Pee Dee National Wildlife Refuge

On a cool January day a few years ago, I found myself with a friend on a board-
walk walking through a serene forested wetland, with a cool breeze blowing across
the water and through the trees. I spotted a red-headed woodpecker searching for
lunch on a hollowed out standing snag. I watched as he made his way from tree to
tree, enjoying the leisurely pace of the day as much as [ was.

On another trip to this same special location with two other friends, I saw a va-
riety of songbirds in a restored native grassland, including indigo bunting and red-
winged blackbirds. A drive along Brown Creek resulted in the sighting of several
great blue-herons and great egrets, followed by one quick glimpse of a muskrat.
On yet another visit, [ was able to see hundreds of ducks in flight over a protected
wetland on the Pee Dee River. This is the same place [ wrote earlier about spotting
four wood storks several years ago. This special place is not somewhere private
and secret, but is instead open and available to everyone to enjoy.

We have a great resource nearby in the Pee Dee National Wildlife Refuge in
Anson County. If you've never been, it is really worth a trip. There is a wide variety
of wildlife you can observe. It is a particularly great place to go birding, as there
are thousands of waterfowl that make the refuge their home in winter months. Pee
Dee Refuge includes 8,500 acres, and has a diverse landscape. The distinct habitats
include bottomland hardwood forests, pine forests, mixed pine-hardwood forests,
croplands, old fields, wetlands and open waters.

In 1934 a local farmer and goose hunter named Lockhart Gaddy retired from
hunting, and decided to establish a goose refuge on his private pond. That year,
nine wild Canada geese wintered on the pond. The wintering flock steadily grew
each year, and by 1954, over 10,000 James Bay Canada geese were wintering
on his pond. “Gaddy’s Wild Goose Refuge” became a popular destination for peo-
ple and geese. In 1952, visitors from 47 states and 11 foreign countries signed
the guest log.

The crowds of geese and people at Gaddy’s brought notoriety to Ansonville. The
town became a destination for waterfowl hunting and wildlife observation. In the
1960’s, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service decided to acquire lands near Mr.
Gaddy’s sanctuary. The initial goal was to expand protection of the James Bay
Canada goose flock and other waterfowl in the area. Farmlands adjacent to Brown
Creek and the Pee Dee River were purchased as part of the conservation effort.
Pee Dee National Wildlife Refuge was established in 1963, to provide habitat for
wintering waterfowl and other migratory birds.

Unfortunately the James Bay Canada geese no longer flock here in large num-
bers. But several hundred of them might be seen in a good year. Overall, the
refuge continues to be a great place for waterfowl, and over 10,000 ducks and
geese winter here each year.

The refuge strives to manage lands for the benefit of migratory shorebirds, wad-
ing birds, marsh birds and
land birds. These activi-
ties include managing
wetlands, forests, old
fields and open waters to
provide habitat for nearly
200 different migratory
bird species.

Judy’s Tax Service

For Hometown Service

Storytime And More... ’
Every Tuesday ¢ See Us In 2018!
at the Library + ELECTRONIC FILING

"« DIRECT DEPOSIT (Federal & NC State)

Hours: Monday - Friday 9 am - 6 pm
Saturday 9 am - 12 pm

102 South Rutherford Street « Wadesboro, NC

704-694-6342

The Hampton B. Allen
Library features Storytime
for children every Tuesday
at 10 a.m. This program
is free and an enjoyable
learning experience for
children.

For more information
call 704-694-5177.
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45— ANSON FAMILY
OPTOMETRIC, PLLC.

Accepting New Patients

a
Holly Allison

We Accept Most Insurances Kiker, OD

1134 HO]ly Street in Wadesboro (On Hwy 74 across from Forbes Jewelers) ¢ /.
Mon-Thurs 8:30-5 & Friday 8:30-12:30 704-694-3618

Nexplanons &
\ Intrauterine Devices

LARGC:s are devices that are implantable, for years of
uninterrupted contraceptive effectiveness. Get it and forget it!

Anson County Health Department offers 2 kinds of LARCs:

* NEXPLANON is a matchstick size, flexible rod that implants under the
skin on the upper arm. It provides 3 years of protection.

* INTRAUTERINE (INSIDE THE UTERUS) DEVICES are available in
three different brands. Paragard for 10 years protection, Mirena for 5 years of
protection, and Skyla for 3 years of protection. | Funded by Title X Reproductive Realth |

OUR MEDICAL PROVIDER IS ABLE TO IMPLANT ANY OF THESE DEVICES

Call 704-694-5188 or visit the Anson County Health Department
110 Ashe Street in Wadesboro

Doesn’t Your Child Deserve a Choice?

The North Carolina Opportunity Shcho’lérship

is GIVING you another choice in Education!

Your family may qualify to send your school-age children to TABERNACLE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL for FREE!
This is a golden opportunity for families that would love to have their children receive a superior education in a
distinctively Christian atmosphere. Visit www.TCSmonroe.com for the details about how to apply for this

great opportunity for your child. THE DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS MARCH 1, 2018

(704) 283-4395

Call today for belp!
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North Carolina State Education
Assistance Authority

Tabernacle Christian School | 2900 Walkup Ave. Monroe NC 28110 | www.TCSmonroe.com



