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HB 959 & Use of Wireless
Communication Devices Policy

1. What is HB 959, and when does it take effect? ‘ A

HB 959 is a new North Carolina law that focuses ofi ™ 4 FED '\77'

regulating the use of wireless communication devicg
in schools and promoting safe, distraction-freg

ool efect on Janary 1, 2026, g, MILITARY &
2. What are considered Wireless 3 ~o : : o - FIRST RESPONDERS
Communication Devices? " 7 A - ‘ A P P R E C IAT I O N N I G H T

Wireless communication devices include, but are n
limited to, cellular phones, electronic devices witlls

internet capability, paging devices, two-wa : % GOLD STAR FOOTBALL GAME *
communication devices, wireless earbuds a
headphones, tablets, and similar devices.
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The Anson County School District is proud and
honored to recognize our military and first
responders during the Friday, September 11

3. Does Anson County Schools already Varsity Football Game! This is also our

have a wireless communication device policy? 4 Gold Star Football Game where we honor
Yes. Our board-approved Policy 4318 states th , , and remember local military heroes and their
students are permitted to possess such devices 4 _ ’ families.

school property so long as the devices are n
activated, used, displayed, or visible during th
instructional day or as otherwise directed by scho

FREE Admission into the game for all military
service members, veterans and first responders
with ID. Please enter at the handicap accessible

rules or school personnel. ' gate located directly behind the baseball center
- field. Individual recognition will be given during

4. Are there any changes to the - the game. -

current policy right now? ‘ ‘ : K f \

No. There ara@o changedo our cell phone policy at ~ ) 6\

this time. Policies will be reviewed and updated 3 gy 4 - VS

needed. We work closely with state education polig ANSON CHESTERFIELD

advisors and school governance experts to ensure Bees  BEARCATS = = RAMS

policies remain aligned with the law. If changes ar ;
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2026 | 7:00 P.M.

needed, we will share them with families.
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5. What are the current rules for
elementary and middle school students?
Wireless communication devices as defined above
shall not be activated, used, displayed, or visib
during the instructional day or as otherwise direct

by school rules or school personnel from the momeht
students step onto campus until the end of the schgol
day. In addition, elementary students who participaje
in after-school care programs are prohibited fror
using wireless communication devices during sugh
programs.

6. What are the current rules
for high school students?
Students may have devices out before and after schqol,
as well as during lunch in the cafeteria. Devices mu
be off and out of sight during instructional time unles
authorized by a teacher or administrator.
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7. Are there exceptions for
medical or learning needs?
Yes. This policy does not override accommodations |n
a 504 Plan, IEP, or Health Plan.

8. Can students have their phones during
after-school extracurricular activities?
Yes, with the approval from the coach/sponsor.

9. Can students use wireless

communication devices on school buses?
Use of wireless communication devices is generally
allowed on school buses before and after schodl;
however, it may be prohibited when noise from such
devices interferes with the safe operation of the bug.

10. What happens if a student

uses their device without permission?
School employees may immediately confiscate arly
wireless communication devices that are on, used,
displayed, or visible in violation of this policy. Please
refer to Policy 4318 for further information.

11. How should parents help their
children follow this policy?

We encourage parents and guardians to talk with their
children about the policy and the upcoming changesjn
state law. Understanding expectations and reasgns
behind the rules will help students have a smooth apd
positive school experience.

12. Who can | contact with questions?
Reach out to your child's school directly or cal
704-694-4417.
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o s - - October 20- End of the First 9 weeks October 30- Celebration of Learning 8am

o Meethgs ar.e neld |n. the A-MS Media Cem%cmber 22- Parent — Teacher Conferences November 10- Veterans Day Celebration 8:30am
at 5:30pm with a virtual meeting option. October 23to 31 - Red Ribbon Week _ y . c
September 10 October 30- First 9 weeks Honor Roll Celebration DEEEMTED L1 SIS [FEEET L

October 8 for Students

November 12

December 3

becermber EMPLOYMENT OPPORTU

February 11 Anson County Schoolse employment opportu
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