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Independence Day (colloquially the Fourth of July) is a federal holiday in the United
States commemorating the Declaration of Independence, which was ratified by the
Second Continental Congress on July 4, 1776. The Second Continental Congress
declared that the Thirteen Colonies were no longer subject (and subordinate) to the
monarch of Britain, King George III, and were now united, free, and independent
states. The Congress voted to approve independence on July 2, 1776, and adopted
the Declaration of Independence two days later, on July 4. 
  Independence Day is commonly associated with fireworks, parades, barbecues,
carnivals, fairs, picnics, concerts, baseball games, family reunions, political speeches,
and ceremonies, in addition to various other public and private events celebrating the
history, government, and traditions of the United States. Independence Day is the 
national day of the United States. 
History  During the American Revolution, the legal separation of the thirteen colonies
from Great Britain in 1776 actually occurred on July 2, when the Second Continental 
Congress voted to approve a resolution of independence that had been proposed in
June by Richard Henry Lee of Virginia declaring the United States independent from
Great Britain's rule. After voting for independence, Congress turned its attention to
the Declaration of Independence, a statement explaining this decision, which had been
prepared by a Committee of Five, with Thomas Jefferson as its principal author.
Congress debated and revised the wording of the Declaration to remove its vigorous
denunciation of the slave trade, finally approving it two days later on July 4. A day
earlier, John Adams had written to his wife Abigail: 

“The second day of July 1776, will be the most memorable epoch in the history of
America. I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated by succeeding generations as
the great anniversary festival. It ought to be commemorated as the day of deliverance,
by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with pomp
and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, from
one end of this continent to the other, from this time forward forever more.” 

Adams's prediction was off by two days. From the outset, Americans celebrated
independence on July 4, the date shown on the much-publicized Declaration of
Independence, rather than on July 2, the date the resolution of independence was
approved in a closed session of Congress. 

Historians have long disputed whether members of Congress signed the Declaration 
of Independence on July 4, even though Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and
Benjamin Franklin all later wrote that they had signed it on that day. Most historians
have concluded that the Declaration was signed nearly a month after its adoption, 
on August 2, 1776, and not on July 4 as is commonly believed. 

By a remarkable coincidence, Thomas Jefferson and John Adams, the only two
signatories of the Declaration of Independence later to serve as presidents of the
United States, both died on the same day: July 4, 1826, which was the 50th anniversary
of the Declaration, Jefferson even mentioning the fact. Although not a signatory of
the Declaration of Independence, James Monroe, another Founding Father who was
elected president, also died on July 4, 1831, making him the third President who died
on the anniversary of independence. The only U.S. president to have been born on
Independence Day was Calvin Coolidge, who was born on July 4, 1872. 
Observance  In 1777, thirteen gunshots were fired in salute, once at morning and
once again as evening fell, on July 4 in Bristol, Rhode Island. An article in the
July 18, 1777 issue of The Virginia Gazette noted a celebration in Philadelphia in a
manner a modern American would find familiar: an official dinner for the Continental
Congress, toasts, 13-gun salutes, speeches, prayers, music, parades, troop reviews,
and fireworks. Ships in port were decked with red, white, and blue bunting. 
    In 1778, from his headquarters at Ross Hall, near New Brunswick, New Jersey,
General George Washington marked July 4 with a double ration of rum for his soldiers 
and an artillery 
salute (feu de joie). 
Across the Atlantic 
Ocean, ambassa-
dors John Adams 
and Benjamin 
Franklin held a 
dinner for their   
fellow Americans 
in Paris, France. 

In 1779, July 4 
fell on a Sunday. 
The holiday was 
celebrated on 
Monday, July 5. 

In 1781, the 
Ma s s a chu s e t t s 
General Court       
became the first 
state legislature to         
recognize July 4 as 
a state celebration. 

In 1783, Salem, 
North Carolina, 
held a celebration 
with a challenging 
music program   
assembled by         
Johann Friedrich 
Peter entitled The 
Psalm of Joy. The 
town claims it to 
be the first public 
July 4 event, as it 
was carefully doc-
umented by the 
Moravian Church, and there are no government records of any earlier celebrations. 

In 1870, the U.S. Congress made Independence Day an unpaid holiday for federal
employees. 

In 1938, Congress changed Independence Day to a paid federal holiday. 
Notable celebrations  Held since 1785, the Bristol Fourth of July Parade in Bristol, 
Rhode Island, is the oldest continuous Independence Day celebration in the United
States. 
• Since 1868, Seward, Nebraska, has held a celebration on the same town square. In
1979 Seward was designated "America's Official Fourth of July City-Small Town USA" 
by resolution of Congress. Seward has also been proclaimed "Nebraska's Official
Fourth of July City" by Governor J. James Exon in proclamation. Seward is a town
of 6,000 but swells to 40,000+ during the July 4 celebrations. 
• Since 1912, the Rebild Society, a Danish-American friendship organization, has
held a July 4 weekend festival that serves as a homecoming for Danish-Americans in
the Rebild Hills of Denmark. 
• Since 1959, the International Freedom Festival is jointly held in Detroit, Michigan,
and Windsor, Ontario, during the last week of June each year as a mutual celebration
of Independence Day and Canada Day (July 1). It culminates in a large fireworks
display over the Detroit River. 
• The famous Macy's fireworks display usually held over the East River in New York City 
has been televised nationwide on NBC, and locally on WNBC-TV since 1976. In 2009, 
the fireworks display was returned to the Hudson River for the first time since 2000 to 
commemorate the 400th anniversary of Henry Hudson's exploration of that river. 
• The Boston Pops Orchestra has hosted a music and fireworks show over the Charles
River Esplanade called the "Boston Pops Fireworks Spectacular" annually since 1973. 
Canons are traditionally fired during the 1812 Overture. The event was broadcast
nationally from 1991 until 2002 on A&E, and since 2002 by CBS and its Boston
station WBZ-TV. WBZ/1030 and WBZ-TV broadcast the entire event locally, and
from 2002 through 2012, CBS broadcast the final hour of the concert nationally in
primetime. The national broadcast was put on hiatus beginning in 2013, which Pops
executive producer David G. Mugar believed was the result of decreasing viewership
caused by NBC's encore presentation of the Macy's fireworks. The national broadcast
was revived for 2016, and expanded to two hours. In 2017, Bloomberg Television
took over coverage duty, with WHDH carrying local coverage beginning in 2018. 
• On the Capitol lawn in Washington, D.C., A Capitol Fourth, a free concert broadcast 
live by PBS, NPR and the American Forces Network, precedes the fireworks and 
attracts over half a million people annually. 
 

Food/Yard Sale $1 Day 
  

This event will take place Friday, July 8 at Harvest Ministries, Wadesboro, beginning 
at 10:00 a.m. – until. There will be items there costing $1 to $3 and all proceeds will
go directly to Anson County Toys for Tots. Plates will sold. 

If there are any questions please contact Vancine Sturdivant at 704-294-0480. 
 

Toys for Tots Masquerade Ball 
 

This event will be held Saturday, July 23, beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the
Lockhart-Taylor Center. Tickets cost $20. All proceeds will go directly to Anson
County Toys for Tots 

If there are any questions, please contact Vancine Sturdivant at 704-294-0480.

    Originally entitled Yankee Doodle, this is one of several 
versions of a scene painted by A. M. Willard that came to be 
known as The Spirit of '76. Often imitated or parodied, it is 
a familiar symbol of American patriotism.

704-694-3618

Accepting  
New Patients 

We Accept  
Most Insurances 

Call for an appointment today

Locally Owned & Operated
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Access to family planning health care 
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ANSON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
110 Ashe Street
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today at the Anson County Health Department
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Highway 74 West in Wadesboro  •  704-694-3185
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PINE BEDROOM 

QUEEN SET $300 OFF 

KING SET $400
HAVE A 
HAPPY 

AND SAFE  
JULY 4TH

IF MY PEOPLE WHO ARE CALLED BY MY NAME WILL HUMBLE 
THEMSELVES, AND PRAY AND SEEK MY FACE, AND TURN FROM THEIR 
WICKED WAYS, THEN I WILL HEAR FROM HEAVEN, AND WILL FORGIVE 
THEIR SIN AND HEAL THEIR LAND.   II CHRONICLES 7:14
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