
MAY 10 
Pre-Mother’s Day 

Fellowship  At First Baptist Church, Sikes Ave. in 
Wadesboro, 11am-1pm.  Everyone is invited. 
MAY 11 
Celebrate Mother’s Day  At Sandy Plains 
Christian Fellowship. 7:30am men cookin’ for 9am 
breakfast. 9:45am Sunday School & 11am worship. 
1154 Cason Oldfield Rd, Morven. 
Women’s Day 
At Greater St. Mark Church of Deliverance, 1003 N 
Main St. in Wadesboro, at11:30am with National 
Mother & Co-Pastor Elder Mahalia Williams. All are 
invited to attend. Women please wear white. 
Honoring Mothers  At East Rock Ford Missionary 
Baptist Church, 11am. Sponsored by Missionary Auxiliary. 
MAY 18 
Trustee’s Program  At Rocky Mount AME Zion 
Church, 2:30pm with Rev. Elnora Bennett, Pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Ansonville. 
Pastor Appreciation Services for Rev. Derinzer 
Johnson at Galilee AME Zion Church, 10am with Rev. 
Wade Blount from Norfolk, VA. 704-851-3134. 
MAY 24 
Memorial Day Quartet Singing  At Lockhart-
Taylor Center, 514 N Washington St in Wadesboro, 
3pm. Info: Evangelist Brenda Pratt 704-475-5199 or 
Pastor Sylvia McLendon 704-695-2592. 
MAY 25 
71st Church Anniversary  At Johnson Chapel 
Holiness Church, 3pm with Apostle Rodney Lewis of 
New Inspiration International Ministries in Fort Myers, 
FL. All are invited. 
Memorial Day Program 
Celebrating our Servicemen at Evangelistic Outreach 
Center, 7852 Hwy 74 West, Polkton, 10:30am. 
Honor the fallen. Thank the living. 
Woman Day  At East Rock Ford Missionary Baptist Church, 11am. Colors are pink & white. Requesting women 
to wear a hat. Sponsored by the Deaconess. 

MAY 2 - 11 
Winnie the Pooh Play  At the Ansonia Theatre. Fridays & Saturdays 7:30pm & 
Sundays 3pm. Crafts & activities for the kids 30 mins before showtime. Ice cream   

vendor at Sunday shows. Tickets & info 704-694-4950 or ansoniatheatre.com. 
MAY 12 
Morven Cemetery Membership Meeting, 7:30pm at Morven United Methodist Church, 318 E Main St   
in Morven.  
MAY 15 
Free Food! Anson Mobile Food Market  10:00am at Peachland Community Center, located at 32 Passaic 
Street in Peachland. Fresh veggies, fruit & bread if available. Blood pressure checks, along with healthy living topics 
& booths. Nothing required to receive food, just come! Sponsored by Anson Extension Service. 
ONGOING EVENTS 
Senior Box Program at Feed My Lambs starts the third Tuesday each month for seniors only. Located at 2290 
Hwy 74 West, Wadesboro. 704-695-1820. 
Food Pantry 
Free food every Wed, 9-11am at Burnsville Recreation & Learning Ctr. 704-826-8182. 
Alcoholics Anonymous  Regular meetings on Mondays at 7:30pm and Wednesdays at 12 noon. AA welcomes 
all who are seeking help, as well those wanting to help another person. The AA building is located at 2177 Country 
Club Rd. in Wadesboro, across from the Anson EMS building. 

C&M
AUTO SUPPLY

Your Locally Owned  
Auto Parts Store

HWY 74 WEST  WADESBORO • 704-694-5167

HENRY’S BODY SHOP
4225 Stanback Ferry 

Ice Plant Road
OWNER: ROBBIE HENRY

704-848-4989

From Your Friends At 

PARSONS DRUG CO.
Serving Anson County since 1875

“On The Square” 
Wadesboro • 704-694-2218

Glenn Trexler & Sons 

Logging, Inc.

“Freedom of Worship is  
a Precious Commodity”

704-694-5644

Anson Station Shopping Center 
Wadesboro  704-694-666
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NC Breaks Tourism Spending Record, Continues to Be #5 Most Visited State 
 
Tourism economy shows resiliency post Helene as travelers directly add $37 billion to the state economy  
 

Governor Josh Stein announced that the overall North Carolina tourism economy held strong against the   
headwinds of Hurricane Helene. Travelers spent more than $36.7 billion on trips to and within the state in 2024. 
The previous record of $35.6 billion was set in 2023.  

“Today’s news underscores what we all know: North Carolina is a fantastic place to visit,” said Governor Josh 
Stein. “As our mountain economies worked to recover from Helene, our Piedmont and coastal destinations   
remained popular and contributed to the growth of North Carolina’s tourism economy. We must continue to   
support tourism and small businesses in western North Carolina to help them come back stronger.” 

Governor Stein’s announcement coincides with National Travel and Tourism Week (May 4-10), when travel and 
tourism professionals across the country unite to underscore the value of travel to the economy, businesses,   
communities, and personal well-being. The state’s Welcome Centers will host activities throughout the week.   

The state’s tourism-supported workforce increased 1.4 percent to 230,338 jobs in 2024.  Tourism payroll   
increased 2.6 percent to $9.5 billion. As a result of visitor spending, state and local governments saw rebounds 
in tax revenues to nearly $2.7 billion.    

The figures are preliminary findings from research commissioned by Visit North Carolina, part of the Economic 
Development Partnership of North Carolina, and conducted by Tourism Economics. In measuring the economic 
value of the travel sector, the research incorporates a broad range of data sources to ensure that the entire visitor 
economy is quantified in detail. The U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,   
OmniTrak visitor profiles, the U.S. Census, STR, AirDNA and KeyData lodging reports, and the NC Department 

of Revenue are among the sources included in this comprehensive model. Information 
about the study can be found online at partners.visitnc.com/economic-impact-studies, 
which also links to archived reports dating back to 2005. 
  The statistics report data from a statewide perspective.  Later this year, a  

supplemental report will provide regional and local visitor data, offering a better   
perspective on Helene’s impact on western North Carolina’s tourism economy. 
   With nearly 40 million visitors from across the United States, North Carolina ranks 

No. 5 behind California, Florida, Texas, and New York in domestic visitation. The past 
four years have seen tight competition with Pennsylvania and Tennessee for fifth place. 
In addition to 2024’s record spending by domestic travelers, North Carolina also saw 
gains in the international market. With more than 900,000 international travelers, 
spending rose 16.5 percent to nearly $1.2 billion.   
   “North Carolinians in all 100 counties benefit from the money that visitors spend,” 

said Commerce Secretary Lee Lilley. “From our smallest towns to our largest cities, 
tourism means jobs for more than 50,000 small businesses and our first-in-talent   
workforce. These workers address travelers’ needs for transportation as well as lodging, 
dining, shopping, and recreation.” 
   As a result of travelers’ contributions to state and local tax revenue, North Carolina 

households average $593 in yearly savings.    
Learn more about NC tourism: 
• Total spending by domestic and international visitors in NC reached $36.7 billion in 
2024. That sum represents a 3.1 percent increase over 2023 expenditures.    
• Domestic travelers spent a record $35.6 billion in 2024. Spending was up 2.7% 
from $34.6 billion in 2023.    
• International travelers spent $1.2 billion in 2024, up 16.5% from the previous year.    
• Visitors to North Carolina generated nearly $4.6 billion in federal, state, and local 
taxes in 2024. The total represents a 2.9 percent increase from 2023.    
• State tax receipts from visitor spending rose 1.1% to nearly $1.4 billion in 2024.    
• Local tax receipts grew 4.3 percent to nearly $1.3 billion.   
• Direct tourism employment in North Carolina increased 1.4 percent to 230,338.    
• Direct tourism payroll increased 2.6 percent to $9.5 billion.    
• Visitors spend more than $100 million per day in North Carolina. That spending 
adds $7.3 million per day to state and local tax revenues (about $3.7 million in state 
taxes and $3.6 million in local taxes).    
• Each North Carolina household saved $593 on average in state and local taxes as a 
direct result of visitor spending in the state. Savings per capita averaged $241.   
About Visit North Carolina  Visit NC, the state’s official destination marketing   
organization, is part of the Economic Development Partnership of North Carolina 
(EDPNC), a private nonprofit corporation that serves as North Carolina’s economic 
development organization. The EDPNC focuses on business and job recruitment,   
existing industry support, international trade, tourism, and film marketing.  
The mission of Visit NC is to unify and lead the state in positioning North Carolina as 

a preferred destination for leisure travel, group tours, meetings and conventions, sports 
events, and film production. Each year, North Carolina welcomes about 40 million   
visitors who spend nearly $37 billion during their stay. The tourism industry employs 
more than 230,000 people and generates nearly $2.7 billion in state and local tax 
revenues. For travel ideas and inspiration, go to VisitNC.com. 
 

Huge Yard Sale Saturday 
 
Faith-Based Center of Hope will have a huge yard sale on Saturday, May 10 in the 

parking lot across from Papa Joe’s Pizzeria, 911 East Caswell Street (Plank Road 
Shopping Center) in Wadesboro beginning at 8:30 am. All proceeds will go to help 
our less fortunate brothers and sisters. 
Contributions and/or donations are appreciated. For more information please contact 

Vancine Sturdivant, CEO at 704-294-0480 or Linda Richardson at 704-465-0243. 

Honor Your Grad 

WITH A RECOGNITION MESSAGE  
IN THE EXPRESS NEWSPAPER’S  
GRADUATION SPECIAL EDITION 

 

Call or email for more information 
704-694-2480     TheExpressNews@gmail.com

The Grad Special Edition Will Be Published after Graduation
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