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111 South Washington Street in Wadesboro 
In the former Wadesboro Fire Department

Laid back Beer Garden offering  
North Carolina beers...on tap...and to go.  

Selection of local wines and craft cocktails!

What’s on tap this week...

Wine Wednesday  
5-9pm 

ThirstyThursday  
3-9pm 
Friday  
3-9pm 

Craft Cocktail Saturday  
12-9pm 
Sunday  
12-8pm

WE SELL APPLIANCE PARTS
HIGH QUALITY    LOW PRICES

MARTIN FURNITURE 
Highway 74 West in Wadesboro 

704-694-3185    Mon-Fri 8:30-5   Sat 8:30-1

MFD

7260 EAST MARSHVILLE BLVD (HWY 74)

General • Cosmetic 
& Implant Dentistry

SPA SERVICES: BOTOX 
FILLERS, ESTHETIC

HENRY’S BODY SHOP
4225 Stanback Ferry 
Ice Plant Road

OWNER: ROBBIE HENRY

704-848-4989

Crider & Crider Properties  704-694-8080

Glenn Trexler & Sons 

Logging, Inc.

“Freedom of Worship is  
a Precious Commodity”

704-694-5644

Jesse Jackson: A Voice that Expanded 
the American Conversation 

 
  The Rev. Jesse Jackson, whose impassioned oratory 
and populist vision of a “rainbow coalition” of the 
poor and forgotten made him one of the nation’s most 
influential Black leaders in the decades between the 
civil rights crusades of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and the election of Barack Obama, died Tuesday, 
February 17, at his home in Chicago. He was 84. His 
family confirmed his death in a statement, saying he 
“died peacefully,” but did not provide a cause. 
  Few figures in modern American history have 
blended faith, politics and civil rights advocacy as    
powerfully as Jesse Jackson. For more than five 
decades, Jackson stood at the intersection of protest 
and policy, urging the nation to widen its definition of 
opportunity and inclusion. 
  Born in 1941 in Greenville, South Carolina, Jackson 
grew up in the segregated South during the height of 
Jim Crow laws. Raised by his mother, Helen Burns, 
he experienced firsthand the inequalities that defined 

the era. A gifted athlete and strong student, Jackson earned a football scholarship to 
the University of Illinois before transferring to North Carolina A&T State University, 
where he became active in the 
growing Civil Rights Movement. 

His leadership abilities soon 
drew national attention. In the 
mid-1960s, Jackson worked 
closely with Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC). He was present in     
Memphis in 1968 during King’s 
final campaign in support of   
striking sanitation workers - a   
pivotal and tragic moment in 
American history. That experience 
helped shape Jackson’s lifelong 
commitment to economic justice 
alongside racial equality. 

After King’s death, Jackson founded Operation PUSH (People United to Save           
Humanity) in Chicago, focusing on economic empowerment, voter registration and 
corporate accountability. Later, he formed the Rainbow Coalition, an alliance                 
designed to unite people across racial, economic and geographic lines. The phrase 
“Rainbow Coalition” became symbolic of Jackson’s belief that political power could 
be built by bringing together working-class Americans, minorities, farmers and urban 
communities under one banner. 

Jackson’s 1984 and 1988 presidential campaigns marked a turning point in          
American politics. While he did not win the Democratic nomination, his candidacies 
were historic. In 1988, he won several state primaries and caucuses, demonstrating 
that a Black candidate could build a broad, multiracial coalition at the national level. 
His campaigns helped expand voter participation, particularly among African             
Americans and young voters, and influenced the Democratic Party’s platform on issues 
such as poverty, healthcare and foreign policy. 

Perhaps Jackson’s greatest significance lies in how he reshaped political possibility.       
At a time when national leadership remained                
overwhelmingly white, he demonstrated that a Black 
candidate could compete seriously for the presidency. 
His campaigns paved the way for future generations of 
leaders and altered the expectations of what American 
politics could look like. 

Beyond electoral politics, Jackson became a persistent 
advocate in international diplomacy and humanitarian 
causes. He negotiated for the release of American 
hostages abroad and spoke out against apartheid in 
South Africa. Domestically, he championed voting 
rights, educational access and economic fairness. 

Supporters see Jackson as a bridge between the Civil 
Rights Movement of the 1960s and the more diverse 
political landscape of the 21st century. Critics have at 
times challenged his rhetoric or political strategies.           
Yet even detractors acknowledge his influence. His         
voice - often described as prophetic and preacher-           
like - echoed through convention halls, church sanctuaries 
and protest marches for decades. 

In assessing Jesse Jackson’s legacy, it is difficult to     
separate the man from the movement. He helped carry 
forward the moral urgency of the Civil Rights era while 
pushing it into the arena of national electoral politics. 
His work expanded participation, challenged institutions 
and reminded the country that democracy grows 
stronger when more voices are heard. 
 

Chair Exercise Classes at the Library 
 

The Hampton B. Allen Library is hosting chair                 
exercise classes every Thursday. Class begins at             
10:00 a.m. in the library's Pritchett Room.  

Everyone is welcome. 
Any questions please call 704-694-5177. 

704-694-2524
Visit us online at 

leavittfh.com

EARLY VOTING HOURS 

FOR MARCH 3, 2026 PRIMARY ELECTION
Thursday, February 12 ...................... 
Friday, February 13 ........................... 
Saturday, February 14 ....................... 
Sunday, February 15 ......................... 
Monday, February 16 ........................ 
Tuesday, February 17 ....................... 
Wednesday, February 18................... 
Thursday, February 19 ...................... 
Friday, February 20 ........................... 
Saturday, February 21 ....................... 
Sunday, February 22 ......................... 
Monday, February 23 ........................ 
Tuesday, February 24 ....................... 
Wednesday, February 25 .................. 
Thursday, February 26 ...................... 
Friday, February 27 ......................... 
Saturday, February 28 .....................

8:00am - 7:30pm 
8:00am - 7:30pm 
8:00am - 3:00pm 
Closed 
8:00am - 7:30pm 
8:00am - 7:30pm 
8:00am - 7:30pm 
8:00am - 7:30pm 
8:00am - 7:30pm 
8:00am - 3:00pm 
12:00pm - 6:00pm 
8:00am - 7:30pm 
8:00am - 7:30pm 
8:00am - 7:30pm 
8:00am - 7:30pm 
8:00am - 7:30pm 
8:00am - 3:00pm

ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY, MARCH 3 
POLLS ARE OPEN 6:30AM - 7:30PM
VOTE AT YOUR NORMAL VOTING PRECINCT

EARLY VOTING AT THE ANSON COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
402 MORVEN ROAD IN WADESBORO  704-994-3223

Paid for by the Committee to elect Gerald Cannon for Sheriff. 


