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Revised School Calendar Approved;
Classes Begin August 24

The Board of Education approved a revised 2026-2027
school calendar during a called meeting on Monday,
July 13. Under the revised calendar, the first day of school
for students will be Monday, August 24, 2026.

Parents, students and staff are encouraged to review
the updated calendar for important dates throughout the

upcoming school year.

The revised 2026-2027 school calendar is available
online at: linktr.ee/ansoncountyschools.

Pee Dee Electric Awards Scholarships to Eight Local Graduates
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Free Mobile Pharmacy Event
Coming to Wadesboro July 31

Free over-the-counter medicines
and health resources available to the public

Residents of Anson County and surrounding communities
will have an opportunity to receive free over-the-counter
medications and connect with healthcare resources during
a Mobile Free Pharmacy event on Friday, July 31.

NC MedAssist, in partnership with Atrium Health,
Grace Senior Services and the Partnership for Children,
will host the event from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Harvest
Ministries, 1134 E. Caswell St. in Wadesboro.

The event is free and open to the public. Adults age 18
and older may receive over-the-counter medications while
supplies last. No identification, proof of residency, income
verification or registration is required.

Available items may include pain relievers, cold and
cough medicines, allergy medications, digestive aids,
vitamins, children's medicines and other health essentials,

depending on availability.

In addition to distributing
free medications, NC MedAssist
representatives will be avail-
able to determine eligibility
for the organization's Free
Pharmacy Program, which
provides prescription medica-
tions at no cost to uninsured
North  Carolina residents
whose household income is at
or below 300 percent of the
federal poverty level.

For more information
about NC MedAssist and its
programs, visit:
www. medassist.org.
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Eight graduating seniors have been awarded $1,000 college scholarships through Pee Dee Electric's Awareness
Committee, recognizing their academic achievements and commitment to serving their communities.

Each year, the committee raises scholarship funds through raffles and its annual golf tournament to help high
school seniors throughout Pee Dee Electric's service area continue their education after graduation. The scholarships
are designed to encourage students as they pursue college degrees and work toward achieving their educational
and career goals. This year's recipients were selected based on their academic excellence, leadership and dedication
to their schools and communities.

Please join Pee Dee Electric in congratulating these 2026 scholarship recipients.

South Piedmont
Foundation
Scholarship

Applications Open
for Fall Semester

Deadline is August 2

The South Piedmont Com-
munity College Foundation is
accepting applications for its
Fall 2026 Foundation Schol-
arships, with an application
deadline of Sunday, August 2.

Through the generosity of
South Piedmont Foundation
donors, the scholarships are
available to eligible curriculum
and continuing education
students to help them pursue
their educational and career
goals.

Students may apply online
at the following websites:

e Curriculum students:
spcc.awardspring.com

¢ Continuing Education:
spcc.awardspring.com/
prospective/signin

As part of the application
process, students will answer
questions about themselves
and their educational goals
and upload a recent photo-
graph. The information will
be shared with scholarship
donors to help them learn
more about the students they
are supporting.

Scholarship recipients will
be recognized during the
Foundation's ~ Scholarship
Recognition Luncheon on
April 15, 2027. Recipients
will have the opportunity to
meet their scholarship donors
and will receive a commemo-
rative medallion to wear

during commencement
ceremonies.
Eligible  students are

encouraged to complete their
applications  before  the
Aug. 2 deadline. Anyone with
questions about the applica-
tion process should contact
South Piedmont Community
College's Financial Aid Office.

spcc.edu/admissions-aid/pay
ing-for-college/scholarships.

INSIDE THIS EDITION...THE SAVE COUPON BOOK

SAVE HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS WITH COUPONS
FOR MANY PRODUCTS THAT YOU USE EVERY DAY!

Anson County Pulls Together During Water Emergency
Community response highlights resilience as recovery efforts continue

For more than a week, Anson County has been recovering from one of the largest public utility emergencies in its history. A major failure in the
county's public water system left most of the county without running water for more than a day during the early stages of the emergency. As of
Wednesday press time, residents and businesses are continuing to operate under a countywide Boil Water Advisory and Water Conservation
Advisory while water system repairs, flushing operations and laboratory testing remain underway.

According to official information released by Anson County Government, the emergency began Tuesday, July 7, when a major transmission
water line failed near the intersection of U.S. Highway 74 East and Morven Freight Line Road. The break caused a widespread loss of water
pressure across the county, setting in motion a complex recovery effort that has included repairing additional water line breaks, restoring system
pressure, flushing water lines, disinfecting the distribution system and conducting extensive water quality testing.

For most residents, the outage has become much more than an inconvenience. Something as simple as turning on a faucet suddenly became
impossible. Families have hauled bottled water into their homes, carefully rationing supplies and adjusting nearly every part of their daily routines.
Cooking, bathing, washing clothes, making coffee, brushing teeth and even flushing toilets have become daily challenges for thousands of people.

The emergency continues to have a significant impact on Anson County's economy. Many local restaurants, among the businesses hit hardest
by the prolonged outage and boil water advisory, have temporarily closed or significantly limited operations while complying with health regulations.
Other businesses purchased bottled water, ice and sanitation supplies to continue serving customers whenever possible, while manufacturers,
medical offices and countless other employers adapted as best they could.

Agriculture also has felt the effects of the emergency. Farmers have worked to ensure livestock continue receiving safe drinking water, while pet
owners have relied on bottled or boiled water for their animals. Organizations responsible for the care of animals, including Friends of Anson
County Animal Shelter, have continued caring for homeless dogs and cats despite the additional challenges created by the outage.

As repairs continue, county officials explain that restoring a countywide water system is a careful, step-by-step process. Once pressure is restored
to damaged water lines, additional leaks and breaks are often discovered in several locations, requiring more repairs before the system can be fully
stabilized. Crews have also begun flushing hydrants throughout the county to remove trapped air and distribute disinfectant through the water system.

County officials have advised residents they may notice a stronger chlorine odor or temporary cloudy water as restoration continues.
Officials explained that additional chlorine has intentionally been introduced into the system to disinfect the water following the loss of pressure.
Cloudy water, they said, is generally caused by air trapped in the water lines during repressurization and is not unusual during system restoration.
Boil Water As of Wednesday press time, the county's Boil Water Advisory and Water Conservation Advisory remained in effect. Residents were
instructed to boil water for at least one minute before using it for drinking, preparing food or beverages, making ice, brushing teeth, washing fruits
and vegetables, preparing infant formula or giving water to pets. Water that is not boiled could continue to be used for bathing, showering, laundry
and flushing toilets, provided care was taken not to swallow it. County officials emphasized that the boil water advisory will remain in effect until
laboratory testing confirms the water is safe and state officials authorize lifting the advisory.

Throughout the emergency, Anson County Government has provided updates to residents through news releases and social media, explaining repairs,
restoration efforts and safety recommendations as conditions changed. Those updates have served as the official source of information during the recovery.
The Community Steps Up If the emergency has demonstrated how dependent every community is on a reliable water system, it has also
demonstrated the strength of Anson County itself.

Businesses, organizations and volunteers have stepped forward to help their neighbors. Food Lion donated bottled water for distribution to -
residents. Fire departments across the county serve as distribution sites, while Anson law enforcement has assisted with getting water into the
hands of those who need it. Local governments, civic organizations and countless residents have also worked quietly behind the scenes, checking
on elderly neighbors, sharing supplies and helping one another through the disruption.

The recovery effort has also extended well beyond Anson County. Water has been donated by many, including the N.C. Wing Civil Air Patrol,
N.C. Forest Service and Red Cross. Neighboring water departments answered the call for assistance, sending experienced utility crews and
equipment to help local personnel restore the system. Charlotte Water and other agencies are assisting with flushing operations and water sampling,
while North Carolina Emergency Management provides additional support as recovery efforts continue.

Special recognition belongs to the employees of the Anson County Water Department. While most residents have seen only the effects of the
outage, water department personnel have spent long days and nights locating breaks, excavating damaged lines, making repairs, restoring pressure,
flushing hundreds of miles of water mains and preparing the system for water quality testing. Working in intense summer heat and often around
the clock, they have carried the responsibility of restoring one of the county's most essential public services as quickly and safely as possible.

The events of the past week have also renewed attention to the condition of Anson County's aging water infrastructure. In the wake of the
emergency, State Rep. Mark Brody announced he is seeking $100 million in state funding to repair and modernize the county's water and sewer
systems. According to Brody, the proposal would help address long-term infrastructure needs highlighted by the July 7 water line failure and
improve the system's reliability for years to come.

Although the emergency has created = ~
significant hardship for residents, businesses = — 2
and farms, county officials have emphasized
that restoring a water system serving an entire
county cannot happen quickly. Every repair
must be followed by flushing, disinfection
and extensive laboratory testing before
public health advisories can safely be lifted.

As of Wednesday press time, recovery
efforts continue across Anson County. While
residents look forward to the day normal
routines can finally resume, the past week
has already demonstrated something
perhaps as important as the challenges
themselves. It has revealed a community
willing to pull together during difficult
circumstances. Public employees, emergency
responders, neighboring utility crews, local
businesses, volunteers and ordinary citizens
have answered the call to help one another.
Long after the final boil water advisory is
lifted and life returns to normal, many
residents will remember not only the
inconvenience of going without water, but
also the generosity, cooperation and
resilience that has carried Anson County s e
through one of the most challenging weeks g 2% b T8 % F S,

in its recent history. Photo courtesy of WSOC TV

Check to see what coupons are in today’s Save Coupon Book.
Previous Save Coupon Books included coupons for these products:

Bayer Aspirin « Swiffer - Clairol - Covergirl - Icy Hot - Ensure
Excedrin < Tums * Flonase + Nexium « Centrum * Sensodyne * Zyrtec
Refresh Eye Drops * Depend & Poise « Xyzal - Allegra - Nasacort
Omaha Steaks * CeraVe Lotion + Gas-X < Boost « Secret - Aleve - Dove




