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Public Records Show Auditor's Liaison Advised Republican  
Members of the Anson Elections Board on Director Removal 

 
Anson Election Board Executive Director Sherry Melton was removed from her position 
 
 Public records released through a request by the nonprofit organization American Oversight show that Dallas Woodhouse, 
then serving as elections liaison in the North Carolina Auditor's Office, provided guidance to Republican members of 
the Anson County Board of Elections on how to seek the removal of a county elections director. 
 According to the records, Woodhouse emailed Anson County Board of Elections Chair Kelly Newton and Republican 
members of the New Hanover County Board of Elections in September 2025 with a step-by-step guide explaining 
how county boards could recommend terminating their executive directors. The materials included instructions   
on preparing documentation, conducting a closed session and drafting a petition to the State Board of Elections.   
One section instructed board members to "LIST REASONS. BE PRECISE. EXTREMELY FACTUAL. DO NOT ADD 
OPINION, ONLY LIST WHAT YOU CAN PROVE." 
 Woodhouse told NC Newsline he never instructed counties to fire anyone and said Republican board members sought 
his advice while attempting to resolve issues within their local elections offices. He also said he believed county boards 
should not seek procedural guidance from the State Board of Elections because that agency ultimately decides whether 
to approve termination requests. 
 The records also note that the Anson County Board of Elections successfully petitioned the State Board of Elections 
earlier this year to remove Executive Director Sherry Melton from her position. 
 American Oversight Executive Director Chioma Chukwu said the records raise significant questions about the   
Auditor's Office's involvement in election administration. In a statement, Chukwu said the documents indicate Auditor's 
Office staff advised county boards on removing nonpartisan election administrators, conducted training sessions   
for county election officials and positioned themselves as a source of election guidance traditionally provided by   
the State Board of Elections. 
 Chukwu also alleged the records show county boards were encouraged to adopt early voting plans reflecting partisan 
preferences. She said election administration should remain within established legal channels and warned that actions 
outside those channels could undermine public confidence. 
 State Board of Elections member Jeff Carmon, a Democrat, has also questioned the extent of Woodhouse's involvement 
with county elections boards and recently requested that Woodhouse be subpoenaed to explain his communications 
with local officials. Carmon said the continuing release of public records raises additional questions about the Auditor's 
Office's role in election administration.      By Lynn Bonner, NC Newsline, ncnewsline.com 
 

Anson County Removed from State's Unit Assistance List 
 
Five years of financial improvements earn recognition from Local Government Commission 
 
 Anson County has reached a significant milestone in its efforts to strengthen financial management and accountability 
after being officially removed from the North Carolina Local Government Commission's (LGC) Unit Assistance   
List (UAL). The action recognizes the county's sustained improvements in financial operations, audit compliance,   
fiscal management and overall financial stewardship. 
 The Fiscal Management Section of the North Carolina Department of State Treasurer notified county officials that, 
based on Anson County's Fiscal Year 2025 audited financial statements, the county no longer meets the criteria for   
inclusion on the Unit Assistance List. State officials also commended county leadership and staff for their efforts and 
encouraged them to continue the practices that have strengthened the county's financial health. 
 County officials said the designation marks the culmination of nearly five years of deliberate organizational improvements 
and financial restructuring. Since late 2021, Anson County has focused on rebuilding its financial operations   
through disciplined management, stronger internal controls, staff development, modernized accounting practices and 
the timely completion of annual audits. 
 "I believe that being removed from the LGC's UAL is a major step forward for Anson County, and I thank the Finance 
Department for all of its hard work," County Manager Len Sossamon said. 
 Finance Director Holly Martinez-Borja, who joined Anson County in October 2021, described the achievement as 
the successful culmination of years of financial restructuring, discipline and shared sacrifice. 
 “This monumental achievement marks the successful culmination of years of financial restructuring, discipline, and 
shared sacrifice," Martinez-Borja said. "It represents a turning point for our local government and a powerful step forward 
for our entire community. This victory belongs to everyone who fought to restore the fiscal integrity of our county.   
Together, we stand fully committed to building a stronger, fiscally sound, and prosperous place we are proud to call home.” 
 Since 2021, the county has implemented numerous improvements designed to strengthen its financial operations. 
Those efforts included rebuilding and restructuring the Finance Department, strengthening internal financial controls 
and accountability measures, modernizing accounting procedures and monthly financial reporting, investing in staff 
training and professional development, eliminating a multi-year audit backlog, achieving timely completion of annual 
audits, establishing sustainable financial management practices to support long-term organizational success, and   
increasing cybersecurity and technological upgrades. 
 Board of Commissioners Chairman Jamie Caudle said the county intends to build on the progress that has been made. 
 "The work doesn't stop here," Caudle said. "Our Board has consistently supported efforts to strengthen County   
operations, and we remain committed to maintaining the high standards that made this achievement possible. We   
appreciate the partnership and guidance provided by the Local Government Commission throughout this process." 
 The Local Government Commission reviews the financial condition and audit results of local governments across 
North Carolina each year. Removal from the Unit Assistance List signifies that Anson County has demonstrated   
sustained improvement in fiscal management and compliance with state financial reporting standards. 
 County officials emphasized that being removed from the Unit Assistance List is not the end of the process but an 
important milestone in Anson County's ongoing commitment to responsible government, financial transparency and 
excellence in public service. They said the county remains committed to providing transparent, accountable and fiscally 
responsible government while continuing to build a stronger financial foundation for future generations through strategic 
leadership, sound financial management and continuous organizational improvement. 
 

Rogers’ Back-to-School Giveaway Planned for August 8 
 
 Families are invited to attend Rogers’ Back-to-School Giveaway on Saturday, August 8, from noon until 3 p.m. at 
Acorn Park on Main Street in Morven. The community event will feature school supplies, food, music and activities as 
students prepare for the upcoming school year. Attendees can enjoy hot dogs, chips, popcorn, snow cones, juice and 
water while supplies last. The event will also include face painting and music provided by a DJ. 
 Organizers hope the giveaway will help students head back to the classroom prepared and excited for a new school 
year while providing a fun afternoon for families. 
Donations  Donations are welcome to help support the event and provide school supplies and activities for local students. 
 For more information or to make a donation, contact Cortavious Johnson at 704-907-1842. 
 Organizers encourage families to mark their calendars and come out for an afternoon of food, fellowship and fun.

Two Arrested in Facebook 
Marketplace Armed Robbery 

 
Stolen dirt bike sale allegedly led to robbery in Morven 
 
 The Anson County Sheriff's Office has arrested two       
suspects in connection with an armed robbery                     
that stemmed from a Facebook Marketplace transaction 
involving a stolen dirt bike. 
 According to investigators, deputies responded on July 4 
to a reported armed robbery on Cason Oldfield Road near 
Morven. After securing the scene and assisting the victims, 
deputies began interviewing witnesses while additional        
officers searched the surrounding area for the suspects. 
 Detectives learned the victims had arranged through 
Facebook Marketplace to purchase a dirt bike from          
individuals they believed were legitimate sellers. When the 
victims arrived at the agreed-upon meeting location with 
cash to complete the purchase, a brief verbal exchange 
took place before one of the suspects allegedly displayed 
a firearm and stole the money. No injuries were reported. 
 As the investigation continued, detectives discovered the 
dirt bike advertised for sale had previously been reported 
stolen from the Morven area. Investigators also determined 
the suspects had allegedly arranged another meeting for 
the following day with a different prospective buyer in an 
attempt to sell the same stolen dirt bike again. 
 Through interviews, evidence collection and investigative 
leads, detectives identified the suspects as an unnamed         
juvenile and Lamon Lewis of Monroe. 
 On July 15, warrants were obtained charging the              
juvenile with felony robbery with a dangerous weapon and 
felony conspiracy to commit robbery with a dangerous 
weapon. The juvenile was taken into custody by the Union 
County Sheriff's Office on July 16 and transported to a          
juvenile detention facility, where the juvenile remains    
pending further court proceedings. 
 Additional evidence led investigators to obtain warrants 
on July 21 charging Lewis with felony robbery with a        
dangerous weapon, felony conspiracy to commit robbery 
with a dangerous weapon, felony possession of a stolen 
motor vehicle, and felony conspiracy to possess a stolen 
motor vehicle. Lewis was arrested without incident by the 
Monroe Police Department on July 22 and transported to 
the Union County Jail, where he was served with the          
outstanding warrants and held without bond. 
 The investigation remains active, and the Sheriff's Office 
said additional arrests and charges are possible as                
detectives continue to pursue leads. 
 The Sheriff's Office also reminds the public to use caution 
when buying or selling items through online marketplaces. 
Whenever possible, buyers and sellers should meet in          
well-lit public locations, preferably at designated safe            
exchange zones or law enforcement facilities, avoid carrying 
large amounts of cash, and report suspicious activity to law 
enforcement immediately. 
 Sheriff's Office officials also commended the Monroe Police 
Department and the Union County Sheriff's Office for their 
assistance in locating and apprehending both suspects. 
 

Ansonville Man Arrested in Attempted 
Vehicle Break-In Investigation 

 
 Anson County Sheriff's deputies arrested an Ansonville 
man after investigators say he was captured on surveillance 
video attempting to break into multiple vehicles in the same 
neighborhood. 
 According to the Sheriff's Office, deputies responded 
around 3 a.m. on July 26 to Ridge Street in Ansonville 
after receiving a report of a person attempting to break 
into vehicles. Video footage provided by the victims              
allegedly showed Steven O'Neil Clark walking through the 
area and trying to open the doors of several parked vehicles. 
 Investigators noted that Clark had recently completed a 
60-day sentence in the Anson County Jail for a series of 
vehicle break-ins that occurred during February and March of 
this year. Warrants were subsequently obtained for his arrest. 
 Later that same day, a second resident from the              
neighborhood posted additional surveillance video on       
Facebook that investigators say also showed Clark attempting 
to enter vehicles. 
 Detectives obtained additional warrants, and deputies 
later located Clark at his residence in Ansonville, where he 
was taken into custody without incident. 
 Clark was charged with three counts of attempted    
breaking and entering a motor vehicle and one count of 
second-degree trespass. He was placed in the Anson 
County Jail under a $50,000 secured bond. 
 

Anson County Farmers Market 
Welcomes Shoppers Each Saturday 

 
 Fresh produce, local meats, baked goods, handmade 
crafts, and much more can be found each Saturday                
at the Anson County Farmers Market, located at              
1736 Highway 52 South in Wadesboro, next to Cobb. 
 The market is open every Saturday from 8 a.m. until 
noon through September, providing residents and visitors 
an opportunity to support local farmers, artisans, and       
small businesses while shopping for a wide variety of              
locally produced goods. 
 Products available throughout the season include fresh 
seasonal produce, natural meats, eggs, honey,                
baked goods, plants, jams and jellies, pickles and relishes, 
herbs and spices, body care products, jewelry, accessories, 
fabric crafts, lemonade, gifts, toys, home décor, and more. 
 The market has become a popular gathering place 
where community members can shop locally, meet            
area farmers and vendors, and enjoy a family-friendly             
atmosphere each weekend. 
 For more information, contact Llesl Hall at 704-238-
7104 or email ansoncountyfarmersmarket@yahoo.com. 
 Follow the Anson County Farmer's Market on Facebook 
and Instagram @ansoncountyfarmersmarket for updates 
on vendors, special events, and seasonal offerings. 
 Whether you're looking for a basket of fresh vegetables, 
a unique handmade gift, or simply a pleasant way to spend 
a Saturday morning, the Anson County Farmers Market 
offers something for everyone.

Anson Health Department 
Hosts Christmas in July 

Community Health Event 
 
 The Anson County Health Department 
welcomed families from across the county 
to its 2026 Christmas in July Community 
Health Event on July 16, combining pre-
ventive healthcare, school readiness and 
community support in a festive atmosphere. 
 Held from 1 to 5 p.m., the event provided 
sports physicals, childhood immunizations and 
back-to-school resources while connecting 
families with local organizations and  
available community services. 
 Children enjoyed meeting Santa Claus 
and the Grinch, while families received 
backpacks filled with school supplies,  
hygiene kits, baby items, refreshments,  
bottled water, gently used clothing and other 
donated resources made possible through 
local sponsors and community partners. 
 The event was supported by Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of North Carolina, Monroe 
Biomedical Research, Bernice Bennett, 
Winnie Bennett, Marlene and Frank 
Richardson, Anson County Partnership for 
Children (Smart Start), Anson County 
Schools, Food Lion, UnitedHealthcare, 
Healthy Blue, Safe Kids, Hope Pregnancy 
Center, Support Incorporated, Anson  

Community Action, Flavors Water Ice, and the Tau Nu Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., of Monroe. 
 Coordinated by Claretta Little, RN, BSN, ACHD Immunization Nurse, and Noelia Chumpitaz, ACHD Health    
Educator, the event reflected the Health Department's ongoing commitment to helping Anson County children stay 
healthy, prepared for school and connected with the resources they need to succeed.


