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Writers’ Club Holds 25th Annual Awards Ceremony
The Anson County Writers’ Club awarded winners of the 2013 contests in prose and po-

etry March 23 in the Hampton B. Allen Library’s Little Theatre.  Winners read excerpts
from their winning stories or poems, and each received a certificate and cash award from
contest co-chairmen Ruth Hickman and Randy Tarlton.

Sandy Bruney, in welcoming the attendees, noted that this was the 25th time the awards
have been presented.  The first contest was held in 1989 and the first awards given in 1990.
“We have heard some great stories and poetry during that time,” she said.
• Prose winners in grades 3-6 are: First Place - Thomas Sommerville for “A Legend,” Sec-
ond Place - Labdhi Shah for “Why We Need to Go to School,” and Third Place - Ebony
Gaddy for “A Christmas Story.”  Poetry winners are: First Place - Tyler Nguyen for “The
School I Go To,” Second Place - Nevaeh Barnes for “The Best Teacher,” and Third Place
- Jaylin Deon Coleman for “Earth Is a Peaceful World.”
• Grades 10-12 prose winners are: First Place - Sherman Wallace for “Songs and Secrets,”
Second Place - Wendy Baker for “Eternal Manor,” and Third Place - Chantara Willoughby
for “The Lake.”  Poetry winners are: First Place - Ariel Mamer for “Concert of Remem-
brance,” Second Place - Tymesha Melton for “Redemption,” and Third Place - Krysta Lan-
gley for “My Best Friend.”

There were no grades 7-9 entries.
Libby Allen won first place in adult prose for her story, “The Mother Who Stole Christ-

mas.”  Allen is a frequent contest winner.  Harold Wayne Skipper won first place in the
adult category for his poem, “Thank You Lord.”

The Anson County Writers’ Club meets at 3 p.m. every fourth Sunday except July and
December at the Chamber of Commerce in Wadesboro.  For more information about pro-
grams and events visit www.ansoncountywritersclub.org.

From left, front: Labdhi Shah, Tyler Nguyen, Nevaeh Barnes, Thomas Sommerville and
Jaylin Deon Coleman.  Back row: Libby Allen, Harold Wayne Skipper, Tymesha Melton,
Sherman Wallace, Ariel Mamer and Krysta Willoughby.  Not shown: Ebony Gaddy, Wendy
Baker and Chantara Willoughby.

Increased Opportunity for Producers as Part of New Farm Bill
Farm loan program modifications create flexibility for new and existing farmers
and ranchers alike

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced increased opportunity for producers as a
result of the 2014 Farm Bill.  A fact sheet outlining modifications to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs is available here.
“Our nation’s farmers and ranchers are the engine of the rural economy. These improve-
ments to our Farm Loan Programs will help a new generation begin farming and grow ex-
isting farm operations,” said Secretary Vilsack.  “Today’s announcement represents just
one part of a series of in-
vestments the new Farm
Bill makes in the next gen-
eration of agriculture,
which is critical to eco-
nomic growth in communi-
ties across the country.”

The Farm Bill expands
lending opportunities for
thousands of farmers and
ranchers to begin and con-
tinue operations, including
greater flexibility in deter-
mining eligibility, raising
loan limits, and emphasiz-
ing beginning and socially
disadvantaged producers.   

Changes that will take ef-
fect immediately include:
• Elimination of loan term
limits for guaranteed oper-
ating loans.
• Modification of the defini-
tion of beginning farmer,
using the average farm size
for the county as a qualifier
instead of the median farm
size. 
• Modification of the Joint
Financing Direct Farm
Ownership Interest Rate to
2 percent less than regular
Direct Farm Ownership
rate, with a floor of 2.5 per-
cent. Previously, the rate
was established at 5 per-
cent. 
• Increase of the maximum
loan amount for Direct
Farm Ownership down
payments from $225,000
to $300,000.
• Elimination of rural resi-
dency requirement for
Youth Loans, allowing
urban youth to benefit. 
• Debt forgiveness on
Youth Loans, which will not
prevent borrowers from ob-
taining additional loans
from the federal govern-
ment.
• Increase of the guarantee
amount on Conservation
Loans from 75 to 80 per-
cent and 90 percent for so-
cially disadvantaged
borrowers and beginning
farmers.
• Microloans will not count
toward loan term limits for
veterans and beginning
farmers.

Additional modifications
must be implemented
through the rulemaking
processes. Visit the FSA
Farm Bill website
(fsa.usda.gov) for detailed
information and updates to
farm loan programs.
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Making a Difference for
ANSON COUNT Y TOGETHER

Paid for by the Committee to Re-Elect Vancine Sturdivant.

2014

VANCINE STURDIVANT
Anson County Commissioner

District #2, Lilesville

3 1/2 Years of Experience 
on the Anson County 

Board of Commissioners

Anson County 
Toys for Tots Coordinator

Faith-Based Center of Hope CEO

"A Voice For ALL Citizens"
Early Voting Runs April 24 thru May 3

Primary Election is Tuesday, May 6, 2014

"PLEASE  VOTE"
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