Suite: Renovated, includes all utilities. Features common area waiting
room outside of office. $1,000 per month

Call 704-681-5716

Frank.McGuirt@ncleg.net

CLASSIFIEDS

Opox INSURANCE AGENCY, INc,
Life and Health Insurance

Brakes/Mufflers

REAL ESTATE |

| REAL ESTATE |

1 & 2 BR APARTMENTS
in  Wadesboro - $275 &
$325/month 1-800-329-8338

tfn
HOUSES FOR RENT
Crider & Crider Properties
704-694-3030

tfn
2 & 3 BEDROOM HOMES
for rent in Polkton, $400 to
$450 per month + deposit.
Cable access. 704-272-8014

9-29xtfn
FOR RENT 2 bedroom, 2
bath mobile home on 3 acres
on 109 North. $450 per mo,
$400 deposit 704-694-7893

11-23xtfn
UPTOWN OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT in Express Build-
ing. Renovated 4 room suite, 3
room suite & 1 room suite.
Great location. 704-694-2480

11-16xtfn
NEW DOUBLEWIDE 2011
Schult/Clayton 3 bedroom, 2
bath EnergyStar model! Fin-
ished sheetrock! $49,900 in-
cludes setup, heat pump, vinyl
skirting, 2 deck steps. Pay-
ments start at $375/mo WAC!
5% down. Haselden Homes
Cheraw 843-921-9173

1-4x1chg
CREDIT PROBLEMS? Huge
selection of bank reops! Singles
& doublewides. EZ financing,
low downpayments! Haselden
Homes Cheraw 843-921-9173

1-4x1chg
NEW CLAYTON 16x80
huge singlewide! 3 bedroom, 2
bath EnergyStar model $32,900
+ setup costs! Haselden Homes
Cheraw 843-921-9173

1-4x1chg
GOVERNMENT
FINANCE PROGRAM

10% down payments on new
Clayton homes! Credit scores

We buy mobile homes! Top
dollar paid! $$$ Haselden
Homes Cheraw 843-921-9173

1-4xIchg

| SERVICES |

QUALITY
JEWELRY REPAIR
at Forbes Jewelers
704-694-5814

Jeff Burr

KL ilesville, NC

ROBBIE HILL os,

FOUR-A
LOADER WORK

Specializing in Driveways & Light Grading,
Hauling Road Base, Topsoil & Cypress Mulch,
Slate & Granite Driveway Rock.

704-695-4721

BURR GRADING, INC.

Hauling Rock, Sand, Mulch,
Topsoil, Base Grading & Clearing,

Trenching, Seeding & Mulching,

Equipment Transportation.

Res: 704-848-8368
Mobile: 704-695-5767

Catalytic Gonverters - Shocks

SERVICES FOR SALE |
CHECKS CASHED « Senior life 50- o Medi .
Free with purchase at Forbes LIKE NEW Senior e 50, 8 Meicae Supplements c“s‘nm n“al Ema“s‘ ' Tle nnlls
Jewelers. . beside  CVS APPLIANCES * Basy Issue Life -85  (AnyAge) . R .
’ WheelB d! R
704-694-5814 with warranty now for o Guaranteed Issue 0-85 ¢ Power Wheelchairs & ee ea"“gs rwe"am ena“
FOR SALE || sale at wholesale | W Universal Life 085  Medical Equipment AND MORE !!7 CALL or COME BY
e 100, oy | Prices. Anson Tractor EXHAUST e Caudie
ushion taupe couch 100, | & Equipment  Co. BN \WORKS 397! Hvw 74West
black table & chair dinet set Call Wally Thomas 704 694 3250 35 Years Expenence Across fiom School Bus Garage [FITEL .
$75. More info 704-694-8740 704-694-2375
—— 9 vy 0 905)5@
Vi AU' STIN S 7 @ GUY + SALE « TRADE — i
i ncocn ml T C o}
Mechanical ervice, nc. VILLAGE PAWN & GUN SHOP E == (— ] E E =
Craig Austin 1207 East Caswell Street - Hwy. 74 i -] & — ;
NC Lic 423639 Wadeshoro, NC 28170 == $0%
s 704-694-6266 » Fax: 704-695-1203 (-] es BE <:3
RUUD =
: Over 1500 Guns In Stock! La lection of e g
S LG TR0l | Crm it s | | T G S
: www.vlilagepawnandgunshop.com - @»
DAVIS uperior
? _ aﬂ Sidewalks - Driveways
DY HOME REPAIR\”; Sup Saping - Shabs
/e Interior / Exter}olr Painting G@‘D’p @@@ And ALL Your
( . TextAurAed Ceilings * Sheet Rock Other Concrete Needs!
. \X/"mdowls) . Sldlr;sg(/ . le;oﬁrll\%I . Cl;lo;fmg * Decks ¢/ @ @ Ws L
ressure Washing ® Much, More! . "o '
#Spring Repair @ New Doors Dennis’ Concrete Finishing
FREE ESTIMATES @ Door Service @ Operator Repair 15 Years Experience
TR o ALY @ New Operators @ Remotes Leslie Denals Res: (704) 826-8037
a?Ie]l: "704251158-09??“ Shawn EIJI'y 704-985-8 823 Owner Cell: (704) 695-2984

W. RANDALL CLINE,
D.D.S. & ASSOCIATES

General, Cosmetic & lmplant Denfistry
6604 E. Marshville Blvd.

Let us provide your
community quality service.
Bl We provide commercial and
residential service in Anson!

Yours Truly
Garbage Service
Residential Rates: $30/mo

There is an additional $25 fee for recyclables
(grass, wood and limbs)

Nendall Construction & Tickin

Licensed Contractors (NC & SC)
New Construction ¢ Remodeling
* Insurance Claims o Decks « Vinyl
o Windows  Roofing * Sand & Gravel
* Bull Dozer & Back Hoe Work

"Robbins ¢ Associates
Insurance Agency, Inc.

John |. Ballard, Jr.

e Account Executive

500 N. Church Street (28112)
P.O. Box 1458, Monroe, NC 28111

Marshville, NC 28103

704-624-6300
www.marshvilledentist.com

575-600. We’ve got the pro-
gram for you! Haselden
Homes Cheraw 843-921-9173

1-4x1chg

Commercial Rates:
$95/mo - Small Bin ¢ $175/mo - Large Bin

704-294-1076 (Anytime) » 704-694-2693 (After 10 p.m.)

Larry Kendall - 703-694-8255 o Max Kendall: 703-694-8005

Office: 704-694-3738

704-226-1300 (Phone)

704-690-0181 (Cell) - 704-226-1320 (Fax)
john@robbinsandassociates.com




