
JANUARY 12 
Reunited Once Again! 
New Grove Baptist Church Choir invites all surrounding 
churches & choirs to a program of voices & praise together 
at 2:30pm. 1782 Poplar Hill Church Rd, Polkton. 
JANUARY 19 
Channing Eleton Family at Deep Springs Baptist 
Church, 1908 Deep Springs Church Rd, Peachland, at 
10:30am. Channing has played with award-winning groups 
like Phil Cross & Poet Voices and Gold City. 
ONGOING 
Addiction Recovery Support group meets every Sunday, 
6pm at Harmony Community Church, located at 1984     
Pulpwood Yard Rd in Peachland. 704-272-7410 
Bible Study Every Wednesday night at 7pm at New Grove 
MBC. Need a ride? Call 704-272-8884 
Bible Study At Sneedsboro Church, Wednesdays, from 
6:30-7:30pm, everyone invited 

 

JANUARY 21 
Board of  
Commissioners Meet 
6pm in Board Room, Suite 
209, in Government Center, 
101 S Greene St in uptown 
Wadesboro. Meetings are 
available online at 
youtube.com, search for 
Anson Commissioners. To appear, sign up prior to meeting. Info 704-994-3201. 
ONGOING EVENTS 
After School Program Kid Cafe Mon-Fri from 2:30-5:30p.m. at the Burnsville
Recreation & Learning Center, 704-826-8737 

C&M
AUTO SUPPLY

Your Locally Owned  
Auto Parts Store

HWY 74 WEST  WADESBORO • 704-694-5167
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THE CHURCH CALENDAR IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY THESE SPONSORS

1134 Holly Street 
Wadesboro   

(On Hwy 74 across from CVS)     
Mon-Thurs 8:30-5 

Closed Fridays  

OPTOMETRIST 
Dr. Holly Kiker, OD

Now Accepting New Patients 
 We Accept Most Insurances 

Comprehensive  
Eye Examinations 

Contact Lens Services 

Advanced  
Retinal Imaging 

Fashion Eyewear

704-694-3618

Dr. Andrew Tran

MARSHVILLE FAMILY DENTISTRY  •  7260 EAST MARSHVILLE BLVD. (HWY 74)

FAMILY FRIENDLY 
FULL-SERVICE PRACTICE 

SPECIALIZING IN COSMETIC DENTISTRY

We work with various dental insurance 
companies, such as, Metlife Dental, 

UnitedHealthCare Dental, Delta Dental, 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of North 

Carolina Dental Plan, to make your 
dental care more affordable. 

Ask about our affordable  
in-house insurance plan.

INVISALIGN!  
A More  

Comfortable  
and Convenient  

Way to Straighten  
Your Teeth

The Clear Alternative to Braces

MARSHVILLE SPA 
 IS NOW OPEN!

 

In Marshville Family Dentistry

BOTOX • FILLERS 

ESTHETIC PROCEDURES

COME SEE US AT OUR NEW LOCATION...  
7260 EAST MARSHVILLE BLVD.

Dr. Mallori Watson 
Dr. Brian HoangAccepting New Patients Now

Coming from Anson County, we are  
on the left before you get to Food Lion

PUBLIC HEARING ANNOUNCEMENT BY: 
Sandhills Community Action Program, Inc. 

• Montgomery County:  The Public Hearing will be held on   
Thursday, January 16, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. via Teleconference. 
The Conference Number is: 1-844-875-7777, Enter Code: 4259133 
 
• Richmond County:  The Public Hearing will be held on   
Thursday, January 16, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. via Teleconference. 
The Conference Number is: 1-844-875-7777, Enter Code: 4259133 
 
• Moore County:  The Public Hearing will be held on  
Thursday, January 16, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. via Teleconference. 
The Conference Number is: 1-844-875-7777, Enter Code: 4259133 
 
• Anson County:  The Public Hearing will be held on  
Thursday, January 16, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. via Teleconference. 
The Conference Number is: 1-844-875-7777, Enter Code: 4259133 
 

The purpose of this hearing is to allow the citizens of each county 
an adequate opportunity for involvement in the planning, 
implementation, evaluation and assessment of the Community Service 
Block Grant Program applied for and administered by Sandhills 
Community Action Program, Inc.  It is with the intent to file an 
application for the 2025-2026 Community Service Block Grant 
Program funding. It is mandatory that we hold these meetings to 
ascertain the views, comments, questions, and proposals on how the 
funds will be utilized. 
 

The purpose of the Community Service Block Grant is to provide a 
range of services and activities having a measurable and potentially 
major impact on the causes of poverty in those 
areas of the community where poverty is a 
particularly acute problem. 
   For further information, please contact our 
office at 910-947-5675, ext.#106.

You Decide: Will the DOGE Succeed?  
 

One of the initiatives of the upcoming Trump administration is the “DOGE,” - the
new Department of Government Efficiency. Its stated goal is finding unneeded
government spending to be recommended for elimination. With an annual federal
budget of $7 trillion - 46% higher than prior to the pandemic - and with almost $2 trillion 
of it borrowed, it might appear the DOGE will have an easy time finding millions, if
not billions, of spending that could be cut with no harm to government services. 

But will it? Prior to becoming an academic, I spent time working in the business sector 
in the furniture industry, and also in the government sector, at both the city level in
my hometown of Cincinnati and with the federal government. So even before I studied
the economics of private businesses and public governments, I understood that the
incentives, goals and operations of each were very different. Recognizing and under-
standing these differences will be crucially important for making the DOGE a success.

The incentives of a private company are simple. First, owners of a private company,
which can be a single person, a partnership or numerous investors, are using their
own money. Owners of a private company strive to sell a product or service consumers 
want. The owners charge a price that covers the costs of the product or service, with
some funds remaining to provide a profit to the owners. Profit is the reward owners
receive for taking the risk of operating a company. 

Automatically built into these incentives is efficiency in the production of products or 
delivery of services. If the company can make the product or deliver the service at a 
lower cost, this leaves more money remaining for profits. Yet at the same time, if the 
owner cuts corners too much, such that the product or service is not as good, consumers 
will shift their buying to alternative companies. Hence, the combination of the profit
motive and competition keeps costs lower and moderates prices in private companies.

Government is entirely different with many different incentives. First, those who
decide on government products and services, such as elected officials and people who
manage the government products and services in the federal bureaucracy, are not
using their own money.  They are using taxpayers’ money or money the government
has borrowed. Operators of private companies have their own money at risk or the
money of investors who can choose to sell their investment if they aren’t pleased.
Taxpayers don’t have that option. 

Second, there is no profit motive because profits don’t exist for government
programs. Third, there is no competition, especially at the federal level. If a person
doesn’t like the products or services provided by the federal government, there is no
alternative provider. The only option is to move to another country. However, at the
state and local levels, there are numerous alternatives, allowing people to “vote with
their feet” if they are unhappy with state or local programs or services. 

Hence, in government work there is no automatic motivation to be efficient, as there
is for private companies. Indeed, if a government employee makes recommendations
to cut costs in delivering programs, the employee may be opposed because cutting
costs could mean job or salary losses. 

While DOGE may go through the thousands of federal programs and identify
those that are wasteful - in DOGE’s evaluation - the ultimate solution may be more
fundamental. Can incentives be introduced into the management of government
programs such that efficiency and effectiveness become objectives? 

One way discussed in the past is introducing competition. The U.S. Postal Service is 
a good example. Originally funded by the federal government, the Postal Service is now 
totally self-funded and must compete with other companies for delivering parcels and 
packages. However, the Postal Service is still the only entity allowed to deliver mail. 

Going even further in this direction is the idea of privatization. This approach means
taking governmental programs and putting them out to bid to private contractors. The
entity with the best bid wins the contract for a specified number of years. Knowing
there is a limit on the contract motivates the company to be efficient and effective.
Many cities, including New York City and some in North Carolina, have used this
method for trash pickup. Yet for privatization to work, there must be an easy and
obvious measure of performance. For trash the performance metric is easy: Was the
trash picked up and delivered to a landfill or incinerator? 

Still, there may be ways to instill efficiency and effectiveness into government
programs. The key is developing understandable performance measures for programs.
Importantly, the measures must be ones that cannot be manipulated. As an example,
consider a federal program targeted at improving the academic performance of young
students, where there are numerous ways the funds can be spent. The federal staff
administering the program could be told that for every percentage point improvement
in the test results of the students, staff salaries are increased by 1 percent. This would
give staff an incentive to research the best way for improving academic performance
and for spending the funds in the most effective way.   

  Of course, all federal
programs don’t have
easily measured objec-
tives. But this might
be another area for
recommendations and
improvement from the
DOGE. 

To an economist
like me, my conclusion
is the DOGE needs to
go beyond simply
saying, “cut this, cut
that.” Instead, have the
DOGE also make
recommendations for
changing the incentives
of operating govern-
ment programs to
provide motivation for
effective and efficient
management. Could
this approach work?
As always, you decide,
and Happy New Year. 

Mike Walden is a
William Neal Reynolds
Distinguished Professor
Emeritus at North
Carolina State University.

Thank you  
for reading  
The Express!


