
Mrs. Betty Joe Ponds Needham 
 

  Mrs. Betty Joe Ponds Needham, 81, passed away on Monday, April 19, 2021, at 
FirstHealth Moore Regional Hospital in Pinehurst. 
  Mrs. Needham was born in Anson County on January 23, 1940, to Joe Bascom 
and Pansy Mae Griffin 
Ponds.  She was a          
retired CNA. 
  In addition to her       
parents, she was             
preceded in death by         
her husband Donald 
Needham. 
  Mrs. Needham is           
survived by her daughter 
Janell Reynolds (Ben) of 
Star; son Jody Callicutt 
(Pam) of Star; sister         
Mary Grace Turner of 
Polkton; grandchildren, 
Adam Reynolds, Joseph 
Callicutt of Lexington, 
Tracey Callicutt, Justin 
Reynolds, Matthew 

Reynolds and Nathan Reynolds; and great-grandchildren, 
A.J. Callicutt, Jr. and Connor Reynolds. 
    In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to First 
Baptist Church of Star, PO Box 358, Star, NC 27356. 
    Online condolences may be left at 
www.phillipsfh.com. 
    The Needham family is being served by Phillips             
Funeral Home in Star.

Exhaust 
Works

Tracy Caudle
3971 Hwy 74 West

Across from School Bus Garage 704-694-5270

Catalytic Converters • Shocks
Custom Dual Exhaust • Tie Rods

Wheel Bearings • Drivetrain Repair
AND MORE !!!  CALL or COME BY

EMPLOYMENT

REAL ESTATE

MARSHVILLE
FAMILY DENTISTRY

General, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry
6604 E. Marshville Blvd.

Marshville, NC 28103
704-624-6300

www.marshvilledentist.com

WE SELL APPLIANCE PARTS

High Quality  -  Low Prices
1367 Highway 74 West

Wadesboro • 704-694-3185

MARTIN FURNITURE
FACTORY OUTLET

OFFICE SUITES FOR LEASE    

2, 3 & 4 ROOM SUITES  
IN UPTOWN WADESBORO          

Call 704-681-5776

HOUSES 
FOR RENT

Crider & Crider
Properties

704-694-3030 

G&B Pallet Recycling & Lumber Co. 
RUN YOUR OWN BUSINESS 
Phone: 843-634-6160 Fax: 843-634-6395 
185 Wagon Wheel Rd, Ruby SC 29741 

Hiring independent contractors.  
Work from home repairing pallets. 

ALSO IN NEED OF  
Lift Operators • Sawers • Repairers
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  Union County Community Action, Inc. 
(UCCA) is seeking proposals from qualified 
contractors to replace up-to 25 HVAC 
systems at three facilities across Richmond 
(1 facility), Union (1 facility), and Anson   
(1 facility) counties, NC. 

   Proposals will be accepted until 3:30pm on 
Friday, May 14, 2021. 

For complete requirements and 
specifications, you may download a copy of 

the RFP packet from UCCA’s website at  
www.uccainc.org/procurement.

Interested parties may also contact 
Eric C. Faulkner, Director of Human Resources 

at (980) 699-9050 
or  eric.faulkner@uccainc.org

HVAC SYSTEM REPLACEMENT

Op-Ed: Rural Communities  
Need Product, Not Handouts 
 

John Marek, Executive Director of the Anson Economic 
Development Partnership (AnsonEDP),had an op-ed 
piece published in the Triangle Business Journal on 
April 23. While they did a good job of editing it for 
length (with his okay), the original offers a more          
detailed account of his experience as a rural developer. 
Presented here is the original version that is found on 
John's blog (johnbmarekblog.blogspot.com): 

Site selection consultants, when asked about the most 
critical factor determining where a business locates,           
invariably say, "workforce." 

While this is undoubtedly true at some level, I think 
most local developers would point out that during the 
initial search, product, not workforce, is more typically 
the crucial factor. If a community does not have the site 
or building a company requires, they will never have the 
opportunity to promote the quality of their workforce. 
A building or site is the ante that allows communities to 
get into the game, and without one, workforce, airports, 
highways, railroads, and universities are little more than 
words on a marketing flier. 

Rural communities across North Carolina are especially 
aware of the impact of available buildings and sites on 
their ability to compete for jobs and investment. Metro 
areas often have private-sector developers competing for 
the right to put up speculative buildings, or at the very 
least, willing to partner with the public sector on such 
projects. Rural communities, on the other hand, are         
typically left to their own devices. 

When I first came to Anson, a rural county 40 miles 
from Charlotte, I contacted several commercial development 
companies I had previously worked with on successful 
projects in the region. I thought I had a pretty strong        
business argument for them. The Town of Wadesboro was 
offering extremely low-cost land in its town-owned           
business park, along with a $1.7 million grant it had recently received to upgrade the           
infrastructure to the developer's specifications. The response from each of the firms was almost 
identical; thanks for the opportunity, but we can only do so many projects at any given 
time, and we have a lot more to gain putting the same building up in Concord or Rock Hill. 

That is an understandable position. Ultimately, those developers seek to maximize            
return, not help a struggling county, but it illustrates the difficulty rural communities           
face when competing with metro areas for investment. 

Further, many well-intentioned state programs designed to level the business recruitment 
playing field expressly prohibit the use of those funds on speculative buildings. Again, 
while this is an understandable position, rural economic developers are not looking for a 
handout. We are simply seeking a way to remain competitive in a booming commercial 
real estate market that is skewed against us. In some cases, there are legitimate business 
reasons why a company needs to locate in a metro area; proximity to suppliers or            
customers, easy access to an international airport or Interstate, or specialized workforce 
requirements. But many deals happen simply because metro areas have available buildings 
and their rural counterparts do not. 

Fortunately, there is a simple, market-oriented solution to improving rural                     
competitiveness that does not require the state to dive headlong into the commercial        
development business. Revolving loan funds are a proven tool for assisting communities 
in the development of speculative product. A ten-year zero-interest loan is a low-cost, 
low-risk way for the state to kick-start commercial development projects in rural areas 
where other forms of funding cannot be accessed. 

With appropriate rules and qualifications, a loan fund covering up to 90% of the cost 
of spec building construction would put such a building within reach of most rural counties 
while ensuring local leaders maintain some "skin in the game" and are raising a speculative 
building, not a fantasy building. The ten-year maturity period would allow communities 
with successful projects to turn that money two or more times. In contrast, communities 
that plan or execute poorly will appropriately receive a more limited return. 

Making progress on rural product development is a key legislative priority of the North 
Carolina Economic Development Association (NCEDA), which is now making its case to 
the General Assembly to craft bold, creative solutions for addressing this persistent            
obstacle to job growth and business recruitment in places like Anson County. 

U.S. trade and social policies of the past 30 years have had a devastating impact on 
rural North Carolina while bolstering the economies of more densely populated areas. It 
is time for Raleigh to reverse that trend and distribute some of the fruits of the state's     
unprecedented prosperity back into the counties that were once the backbone of our 
economy. Rural communities aren’t looking for a gift; we just want a fighting chance. 

John B. Marek is also is a published author and advocate for revitalization and economic 
sustainability in rural communities.

 Union County Community Action, Inc. 
(UCCA) is seeking proposals from General 
Contractors, licensed in North Carolina, to 
replace a commercial flat roof at the 
Fayetteville Street Head Start Center, located 
at 104 Fayetteville Street, Hamlet, NC 28345.   

   Proposals will be accepted until 3:30pm on 
Friday, May 14, 2021. 

For complete requirements and 
specifications, you may download a copy of 

the RFP packet from UCCA’s website at  
www.uccainc.org/procurement.

Interested parties may also contact 
Eric C. Faulkner, Director of Human Resources 

at (980) 699-9050 
or  eric.faulkner@uccainc.org

COMMERCIAL FLAT ROOF 
REPLACEMENT

  Union County Community Action, Inc. 
(UCCA) is seeking proposals from qualified 
contractors to pave driveways and parking 
areas at  our Fayetteville Street Head  
Start facility (105 Fayetteville Street, Hamlet, 
NC 28345). 

   Proposals will be accepted until 3:30pm on 
Friday, May 14, 2021. 

For complete requirements and 
specifications, you may download a copy of 

the RFP packet from UCCA’s website at  
www.uccainc.org/procurement.

Interested parties may also contact 
Eric C. Faulkner, Director of Human Resources 

at (980) 699-9050 
or  eric.faulkner@uccainc.org

DRIVEWAY & PARKING LOT

FEATURING LOCAL VENDORS AND 
AGENCIES 

• Covid-19 Testing 
• Food Boxes 
• Face Masks 
• Clothing 
• School Supplies 
• Voter Registration 
• Other Community Resources  
& More!

For more information contact 
Leon Gatewood  704-695-4968

Saturday, May 8 
8am - 12pm 

HOLLA! COMMUNITY  
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
229 East Main Street 
Morven, NC 28119 

*Event is open to all. If you want to be 
vaccinated, you must pre-register.

W.A.R.4LIFE  •  BLACK VOTERS MATTER 
HOLLA! COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Union County Community Action, Inc. 
(UCCA) is seeking proposals from 
dealerships to purchase up-to one (1) new 
maintenance van for use in our Head 
Start/Early Head Start program. 
   Proposals will be accepted until 3:30pm on 
Friday, May 14, 2021. 

For complete requirements and 
specifications, you may download a copy of 

the RFP packet from UCCA’s website at  
www.uccainc.org/procurement.

Interested parties may also contact 
Eric C. Faulkner, Director of Human Resources 

at (980) 699-9050 
or  eric.faulkner@uccainc.org

MAINTENANCE VAN


