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Scholarship Essay Contest Winners at East Rock Ford Baptist Church

East Rock Ford Baptist Church held its annual Ellen Meachem Baptist Training Union (BTU) Scholarship Essay
Contest on Sunday, July 9. Pictured above are, from left: Judges, Williesenia Ingram (Uwharrie Bank Customer
Service Representative), Linda McCormick (Wadesboro Elementary Principal) and Margaret Ridenhour (Alcoa Alu-
minum retiree); Reverend D. S. Taylor (Pastor); and contestants, Kelton Sturdivant (Anson High 9th grader — Sec-
ond Place winner), Zontavia Little (Anson High YCC 10th grader — First Place winner) and Brandon Watson
(UNC-Charlotte Freshman — First Place College winner).

Wildlife Commission Advises You to Keep Wildlife Wild

"Help keep wildlife wild." That is the advice Jessie Birckhead doles out daily to people
who call her with questions and anecdotes about their interactions with wildlife.

Birckhead, an extension biologist with the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission,
receives calls from well-intentioned people who make the mistake of interacting with
wildlife by feeding them, making them "pets" or "helping” wildlife.

"When spring arrives, wildlife are increasingly active, people are out more and the
opportunity for people and wild animals to interact increases greatly - what we call
human-wildlife interactions," Birckhead said. "Feeding wildlife, whether intentionally
or unintentionally, is probably the number one reason interactions can turn negative.
So we always tell people, never feed wildlife - it almost always leads to problems for
both the animal and the person feeding it."

Wild animals that are provided with a steady, human-supplied food source can lose
their natural fear of humans, which can turn them into nuisance animals.

"We get a lot of calls and requests for assistance with foxes and raccoons that people
see in their backyards, usually because they're inadvertently feeding the animals,"
Birckhead said. "We suggest ways they can keep unwanted wildlife out of their yards,
such as securing garbage in containers with tight-fitting lids, keeping trash inside as
late as possible on pick-up days, keeping bird-feed areas clean, using bird feeders that
keep seed off the ground and, if they have pets outside, making sure all pet food is
consumed and empty bowls are promptly removed."

Feeding wildlife also can increase the chance of disease transmission among people,
pets and wildlife. When human-supplied food is readily available, animals will gather
in abnormally large numbers, which can allow diseases -- such as salmonellosis, dis-
temper or rabies -- to spread.

"Rabies is of particular concern because it is an almost always-fatal disease and it is
possible to find it in several native mammals, most notably raccoons, bats and foxes,"
Birckhead said. "If someone is feeding a species of wildlife that can carry rabies and
they happen to have contact with that animal, that person is looking at costly, uncom-
fortable post-exposure treatments to protect against rabies."

Disease transmission also is a good reason why people shouldn't attempt to make a
wild animal a pet. Not only is it dangerous for the animal and the person, but it is also
illegal without a permit issued by the Commission.

Birckhead also cautions people to refrain from capturing and handling a wild
animal, particularly young wildlife, as doing so can stress it, sometimes fatally.
And for those people who want to "help" wildlife, such as a fawn that looks
abandoned or a fledging bird hopping awkwardly on the ground, Birckhead tells
them to "just leave it alone and keep your distance. Chances are the mother is
nearby feeding and will return when she feels it is safe to do so."

The Commission maintains on its website a list of licensed wildlife rehabilitators who

can assist with injured or
truly orphaned wildlife.
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recommends a few tips
for creating a wildlife-
friendly backyard, regard-
less of size:
e Planting native trees,
grasses, shrubs, flowers
e Creating a rock garden
e Creating a small pond
or fountain
¢ Building bird and bat
houses. More information
at www.batcon.org.
e Creating brush piles
from pruned trees, shrubs
and vines

Anyone who has ques-
tions about human-wildlife
interactions can call the
Commission's new N.C.
Wildlife Helpline toll-free
at 866-318-2401. For
more information about
co-existing with wildlife,
visit www. ncwildlife.org/
Have-A-Problem/Tips-on-
Coexisting-with-Wildlife.

Call for an
appointment today

FAST WADE

Alan Jackson

SCHOOL SUPPLY GIVE-AWAY

@ﬁgﬁ SATURDAY AUGUST 1™ AT 11:00 AM
= AT HARVEST MINISTRIES

swu /0

Call 704-695-2879 —

Or to donate school supplios
Jharve in

G BN AY
£ WILL BE ‘E‘E‘N" '“, PENCILS.

; €.
SESESE SRS
P soowBACE cwoot
MANY eeuesS

ANCE
BVE A cH
= WL H NZES.
ADULTS i CASH PRI e

s, &
GIFT cARD For More Details

DON’T
MISS IT!

Special Buasts..
abob, []n & marell I8

THIS YEAR : HARVEST MINISTRIES
COMMISSIONER VANCINE STURDIVANT /FAITH BASED CENTER OF HOPE
SHERIFF LANDRIC REID / STRIDE WITH PRIDE SHOE GIVEAWAY
LEON GATEWOOD ( HOLLAY) AND MANY OTHERS
ARE PARTNERING TO MAKE A LARGER IMPACT

Sl BACKT®

SPECIAL GUESTS & MORE

YOUR DONATION OF SZ0.00 COULD HELP US )
PURCHASE OVER 100 BOOK BAGS FOR CHILDREN!! Gaad”

THE EXPRESS ¢ July 19, 2017  Page 6

The Savings Are HUGE

During The Annual

Hospice of Chesterfield County
Thrift & Gift Store

The Discount Grows Throughout the Sule!
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) Get An Early Start ~———
on Your Christmas —
Shopping & Save BIG!
Jewelry - Flags - Sheet Sets - Tumblers..
Handbags & Much More! .

Shop Early & Often!
We Won't Be Reordering During The Sale!
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Hospice of Chesterfield Counfy
Thiift & Gitt Store

THRIFT & GIFT STORE

122 Main Street in Chesterfield
843-623-3938  Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm

Proceeds benefit terminall llpatients and their families served by Hospice of
Chestertield County. Donations of new and gently used items greatly appreciated.



