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704-694-3618

We Accept Most Insurances

Accepting New Patients

Call for an appointment today

Locally Owned & Operated

Holly Allison Kiker, OD
1134 Holly Street in Wadesboro (On Hwy 74 across from Forbes Jewelers)

Mon-Thurs 8:30-5  & Friday 8:30-12:30      704-694-3618
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North Carolina Foreclosure Prevention Fund Receives
$224 Million to  Help Homeowners Struggling with Debt

North Carolina homeowners struggling to pay their mortgages because of job loss, re-
duction in income or other temporary hardships can still get help through the N.C. Fore-
closure Prevention Fund thanks to an additional $224 million in funding. The funds were
awarded last week to the North Carolina Housing Finance Agency, which administers
the program, from the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Hardest Hit Fund®. 

Launched in December 2010, the N.C. Foreclosure Prevention Fund has helped nearly
22,000 North Carolina homeowners who have experienced certain financial hardships
keep their homes while they look for work or complete job training. The program was
expanded in 2013 to assist returning veterans who are transitioning to civilian jobs. The
Fund also now provides assistance for homeowners who have secured employment after
a financial hardship but are earning less and unable to pay their mortgage as a result.

“This additional funding from the U.S. Department of the Treasury is a testament to
just how successful this program has been in the state,” said A. Robert Kucab, executive
director of the N.C. Housing Finance Agency.  “So far, we have helped nearly 22,000
North Carolina homeowners keep their homes, and with this additional funding, we ex-
pect to help thousands more and to continue our special outreach to returning veterans. 

“The impact of this program on the state’s economy has also been profound, saving
$3.9 billion in property value to date. By reducing the number of foreclosures, the effort
will continue to help stabilize property values in communities across the state.” 

The Fund makes mortgage payments for North Carolinians who have lost jobs
through no fault of their own while they seek employment or complete job train-
ing in a new field. Others who have gotten behind on their mortgage payments
because of divorce, illness or other temporary hardship may qualify for help while
they seek jobs to get back on their feet. 

The mortgage payment assistance is provided as a zero-interest, deferred loan of up to
$36,000, or 36 months of mortgage-related payments. Homeowners will resume making
their own mortgage payments at the end of the loan period. 

The Fund also can assist homeowners who are re-employed after a qualified hardship
but earning less than before and unable to afford their mortgages by reducing their prin-
cipal balance with a no-interest deferred loan. The mortgage loan is then recast to make
the payments more affordable. 

If the owner continues to live in the home for 10 years, the loan will be considered for-
given and no repayment will be due.

“Although the unemployment rate has improved and now stands at 5.5%, the number
of North Carolinians who have found new employment but are underemployed and still
unable to afford their mortgages is higher than anyone wants to see,” Kucab said. “The
North Carolina Foreclosure Prevention Fund can help these individuals recover from a
financial crisis that is out of their control.”

To be eligible, homeowners must have a good mortgage payment history prior to the
qualifying job loss or financial hardship event, be able to resume their mortgage payments
once the assistance ends and meet other program guidelines. 

This assistance is available statewide through participating HUD-approved
counseling agencies.  For more information about their eligibility, homeowners
should call a participating agency or the information line, 1-888-623-8631, or
go to www.NCForeclosurePrevention.gov. 

The Treasury’s Hardest Hit Fund® was authorized under the Emergency Eco-
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008. It is available to states which have experienced
high unemployment or a steep decline in property values. North Carolina was
selected because of the large percentage of the population living in counties with
high unemployment rates in 2009.

The North Carolina Housing Finance Agency, a self-supporting public agency, has fi-
nanced 242,000 homes and apartments since its creation in 1973.The North Carolina
Foreclosure Prevention Fund has helped nearly 22,000 homeowners avoid foreclosure.

Anson Women’s League Scholarship Opportunities
Deadline to apply is May 5

The Anson Women’s League will be accepting applications now through May 5, 2016.
The club will be awarding $500 scholarships to three college bound female graduates from
Anson County this year.  One scholarship of special note is the Eloise Rywak Scholarship
offered each year by a spe-
cial bequest from the fam-
ily. 

Applications will be
judged primarily on aca-
demic achievement and fi-
nancial need.  We
welcome evidence of stu-
dents’ involvement and
leadership in clubs,
churches, extracurricular
activities, and charitable
service to the community.
A written essay addressing
these activities will provide
further support in the eval-
uation process.  Finalists
will be interviewed by the
scholarship committee.

Application forms are
available through the var-
ious high school guidance
counselors, or by tele-
phoning Beverley Getzen,
Chairperson of the AWL
Scholarship Committee,
at 704-694-7022.  You
may also write to the
Anson Women’s League,
PO Box 94, Wadesboro,
NC 28170.  We welcome
the applications from all
Anson County students,
including those who are
home schooled.
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Highway 52 North / Pinkston River Road

CEDAR HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Storytime Every Wednesday at Partnership for Children
The Anson County Partnership for Children offers Storytime in the Early Childhood

Resource Center each Wednesday, from 10 to 10:30 a.m. for children ages 3 to 8.
For more information call 704-694-4036.


