Thread Trail Questions and Answers

Here are some questions and answers about the Thread Trail:
e What is a greenway? A greenway is a corridor of undeveloped land preserved for recre-
ational use or environmental protection. The Carolina Thread Trail initiative is an effort to en-
courage 15 counties in the south-central piedmont of North Carolina and north-central South
Carolina to create a large, interconnected trail and greenway system.
e What will the Carolina Thread Trail link together? 2.3 Million People Over 40 Destinations;
7,300 Square Miles; 15 Counties; 2 States
e How will the Carolina Thread Trail benefit our communities? It will: 1) Support economic
prosperity by attracting and retaining new employers to the area; 2) Promote tourism; 3) Fos-
ter the joining of diverse communities; 4) Serve as an alternative means of transportation; 5)
Encourage healthy lifestyles; 6) Aid in fresh air and clean water preservation; 7) Promote per-
manent conservation of nature and wildlife habitats; 8) Increase awareness and visitation of cul-
tural and historical venues; 9) Create a sustainable Carolinas legacy for generations to come;
10) Educate our children through the use of outdoor classrooms; and 11) Connect our chil-
dren to nature.
e What counties are envisioned to be part of the initiative? Anson, Cabarrus, Catawba, Chero-
kee, Chester, Cleveland, Gaston, Iredell, Lancaster, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Rowan, Stanly,
Union and York
e Who is leading the effort? The Catawba Lands Conservancy, in partnership with local land
trusts and community partners, is the lead agency for the Carolina Thread Trail.
e What is the role of the Carolina Thread Trail? The leaders of the Carolina Thread Trail play
three roles. They help provide a vision for a system of connected trails and greenways through-
out the 15-county region and they facilitate getting communities together to share this con-
nected vision. They provide funding by raising private capital that will be given out in grants
to communities for planning and building segments of The Thread. Finally, they provide as-
sistance in sourcing state and federal funding and in accessing technical expertise required to
build trails and greenways.
e How long will the trail take to build? The Thread will develop over time as individual trail and
greenway projects guided by a regional projects, vision, grow together. Funding and expertise
from the Carolina Thread Trail will accelerate individual efforts and facilitate linkages. Key link-
ages will occur in the next few years and the network will unfold over the next 10 to 20 years.
o Which Trails will become the Carolina Thread Trail? The Thread Trail will focus on corridors
that provide the connecting legs of a regional trail system. It will link individual local greenway
and blueway projects through a "green interstate" network. Not every trail in a community will
be part of The Thread-only key legs.
e How will The Thread be funded? The Thread Trail will be financed with both private donations
and public funding. The project's funding model was developed following two years of planning
and study of regional greenway projects in the US. The funding model starts with a pool of pri-
vate dollars that will be given as grants to local communities. These dollars provide the incentive
for planning, design, land acquisition, and construction of greenways that will eventually link all
15 counties in the region to each other and to other greenway systems outside the region.
o How safe will it be? Safety along greenways and trails is of the highest importance. There is
little evidence to support the fear that these natural spaces encourage criminal activity. In fact,
evidence supports the notion that greenways, trails and converted rail beds may actually dis-
courage crime and vandalism in many areas. These areas no longer serve as places for peo-
ple to hang out, dump trash, vandalize or engage in criminal activity because there is too great
a risk that they will be discovered.
e How will land be acquired for The Thread? A guiding principle of the Carolina Thread Trail
is “respect for the land and respect for the land owners”. As communities determine the lo-
cation of their segments of The Thread, they will have alternative routes to consider that in-
clude public lands or property owned by willing landholders, including developers who want
to offer this amenity to their neighborhoods. The following is the Carolina Thread Trail posi-
tion statement regarding eminent domain: 1) The Carolina Thread Trail is a private non-profit
entity that has no governmental power, such as eminent domain. 2) Any decision to exercise
eminent domain is at the discretion of the community’s governing body. It is very seldom uti-
lized for trails. 3) While the decision to exercise eminent domain is not within the Carolina
Thread Trail’s purview, our organization does not support its use for creating trails and green-
ways. 4) Some local governments choose to adopt trail plans with language indicating that they
will not utilize eminent domain in the development of their trails. 5) The Thread is planned,
built and owned by the communities. Community participation is voluntary, and planning is
collaborative and based on citizen input. Planning guidelines encourage routing The Thread
across public land or rights of way or using land or rights of way acquired from willing landown-
ers. The Thread is a long term project that is being built as opportunities long-term for im-
plementation of trail segments arise over time.
o Are there other regions where this kind of trail has been successfully built? There are very suc-
cessful, large-scale trail systems in St. Louis, Indianapolis, Detroit and several other communi-
ties across the U.S. Nearby, the Palmetto Trail traverses South Carolina, from the mountains
of Oconee State Park in the west to the Atlantic Ocean just north of Georgetown. Addition-
ally, the Mountains to Sea Trail traverses several large sections of North Carolina between
Clingman's Dome in the West all the way to Jockey's Ridge State Park near the Atlantic Ocean.

For more information call 704-376-2556 ext 216 or visit www. CarolinaThreadTrail.org.

Website Workshops for Small Business Owners in Anson County

Website workshops are starting up again for small business owners in Anson County. Cre-
ate your own website and learn how to make the changes and updates yourself. No matter how
small, every business needs a website. Nowadays customers are looking online for businesses.

We all need to think bigger than Anson County. For some businesses in Anson County
there simply are not enough customers. Denise Beachum at Fancy Crafts & Granny Hollow
Pottery has had a website for several years. She gets a lot of Anson County customers, but
knows she needs to market outside the county. She gets customers from Charlotte who come
to her gift shop in Uptown Wadesboro when they find her business after searching online for
a “North Carolina gift shop.” Danny Beachum of Beachum Landscaping Materials has cus-
tomers from areas outside of Anson calling him to deliver driveway gravel or red mulch because
of his website. The Forever Inn Bed & Breakfast wouldn’t survive on just Anson County cus-
tomers. Having a website is crucial. Each of these Anson County businesses are marketing
to Anson County, all of North Carolina, and the world with their websites.

So...learn how to do it yourself, don’t wait for someone to do it for you and send you a bill.
Own your domain name and website. Search engine and online directory submissions are es-
sential and are included in the 4 classes. It’s very important that you claim your listing on the
major search engines and local directories so customers can find you.

Workshops include 10 to 12 hours of class time (4 class meetings) and are limited to a max-
imum of 4 to 6 people. The fee for the workshop is per website so the class can be taken by
a couple or two people from one business. You'll have a published website at the end of the
four classes.

To sign up or for more details contact Merrie Datin at 704-695-1304 or email ml-
datin@yahoo.com.

Burnsville Recreation & Learning Center Events for January

¢ Emergency Food Pantry, Wednesday mornings at 9 a.m. This is for families in a short time crisis.
e USDA Food Distribution, Tuesday after the 4th Sunday of each month at 9 a.m. You will
need to qualify.

e Computer skill classes for adults and seniors. BRLC is a Job link Access Point for people
who are looking for work. Call 704-826-8182 or 704-826-8737.

e Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration, Monday, January 16 at 12 noon. Lunch will be pro-
vided. The community is invited to attend this celebration.

¢ God Love You Block Party, Saturday, January 28, 11 to 1:30 p.m. Food, games, music and
much more. The entire family is invited. Hosted by Hopewell UMC, Harmony Community
Church and others. For more information or if you would like to participate contact Pastor
Paul McClure at 704-272-7219.

THE EXPRESS ¢ January 11, 2011 * Page S
Openings for
Singers in the
Anson Singers
Community Choir
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The Anson Singers Com-
munity Choir has begun spring
rehearsals. Anyone in Anson
or surrounding counties is in-
vited to join the choir. The
choir is co-sponsored by the
Anson County Arts Council
and the First United Methodist
Church, and is directed by

Looking for licensed
Cosmotologist,
Nail Technicians &
Massage Therapist.

Emily Litaker Privette. .

This spring they will join If interes ted
with the Stanly County !
Chorale in a presentation of p I ease contact...
Mendelssohn’s Elijah.

There is a small cost for
music and other necessary
materials. There are open-
ings in every section for so-
prano, alto, tenor and bass.
Come be a part of this excit-
ing musical opportunity!

For more information call
the First United Methodist

Mrs. Joanne Tanner
704-475-3804
JoanneTanner46 @yahoo.com
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Church at 704-694-5170.
Chamber of

CommerCf.: foers Did Christmas leave you
Advertising

. broke for the new year?
Opportunity

WE CANHELP!

The Anson County Cham-
ber of Commerce has adver-
tising opportunities available
in  their = Chamberlines
Newsletter and on the Cham-
berlights insert. 450 copies of
The Chamberlines is sent out
each month. The Cham-
berlights is an insert that goes
in to the newsletter with a free
feature in one month'’s issue.

There are two spaces
available in the newsletter at
$15 a month or $165 for 11
months. The Chamberlights
has four spaces available at
$25 a month or $250 for 10
months. This is on a first
come first serve basis.
Don’t miss your opportunity
to put your marketing dol-
lars to work for you. Please
contact the Chamber by
calling 704-694-4181.

\ Home
Improvement

VATV'S < Property Taxes
+ Uehicles ' You Name It!

If you've been turned down for a loan, give us a try!
We have one of the highest approval rates around!

Loans from $300 to $7,500 JUST ASK!

BAsic FINANCE, Inc

913 East Caswell Street - Wadesboro
\ 704-694-3619 Formerly Thrift Loan )

+ Gar Repair

Office Space for Lease at 205 West Morgan Street (Express Building

1 Room Office: Recently renovated. Includes all utilities.
waiting room outside of office. $300 per month

Features common area

3 Room Suite: Renovated, includes all utilities.
room outside of office. $750 per month

Features common area waiting

4 Room Suite: Renovated, includes all utilities.
room outside of office. $1,000 per month

Call 704-681-5776

Features common area wailing
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kate spade
NEW YORK
Locally Owned
& Operated
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_«>>- ANSON FAMILY
 OPTOMETRIC, PLLC.

Accepting New Patients
Accept Most Insurances

Hollsor;‘Kiker, oD 704_ 6 94_ 3 6 1 8

1134 HOlly Street (On Highway 74 across from Forbes Jewelers)

Wadesboro Phone: 704-694-3618
Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30-5 & Friday 8:30-3:30
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PDS. & Associxrs VLLAGEPAWN & GUNSHOP| = o= & 3 ::*
REAL ESTATE | FOR SALE - ! ) E %
S L E I L SRRLI General, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 1207 East Caswell Street.- Fiwy. 74 I—< MRes = i
in  Wadesboro - $275 & APPLIANCES 6604 E. Marshville Blvd Wadesboro, NC 28170 “ < 8%
$325/month 1-800-329-8338 ith t for sale at ©. - 704-694-6266 * Fax: 704-695-1203 3
A I Ly e Marshville, NC 28103 Tue e {::
HOUSES FOR RENT tor & Equipment Co. Call 704-624-6300 Over 1500 Guns In Stoc!c. Large selectfon of z = =} l:g
Ammo. Top Dollar Paid for Gold or Silver. =
Crider & Crider Properties | Wally Thomas 704-694-2375 www.marshvilledentist.com - 1op iounsh ’ | &
704-694-3030 www.vitagepawnandgunshop.com @
tfn
2 & 3 BEDROOM HOMES
for rent in Polkton, $400 to Bu RR GRADI NG' INc. by 9 by SMPWﬁW Sidewalks ..I]rhﬂm_“'
$450 per month + deposit. Jeff B"rr m UST}[N S m Stamping - Slabs
Cable access. 704-272-8014 - ratoalon oo wnd ALL Y.
9-29xtfn % Lilesville, NC Mechanical Service, Inc 480 AL 200
: o Other Concrete Needs!
bath mobile home on  sérs 1o anling Rock, Sand, Mulch, Craig Austin Doors |
on 109 North. $450 per mo, opsoi, base LUrrading carng, o Gorut ; 5 g . .
$400 deposit 704-694-7893 Trenching, Seeding & Mulching, NCRL-fijf;%” : gp""g flepalr @ gew Dt°°'; , DE/”HS Goncrete FﬂISﬁ!ﬂy
11-23xfn Equipment Transportation. ] o0rSeivice  SODSBtROpAT 15 Years Experience
UPTOWN OFFICE SPACE o —rrr— assMilskl 704 €04 7803 @ Neivi . O pracatiis @ Rimoates Leslie Dennis Res: (704) $26-8037
FOR RENT in Express Build- > ~0536- Polkton, NC = = : e ;
ing. Renovated 4 room suite, 3 Mobile: 704-695-5767 a— Shawn Eury 704"985'8823 Duer O () 692904

room suite & 1 room suite.
Great location. 704-694-2480

Services | |l ROBBIE HILL m H(R&%‘Rgl’?&m‘» Nendall Construction & Ticking Robbins | SSOCAlat?S
FOURA e o Excror P N Licensed Contractors (NC & SC) ol
' . nterlor terlor amtmg
JEwggﬁs% REPAIR LOADER WORK * Textured Celings » Sheer Rock New Construction ¢ Remodeling John |. Ballard, Jr.
at Forbes Jewelers Specializing in Driveways & Light Grading, X \X/"lndowls)° Sldm\g{; }}}izofzrﬁ'clgogmg" Ded(s/ o [Insurance Claims o Decks ¢ Vin“ e Account Executive
704-694-5814 ‘ Hauling Road Base, T\ ypress Mulch, IRt S e o Windows e Roofing ¢ Sand & Gravel 500 N. Church Street (28112)
1-11xtfn Slate & Granite Driveway Rock. P.O. Box 1458, Monroe, NC 28111
CHECKS CASHED | [ eniiit= N e S * Bull Dozer & Back Hoe Work 704-226-1300 (Phone)

Free with purchase at Forbes
Jewelers, beside CVS
704-694-5814

+ FOR ALL YOUR HAN
Hank H. Davis -

704-695-4721

AN NEEDS!
Owner

Cell: 704-218-0951

Larry Kendall - 703-694-8255 o Max Kendall: 704-694-8005
Office: 704-694-3738

704-690-0181 (Cell) - 704-226-1320 (Fax)
john@robbinsandassociates.com




