State Forest or State Park:
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Rangers, fishing, educational programs and the use
of prescribed fire are a few things that state parks
and state forests have in common in North Carolina.
Because of this, not being able to easily distinguish a
state forest from a state park is a trap most people
fall in. Probably the most common denominator
between state parks and state forests is the fantastic
trail system that is found in both. Whether it ushers
visitors to a waterfall, assists them in reaching the
mountain summit or guides them though a quiet forest,
these systems are one of many physical attributes
that camouflage a state park as a state forest and vice
versa. One of the easiest ways visitors can discern
whether they are in a state park or state forest is by
the signage found at the entrance. While these agencies
share several common goals, and in some circum-
stances partner to share resources, it’s important to
note the differences that separate the two entities.

In North Carolina, state forests are managed by the
N.C. Forest Service, the largest division within the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services. State parks fall under the N.C. Division of Parks and Recreation,
a division of the N.C. Department of Natural and Cultural Resources which is a cabinet
agency. The mission of the N.C. Forest Service is “to protect, manage and promote
forest resources for the citizens of North Carolina.” Among these forest resources
are wood products and wildlife habitat. Timber harvesting is conducted regularly in
the state forests while the operation is a rare occurrence in state parks. The N.C.
State Park system’s mission is “to inspire all its citizens and visitors through
conservation, recreation and education.” N.C. State Parks are focused on
preservation, with minimal manipulation of natural systems.

One of the similarities shared by state parks and state forests are recreational
opportunities. However, those recreational opportunities are very different. Most or
at least some state parks allow e-Bikes on trails, rock climbing, cabin rentals and
concession stands. State forests do not. While hunting is allowed in some state forests,
it’s prohibited in all state parks. Camping is common across the state park system,
however, camping opportunities within state forests are limited. Alcohol is allowed in
certain designated areas while visiting state parks but prohibited within all state forests.

State forests and state parks also offer a variety of educational opportunities and
programs. Of the nine state forests, the N.C. Forest Service has dedicated six of them
as Educational State Forests. North Carolina’s educational state forest system has
been developed for use as living environmental education centers. These managed
forests are designed to promote better understanding of the value of forests in our
lives. One of the unique features offered at the educational state forests is the Talking
Tree Trail, showcasing “talking trees” that contain recorded messages that educate
the listener about the forest.

State forests and state parks also share common approaches when it comes to the
prevention of wildfires on their respective public lands. One of the most effective tools
in reducing the risk of devastating wildfires is the method of planned, low intensity
prescribed fire. Many folks might remember images of the Grindstone Fire at
Pilot Mountain State Park in November 2021. As an emergency response agency,
the N.C. Forest Service managed the Grindstone Fire with a similar approach to a
prescribed fire. Proper, proactive management of prescribed fire by state parks not
only allowed responders to achieve relatively quick containment but also minimized
the impacts of wildfire. In either a state park or a state forest, visitors may observe
indicators that a prescribed burn was conducted recently.

Both types of public lands are set aside for the enjoyment and education of their
visitors. Funded by state revenues, these two entities are dedicated to protecting the
natural resources of North Carolina. While both offer a variety of recreational and
educational opportunities for all ages, their differences and similarities are what make
each unique. And whether you prefer to visit one over the other, it’s important to
demonstrate responsible visitation so these collective efforts will continue to go a long
way in the conservation of not only North Carolina’s beautiful state forests and parks
but also the natural resources that exist within them.
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We Care

About Your
Family’s Eyes
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<>~ ANSON FAMILY
~ OPTOMETRIC, PLLC.

1134 Holly Street in Wadesboro (0n Huwy 74 across from CV'S)
Mon-Thurs 8:30-5 & Closed Fridays 704-694-3618

NCDOT Encourages Summer Drone Safety

National Drone Safety Day was this past Saturday, and North Carolina officials are
bracing for one of the busiest summers yet for the wildly popular devices.

Across the state there are about 15,000 registered recreational drones and more
than 9,500 registered commercial drones, according to the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration. But these unmanned aircraft systems can be dangerous if not operated prop-
erly. That's why the N.C. Department of Transportation is reminding everyone to
follow drone safety guidelines to have a fun, and safe, summer.

NCDOT's Division of Aviation has provided the following tips to help pilots make
sure they're flying safely and legally: Always fly no more than 400 feet above ground level.
e Always keep the drone within your visual line of sight.e Respect people's privacy.
e Avoid flying over events or crowds; never fly directly over people.

e Never fly near or above prisons or airports.
* Don' fly at night without proper training and lights.

In addition to these guidelines, drone pilots are advised to take the time to learn
about the state (ncdot.gouv/divisions/aviation/uas) and federal (faa.gow/newsroom)
laws governing drones, as well as local restrictions in their area.

Anyone interested in flying a drone in North Carolina for commercial or
government operations must obtain a permit from the N.C. Division of Aviation.
Before applying, prospective users must pass NCDOT's UAS Knowledge Test:
(eaviation.ncdot.goy/UAS).

The permitting system began in 2016 and is designed to help drone owners better
understand restrictions on drone use through a simple and efficient online process.

ANSON PEDIATRICS

PROVIDING QUALITY PEDIATRIC
CARE IN ANSON COUNTY

Flu Shots Available We Offer ADHD Evaluations
Same Day Sick Appointments Available - Accepting New Patients

'BEAT THE RUSH!
Be prepared for the next school year

SCHEDULE YOUR CHILD'S PHYSICAL NOW

KINDERGARTEN e SPORTS e CAMPS
PRE-K e DAYCARE

Sarah P. Elliott, MD
Serving Anson County
Since 1996

"Children Are A Gift From God”

Call 704-994-2300 for an Appointment
904 Morven Road, Wadesboro, NC 28170

AucTion LIVE ESTATE AUCTION
SATURDAY, AUG 13 10am

ALBERT & ALISE ALLEN ESTATE
1205 White Store Road in Wadesboro

Furniture, Glassware, Tools, Collectibles & More.
PREVIEW FRIDAY, AUGUST 12, FROM 2 TO 5:30 p.m.

Go to www.bobrobesonauction.com for more info.

B0OB ROBESON & ASSOCIATES NCAL #5532
Chesterfield, SC  843-921-2935 www.bobrobesonauction.com

Triangle
Now
H|R|NG & Brick

Triangle Brick Company in Wadesboro, N.C. currently
has openings for maintenance technicians on 1st, 2nd & 3rd
shifts in our Packaging Department.

8 to 10 hour shifts, with opportunity for overtime. (May have
to work weekends.)

Candidates should be self-motivated and team oriented with
safety as their # 1 priority. Responsibilities include maintaining
mechanical, pneumatic, hydraulics and preventive maintenance
on the machine to prevent downtime on equipment. Candidate
should have a strong background in industrial maintenance and
willing to be on call.

Salary is commensurate with experience and qualifications

Excellent benefits including Medical, Short-Term Disability,
Dental, Life, 401-K, Paid Holidays & Vacation, Xmas Bonus!

Stable company for over 50 years.

Apply In Person At:
TRIANGLE BRICK COMPANY

2960 US Highway 52 North in Wadesboro ¢ 704-695-1420

CLASSIFTEDS

MARSHVILLE
FAMILY DENTISTRY

|REAL ESTATE FOR RENT|

CRIDER & CRIDER

DOUBLE SIZE MATTRESS NEEDED

I would like to purchase a double size mattress
in good, clean condition that is 3 years old.
This is due to allergy problems with new mattresses.
Please call 704-826-8981

General, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

6604 E. Marshville Blvd.

Marshville, NC 28103

PROPERTIES

704-694-3030

UWHARRIE
BANK

704-694-2122

Member

FDIC

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

OFFICE SUITE FOR LEASE
3 ROOM SUITE + COMMON AREA
IN THE EXPRESS BUILDING
UPTOWN WADESBORO
$750 rent includes utilities
Call 704-681-5776

SELLIT RENTIT
SERVICES EMPLOYMENT ADS

THE EXPRESS CLASSIFIEDS
704-694-2480

704-624-6300
www.marshvilledentist.com

WE SELL APPLIANCE PARTS

MARTIN FURNITURE
FACTORY OUTLET

High Quality - Low Prices

1367 Highway 74 West
Wadesboro - 704-694-3185




