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BRLC Emergency Food Pantry Schedule Change

Burnsville Recreation & Leaning Center has announced that the Emergency Food Pantry schedule has returned
back to the normal hours of operation. It takes place on Wednesdays, with the doors open at 9 a.m. and distribution
at 10 a.m. They will stay open until all neighbors are served.

For neighbors who arrive by 8 a.m. on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Wednesdays, introduction to computer skill
training is also made available.

On Saturdays the TEFAP food distribiution begins at 9 a.m. when the TEFAP commodities are available. Neighbors
need to call 704-826-8737 or check the local paper for the TEFAP food program.

On the 4th Wednesdays of each month at 8:30 a.m. Therapeutic Alternatives sessions are conducted by Ms. Shelia
Raye. She is connected with the Geriatric Adult Mental Health Specialty Team which provides services in Anson,
Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Moore, Montgomery, Randolph and Richmond Counties.

New Nonprofit to Help Rural Entrepreneurs
Thread Capital: Weaving a new era of entrepreneurship in North Carolina

This is a release from the NC Rural Center: Since its creation in 1989, the NC Rural Center has been investing in
North Carolina’s rural economic backbone: our state’s small-business owners. Recently, we doubled down on that invest-
ment, launching Thread Capital, a new nonprofit that helps hardworking entrepreneurs start or expand their business.

Thread works with North Carolina’s small businesses in three ways: providing capital to seed or grow a business,
coaching to overcome obstacles, and connections to other trusted lenders and experienced mentors who can provide
additional supports as they grow.

Our position is simple: we want to support aspiring entrepreneurs - particularly our rural entrepreneurs - in any
way we can. We want to be the organization they can trust to help them navigate an uncertain marketplace and get
just the right loan and supports they need to be successful.

The timing couldn’t be better, as a renewed push for rural entrepreneurial investment is needed now more than
ever. In North Carolina, very small businesses - businesses with fewer than 10 employ-
ees - make up 75 percent of the state’s rural business establishments. Since the start
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of the Great Recession, lending trends in North Carolina mirror a decreasing access
to small-business capital nationwide - and a significant one at that. According to data
compiled by the Rural Center, bank lending to rural small businesses in North Carolina
with less than $1 million in annual revenues decreased 61 percent when comparing
data from 2005 to 2015, a total decline of $1.6 billion.

The need to breath new life into rural entrepreneurial investment is clear. Small busi-
nesses mean big jobs for North Carolina, and rural entrepreneurship is deeply woven
into our state’s economic history and its cultural psyche.

The historical foundation is there, from our state’s agricultural might, to its artisan
crafts, to its manufacturing innovation. The bottom line: despite our state’s economic
evolution, our tradition of entrepreneurship was, and remains, a beacon of hope for
many seeking a better way of life.

North Carolina’s entrepreneurial appetite has driven our state’s growth as an inter-
national economic engine, and along the way, ambitious and hardworking small-busi-
ness owners have provided countless jobs to our state. Unfortunately, as North Carolina
has prospered, our rural places have lagged behind the rest of our state. But rest as-
sured that the rural entrepreneurial spirit is alive and well, and, with the right resources,
is ready for a strong recovery.

At the Rural Center, we see the launch of Thread Capital as our contribution to a
larger effort to build a more robust ecosystem of entrepreneurship in North Carolina.
We know we cannot do it alone, and we know statewide partnerships between private
lenders, local and state governments, and the nonprofit sector is essential to make a
real and lasting difference.

Small business ownership is not for the faint of heart. Now more than ever, our state
should seek to support our existing small businesses and our emerging entrepreneurs
wherever they may be across the landscape of our state. After all, it will be these coura-
geous men and women who create the bulk of new jobs in our state as they work to
fulfill their own dreams.

The Rural Center is “all in” when it comes to our commitment to growing our small
businesses. We invite you to join us and follow along at www.threadcap.org. -Patrick
Woodie, President & CEO, N.C. Rural Center.

Bingo at Grace Senior Center

Bingo games are held every third Tuesday of the month at Grace Senior Center at
1 p.m. All seniors are invited to attend for fun and fellowship. There is not cost, but
you must be 55 or older to play. For more information or to register to play call the
center at 704-694-6616.
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THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN

Don’t let leg pain
slow you down.

Are all symptoms of Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD)
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One in every 20 Americans over
the age of 50 suffers from PAD - a
condition caused by plaque or fatty
deposits in the arteries that limit
blood flow to the legs and feet.
This puts them at greater risk for
heart attack, stroke and limb loss.
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METROLINA
SURGICAL SPECIALISTS

Now Accepting New Patients

Call (704) 226-0531 for your PAD assessment today!

METROLINA SURGICAL SPECIATLISTS, PLLC

Obinna N. Eruchalu, MD, FACS, FICS, RPVI
907 Fitzgerald Street * Monroe, NC 28112

Vascular Surgery
Endovascular Intervention

Phone (704) 226-0531 * Fax (704) 292-7880

www.MetrolinaSurgical.com

8 am. to 5 p.m.




