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We were created for communities and formed for families.
Nobody is required to fulfil their destiny alone.
You were born for a purpose, and you were made to belong.

WHAT TO EXPECT AT LAMB OF GOD CHURCH
« A FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT « MANY OUTREACHES TO GET
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* SAFE & CREATIVE PROGRAMS ~ * RELEVANT & PRACTICAL
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Join us every Sunday at 11am & Wednesday at 6pm

THE EXPRESS ¢ February 14,2024 « Page 2

Wadesboro Native, Playwright Gage Tarlton, Wins Prestigious Theater Festival

Barter Theatre will present its 24th Annual Appalachian Festival of Plays & Playwrights (AFPP) this year
from Thursday, February 22 through Sunday, February 25. Barter’'s AFPP is the only playwriting festival of its kind,
featuring stories about Appalachia or written by Appalachian playwrights native to the region or who reside
in a state along the mountain range.

Each year, only six winning playwrights are selected from among a couple hundred submissions to have their
new works featured in a series of staged readings by Barter’s resident acting company members. Included among
the six is a playwright selected from Barter’s Black Stories Black Voices initiative, which cultivates Black writers,
theatremakers, and their stories.

Gage Tarlton, who is originally from Wadesboro and currently resides in Brooklyn, New York, is one of the
six selected playwrights.

“At 90 years-old, Barter ranks as one of this country’s oldest professional theater companies, but we are always
innovating,” says Nicholas Piper, who directs Barter’s Appalachian Festival of Plays & Playwrights. “Barter continues
to develop new American plays in the heart of Appalachia, elevating regional stories and voices to build an essential
canon of work about our mountains, our land, and our people. The AFPP is one of our most generative programs
and beloved by our audience and writers.”

Selling out annually, the festival’s favorite feature among attendees is audience engagement. Each reading is
followed by a moderated discussion with the playwright, select theater professionals, and audience members who
are invited to share comments, pose questions, and complete surveys about the works. In this way, playwrights receive
feedback from fellow artists and local Appalachians, which helps them to further develop and refine their new works.

Nestled in the beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains of Southwest Virginia not far from the Tennessee border, Barter
Theatre will celebrate its 91st Anniversary in 2024 and more than two decades producing the AFPP.

Gage Tarlton’s Sons That Wear Dresses and Mothers That Love Sweet Potatoes, a play about gentrification,
the price of love, and learning to move forward: When Malcolm returns home to Durham, North Carolina for
Thanksgiving, he soon discovers that his mother is moving out of their bookshop home, where he and his sister grew
up. New apartments are being built in its place. Across the street, twenty-somethings Toby and Shay run on treadmills
at Planet Fitness. They're not real friends - just gym friends. When their worlds collide at the local gay club, they're
taken on a journey that alters their relationship to their community, to each other, and to themselves.

GAGE TARLTON is a writer and director from North Carolina, currently living in Brooklyn. In his writing, he
interrogates content and form through complex stories about queerness, sex, and internet culture. He has been
featured in The New York Times, Variety, Deadline, Playbill, TheaterMania, The Brooklyn Rail, Out Magazine, and
LGBTQ Nation. His work has been developed with Arterial Projects, La MaMa ETC, Victory Gardens Theater, The
Kennedy Center, PlayMakers Repertory Company, Queen City New Play Initiative, and Kenan Theatre Company.
He was a finalist for the 2022 UCross + The Blank Theatre’s Future of Playwriting Prize, a 2019 Kennedy Center
Playwriting Fellow, a 2023 finalist and 2020 semifinalist for The O’Neill’s National Playwrights Conference, a 2023
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semifinalist for the Princess Grace Award playwriting fellowship, a 2023 honorable
mention for the Neukom Institute’s Literary Arts Award for Playwriting, a recipient of
distinguished achievement from the Kennedy Center American College Theatre
Festival, and a 2020 semifinalist for the Playwrights Foundation’s Bay Area Playwrights
Festival. He received a B.A. in Dramatic Arts from UNC-Chapel Hill and is a member
of the Dramatists Guild. He is represented by Farrah Cukor at United Talent Agency.

The annual festival was founded 24 years ago and has developed dozens of
new plays, many of which have gone on to be published and produced across the
United States following their debut on Barter’s stage. These include celebrated plays
like Frank Higgins’ Black Pearl Sings! (which went on to become one of the most

il k& i B professionally produced plays in America) and Doug Pote’s Keep on the Sunny Side
o Pl 3 _ (which tells the story of America’s First Family of Country Music, the Carter Family);
Sable L. Toney, Esq. both were first developed in the Festival. Many notable artists and established writers

continue to engage with the Festival. Last year’s 2023 AFPP featured new works by
the Pulitzer-nominated Audrey Cefalyand Grammy-winner Ketch Secor.

w T 114 West Wade Street This year’s schedule of AFPP winners and selected works to be read:
, il e Thursday, February 22, 7pm: Snakeroot by Levi Shrader
b .T () A E \ Wadesboro, NC 28170 « Friday, February 23, 11am: Girl on a Hill by Cris Eli Blak
s — : Phone: (980) 286-2928 e Friday, February 23, 3pm: The Bad Guy by Jen Diamond
= Fax: (980) 346-5173 — e Saturday, February 24, 11am: Mountain Mamas by Daryl Lisa Fazio
LAW, PLLC . e Saturday, February 24, 3pm: Sons That Wear Dresses and Mothers That Love
Email: info@stoneylaw.org Sweet Potatoes by Gage Tarlton
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e Sunday, February 25, 1pm: Go Tell It On the Mountain by Catherine Bush

You Decide:
What Went Right to Prevent the 2023 Recession?

The 2023 economy ended with a bang. In the last three months of the year, real
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gross domestic product — meaning the value of everything produced in the economy
after adjusting for inflation — rose a respectable 3.3% on an annualized basis. For the

Accepting

New Patients entire year, real gross domestic product increased 2.5%, higher than in 2022 and

exactly the same as in 2019. The jobless rate also remained under 4% in 2023.
We Accept Yet a year ago, the majority of economists — including this one — predicted that
2023 would be a difficult year, likely culminating in a recession. In a recession, real

Most Insurances gross domestic product falls and typically the unemployment rate rises. Obviously, this

didn’t happen in 2023. As a result, 2023 was a big “miss” by economists. So what

704-694-3618 was so right about the 2023 economy, and what was so wrong with many economists’

predictions? And why were economists so pessimistic about 2023 to begin with? The

Call for an appointment today simple answer is history. The Federal Reserve, the central bank of the country and
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typically simply called the Fed, is the key institution behind efforts to moderate inflation.

40 years. When this happens, the Fed uses its powers over interest rates and the money

supply to slow down spending, thereby taking the pressure off prices and leading to a
more normal inflation rate.

The Fed does this by raising interest rates and pulling money out of the economy.

In the last two years, the Fed raised its key interest rate to the highest level in 17 years,

and it has reduced the money supply by almost a trillion dollars. The Fed’s efforts have

paid off. After reaching an annual inflation rate of over 7% in 2022, the annual inflation

: rate is now 3.4%. The problem is that such strong measures by the Fed usually result

Holly Allison Kiker, OD in a recession. Indeed, since World War I there’s only been one exception.

— Locally Owned & Operated As we all know, in recent years the inflation rate has reached levels not seen in
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1134 Holly Street in Wadesboro (0n Hawy 74 across from CVS) e 2y s 1 Another factor driving economists’ 2023 predictions of a bad economy was the path
Mon-Thurs 8:30-5 & Closed Fridays  704-694-3618 - of ail prices in 2022. For most of the year oil prices rose, partially due to the ongoing

war in Ukraine. Since oil is such a key factor in the economy, higher prices for oil and

The Award-Winning Ansonia Theatre Presents:

its derivatives can often spark an economic slowdown or an outright recession.

A third factor was business costs, especially for workers. The pandemic dramatically
changed the labor market, ultimately resulting in significant increases in labor costs.
Indeed, in 2021 and 2022 labor costs increased at their most rapid pace in almost
50 years. The logical conclusion was businesses would eventually need to reduce their
labor force to pare overall costs. Laying off workers would increase unemployment and
decrease household income, both ingredients that often create a recession.

But now we know none of these factors led to a recession. Jobs have continued to
expand and unemployment has remained low. Oil prices peaked in 2022 and today

Directed bv Tommy Wooten are lower than when the war in Ukraine started. And despite the efforts of the Fed,

consumers are still spending more. What happened to upend the dire predictions? World
oil supplies actually increased in 2023, mainly due to record U.S. oil production and
Russia’s ability to work around sanctions to find buyers for its oil. Despite rising labor
costs, businesses continued to hire. And amazingly, consumers bought more and more.

It’s the last factor — consumer spending — that is the key, since that spending
accounts for 70% of economic activity. A drop in consumer spending leads economies
into a recession. For example, consumer spending fell 7% in the COVID-19 recession
and declined 3% in the “subprime” recession of 2008-09. In 2023, consumers spent
5% more. As consumers spent, companies sold more, and as companies sold more,
additional workers were hired. This reinforcing circle kept the economy going. The
typical script when the Fed raises interest rates wasn'’t followed by the economic actors.
And — unfortunately for their forecasts — economists were expecting the typical script.

How were consumers able to defy the odds and keep spending in 2023? Simple:
They were able to draw down on COVID money injected into the economy in 2020
and 2021. Estimates indicate households had excess savings of over half a trillion dollars
during those years, thanks to several federal stimulus programs and a lack of spending
opportunities while COVID rules were still in place. Then, with the economy largely
open in 2022 and 2023, consumers tapped those funds to propel buying. With the
savings surplus almost depleted near the end of 2023, consumers supplemented their
spending with borrowing. However, debt payments and delinquencies on those loans
have only recently approached pre-pandemic levels.

The big mistake economists made was not recognizing how COVID and the federal
government’s reactions to the pandemic would change the traditional economic rules.
Never before has the government intervened so quickly and so massively to deal

with an economic crisis as it did with COVID. Over $6.5 trillion, equal to $20,000
per person, was rapidly pushed into the economy during 2020 and 2021. Much of it
went to households so they could maintain their lifestyles during this traumatic
and uncertain period.

The question for 2024 is, are we now back to the traditional economic rules? With
COVID-induced spending now in the past, will economists’ forecasts of no recession in
2024 now be accurate? Or has the economics profession missed something else that

will also make this rosy prediction wrong? You decide.
Mike Walden is a William Neal Reynolds Distinguished Professor Emeritus at North
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East Polkton School Alumni Motown Review and Dinner

The East Polkton School Alumni are hosting a Motown Review and Dinner on
Saturday, March 23, from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Harvest Ministries Event Center
in Wadesboro.

For tickets, or if you would like to participate, call 704-408-2729. Please leave
call back information.
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