
Memorial Day Campaign 
Urges Drivers and Boaters 

to Stay Sober and Safe 
 
 As Memorial Day weekend launches the 
busy summer boating and travel season, the 
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission is          
urging North Carolinians to stay safe on the 
road and on the water by avoiding alcohol 
and impaired driving. 
 The agency is promoting its annual “On 
the Road, On the Water, Don’t Drink and 
Drive” campaign, a public safety effort aimed 
at reducing alcohol- and drug-related incidents 
involving both vehicles and watercraft. 
 Officials say the campaign comes at an        
important time as lakes, rivers and highways 
become increasingly crowded during the         
holiday weekend and the summer months. 
 “While the overall number of boating             
incidents investigated has been declining in recent years, last year we saw a troubling rise in fatal boating incidents,” 
said Lt. Anna Barbosa of the Wildlife Resources Commission. “Our goal is for everyone to enjoy their day on the 
water and return home safely.” 
 Barbosa encouraged boaters to designate a sober operator if alcohol is involved and reminded the public that life 
jackets save lives. “So far this year, fatalities have currently surpassed last year’s numbers,” Barbosa said. 
 According to the Wildlife Resources Commission, 26 boating incidents have been investigated statewide so far in 
2026. Five of those incidents were fatal, resulting in five deaths, and alcohol was a factor in three of them. 

 Statistics from 2025 also highlighted concerns about boating safety: 
• 138 boating incidents were reported statewide 
• 25 fatal incidents resulted in 26 deaths 
• Only six of the fatal incidents involved passengers wearing personal flotation devices 
• Alcohol was reported in four fatal incidents 
 The agency noted that the majority of recreational boating accidents nationwide 
occur during June, July and August, with operator inattention remaining one of   
the leading causes. 
 The campaign also supports National Safe Boating Week, observed this year from 
May 16-22. Earlier this month, the campaign launched with the “Wear Your Life Jacket 
to Work” social media awareness effort. 
 The statewide initiative is led by the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission in  
partnership with the N.C. State Highway Patrol, Mothers Against Drunk Driving and 
local law enforcement agencies. 
 Additional boating safety information is available at ncwildlife.gov/boating. 
 

New Rural Project Inviting Community  
to Upcoming Health and Wellness Session 

 
 Following a successful first session focused on local civics and community discussion, 
the New Rural Project is inviting residents to attend the next installment of its 
C.U.R.L.S. and F.A.D.E. Reboot program in Anson County. 
 The upcoming session will be held this Sunday, May 24, from 3 to 5:30 p.m. at   
Trend Settaz, located at 1228 East Caswell Street in Wadesboro. 
 This session will focus on health and wellness topics while continuing the program’s 
mission of strengthening community connections, encouraging open conversation and 
creating opportunities for residents to share ideas and experiences. 
 Organizers say the program is geared toward adults ages 18-40, though all ages and 
viewpoints are welcome to attend. 
 Participants will receive a meal during the in-person session and may also receive   
a $25 gift card. 
 The initiative is presented in partnership with Trend Settaz Barbershop and Beauty 
Salon as part of the New Rural Project’s efforts to encourage civic engagement and 
strengthen rural communities. 
 Community members are encouraged to attend and bring friends or family members 
to join the discussion. Additional information about the organization is available at: 
 www.newruralproject.org. 
 For questions about the program, contact Kia Smith with the New Rural Project   
at kia@newruralproject.org or call 630-886-7908. 
 

State Announces Amusement Ride  
Safety Council Ahead of Fair Season 

 
 As carnival season rolls back into North Carolina - bringing funnel cakes, giant 
stuffed animals and at least one ride that makes everyone question their life choices 
halfway through - the N.C. Department of Labor has announced the members of the 
state’s Amusement Device Advisory Council. 
 Labor Commissioner Luke Farley said the council will help guide amusement   
ride safety and operational standards as fairs and festivals begin popping up across   
the state. 
 “North Carolina families should be able to enjoy fairs, festivals and amusement   
attractions with confidence,” Farley said. “This council brings together experienced 
professionals from across the industry who understand the importance of safety,   
accountability and maintaining high standards for amusement devices throughout   
our state.” 
 The council includes representatives from the amusement ride industry, agricultural 
fairs, entertainment venues and public safety agencies. Members include officials from 
Carowinds, Tweetsie Railroad, Andretti Indoor Karting & Games, Powers Midway and 
several county fair organizations. 
 The council will serve as a resource to the Department of Labor on amusement ride 
inspections, safety regulations and public safety initiatives. 
 State officials say inspectors will continue examining rides across North Carolina 
during fair and festival season to help ensure equipment meets safety requirements before 
riders buckle in and wonder whether that suspicious squeaking noise is “normal.” 
 Of course, longtime fairgoers know part of the carnival experience includes spotting 
a ride held together by flashing lights, optimism and what appears to be approximately 
six bolts from 1987 — while a teenager named “T-Bone” casually operates the controls 
with one hand and eats cotton candy with the other. 
 Still, officials stress that safety inspections are taken seriously and remain a top   
priority for the state. 
 The Department of Labor said the advisory council’s work supports its ongoing   
mission to protect the health, safety and well-being of both workers and the public 
throughout North Carolina’s busy fair season.
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QUALITY HOME REPAIR  
YOU CAN COUNT ON

Need work done around your house, 
business or rental property? We offer more 
than 20 years of experience with repairs, 

remodeling and improvements, big and small.

SERVICES INCLUDE
• General Carpentry 
• Painting & Staining • Decks 
• Remodeling • Fencing 
• Bathrooms & Kitchens  
• Room Additions 
• Flooring and Tile Work 
• Home & Office Cleaning

Located in Anson County. 
Local references available. Se Habla Español. 

  CALL OR TEXT 786-328-4211

MARTIN FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET 
  Highway 74 West in Wadesboro  •  704-694-3185   Mon-Fri 8:30-5  Sat 8:30-1

VISIT OUR 
SLEEP SHOP

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE
OWN IT NOW!

ALL THIS AND MUCH MORE. SHOP LOCAL FOR ALL YOUR APPLIANCES.

FULLY STOCKED APPLIANCE SECTION - ALL PRICE RANGES

CHEST & UPRIGHT FREEZERS  5 - 20 CUBIC FEET

SAME OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY

SSAAMMEE  OORR   NNEEXXTT     

DDAAYY   DDEELL IIVVEERRYY!!

DON’T FORGET YOUR SUNGLASSES!
REMEMBER  

THE KIDS TOO!!
  UV rays can increase the risk of cataracts, 
macular degeneration and other eye diseases. 

  50% of UV damage to eyes is done before a 
person is 18 years old, so kids need sunglasses too! 

   Sunglass frames with a close fitting wrap around 
style provide the best UV protection. 

 Polarized lenses reduce reflected glare from 
surrounding water.

WE HAVE A GREAT SELECTION OF  
HIGH QUALITY & DESIGNER FRAMES

1134 Holly Street in Wadesboro  (On Hwy 74 across from CVS)                   
Mon-Tue-Thurs 8:30-5  &  Wed 8:30-4      704-694-3618  

Holly Allison Kiker,  
OD

Accepting New Patients       We Accept Most Insurances 

The use of Anson County Water Department fire hydrants for obtaining 
water for agricultural or any other purpose without written consent of  

the Anson County Water Department is a violation of state and federal law.    

  Hydrants are for use by written-permitted users, water company or fire department 
personnel only.  

   The Anson County Water Department will take legal action against any individual 
or business that unlawfully obtains water from the Anson County water system. 

PLEASE REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY 
• Anson County Sheriff ’s Office 704-694-4188, or the  
• Anson County Water Department 704-694-5208  

    Hydrant use permit information is available from the Anson County Water Department.  
Information is available at 704-694-5208.

UNAUTHORIZED 
HYDRANT USE

MFD

THE CLEAR ALTERNATIVE TO BRACES

Dr. Andrew Tran D.D.S. 
Dr. Brian Hoang

WE SPECIALIZE IN  
COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Accepting New Patients Now

7260 EAST MARSHVILLE BLVD. (HWY 74)

MARSHVILLE SPA SERVICES
Come see us for...

We offer 
BOTOX • FILLERS 

ESTHETIC PROCEDURES

 INSURANCE   We work with various dental insurance companies to make 
your dental care more affordable - such as: Metlife Dental, UnitedHealthCare Dental, 
Delta Dental, and Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina Dental Plan. 

ASK ABOUT OUR AFFORDABLE IN-HOUSE INSURANCE PLAN.

A More Comfortable  
and Convenient Way to 
Straighten Your Teeth

FAMILY FRIENDLY 
FULL-SERVICE PRACTICE


