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DEMOCRATIC
PARTY

PRECINCT
MEETING

For Anson County 
All Precincts

Will be held at 6pm
Thursday, March 7, 2013

At Hampton B. Allen Library
120 South Greene Street

Wadesboro, NC

.x

Th

...Remembering Ballard’s Store
In the  year  o f  1940 Tom Bal lard  and hi s  fami ly moved to

Polkton, opening a “variable” g rocery/hardware  s tore .  These
were  days  when the  e conomy was  s e eming ly  on  the  up tur n !
The  p o s t  o f f i c e , s h i r t  fa c t o ry, o th e r  s t o r e s, s aw  mi l l s ,
fa rmer s  -  a l l  s e emed  to  be  “on  the  move  upward ! !”  So, the
Ba l l a r d  s t o r e  wa s  l o ok ing  “upward” t o o, a s  many  i n  th e
Po lk ton  area  had  ne ed s !

So. . . g roc e r i e s, hardware  i t ems, some dry  goods, and  even
an ins ide  kerosene  tank to  “hand pump” a cus tomer  some o i l
i f  n e eded !

Dur ing  the  mi l i ta ry  maneuve r s  in  the  1940’s  the  G.I . s
would come in to  buy sof t  dr inks, var ious  canned food i t ems,
c racke r s, cook i e s  and  cake s.  You can  imag ine . . . they  wanted
mos t  any th ing  t o  e a t  o th e r  t han  th e  r e gu l a r  G. I . fo od !
Dai ly  on  the  go. . . through the  woods, e t c . -  they  wou ld  ge t
to  the  s to re  at  about  f i ve  a .m. , p i ck  up  the  want ed  i t ems,
and  head  back  to  camp!

Shar ing , hope fu l ly, a  b i t  o f  o ld  t ime  h i s to ry !*
Thank you, Ed

*Not e : A  l o a f  o f  b r e ad  and  many  fo od  s t u f f  i t ems  we r e
something  l ik e  10¢.

The Music of John
Denver is Coming

to the Ansonia

    Are you a John Denver
fan?  Come experience his
music the way it was in-
tended - live and in concert -
when Carolina Town brings
“An Evening with John Den-
ver” to the Ansonia stage on
Saturday, March 23 at 7:30
p.m.  This will be a re-cre-
ation of a John Denver con-
cert as it would have been
performed in the years
shortly before the artist’s un-
timely death in 1997.
    Carolina Town consists
of area residents Rod Al-
mond on guitar and lead vo-
cals, Dean Martin on guitar
and backup vocals, and John
Stafford on keyboard and
backup vocals.  The concert
will include more than
twenty songs that Denver
loved and most often in-
cluded in his concerts, plus
two songs that the artist
never had a chance to do in
a public performance.
     The performance will last
two hours, with a fifteen-minute
intermission.  Tickets for re-
served seating are $10 and are
available at the Anson County
Arts Council and Lacy’s in
Wadesboro and online at
www.ansoniatheatre.com.
    Call the Arts Council at
704-694-4950 to reserve
your seat.  Doors will open
at 7 p.m.

Free Tax Aid Offered at Grace Senior Center
    Free income tax assistance will be available for Anson County Residents sixty years of age
or older of low or moderate income needing help in preparing their income tax returns through
a program sponsored by AARP and Grace Senior Center.  The volunteer counselors are trained
in cooperation with the Internal Revenue Service.  They will be at Grace Senior Center again
on April 9, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.  This free assistance is designed to help taxpayers fill out
forms 1040EZ, 1040A, 1040 and the North Carolina return.
    Persons using the service should bring this year’s tax package, age and earnings statements
(forms W-2) received from employers, interest statements from banks (form 1099-INT), a copy
of last year’s tax return, and any other relevant information concerning income and expenses.
Electronic filing of returns will be available.
    To register and for additional information call 704-694-6616.

The Value of 4-H Volunteer Leaders
Are you thinking about lending a hand?  4-H is a great way to help area youth.

    In a release from Roshunda Blount of Anson County 4-H:  Over 200 4-H volunteers from
across the state gathered in Raleigh for learning and friendship on February 8-10.  These indi-
viduals took time out of their weekends to gain more knowledge in youth development and 4-H.
Their contributions are significant to the program.  In Anson County alone, volunteers contributed
978 hours in 2012, with a contribution of time worth approximately $21,000.

Our 4-H volunteers are re-
sponsible for the success of
the 103-year-old program.
Without them, we would not
be able to reach over 1,000
youth in Anson County.  They
chaperone teenagers, lead ed-
ucational programs, and guide
youth to see outside of the
box.  Many 4-H’ers, past and
present, are very appreciative
of their 4-H volunteer leaders.
They are genuinely interested
in youth as people and wants
to see them reach their poten-
tial.  This is frequently the at-
titude of our volunteers.  They
love to see the youth grow
and reach their goals as if they
were their own children.  

Many of our 4-H volunteers
are also parents and grandpar-
ents of the 4-H'ers they are
working with.  So along with
helping guide youth in the
county, they are also spending
quality time with their children.
Growing up, I had the privilege
of having my mother as my 4-
H leaders.  By working with her
in this context, I learned so
much about her.  My mother’s
creativity shined as she thought
of skits for our talent shows and
she always made sure every 4-
H member in our club signed
up for activities, had a ride to
events, and went home on a full
stomach.  Our shared interest
in 4-H let us spend more time
together and gave my mother
an opportunity to utilize her
skills outside of the workplace. 

Are you looking to lend a
hand in your community?
Would you like to reach out to
the youth in the county?  Con-
sider being a 4-H volunteer.  It is
the perfect opportunity to help
others and become involved
with your children in our fun and
educational programs here in
Anson County.  Please contact
Roshunda Blount, Extension
Agent, 4-H Youth Develop-
ment, to begin you experience
today! (704-694-2915)

Wadesboro Police
Offering Reward
The Wadesboro Police De-

partment has been investigating
numerous cases involving lar-
ceny of air conditioning unit
parts for the past several
months.  If anyone has any in-
formation relating to these
crimes please contact the
Wadesboro Police Department’s
Criminal Investigations Division.

The Wadesboro Police De-
partment is offering a reward
of up to $1,000 leading to the
arrest and conviction of any
suspect(s) involved in these
crimes.  If you have informa-
tion you can call confidentially
to 704-694-2167.


