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HOME IMPROVEMENT 
 FENCING Privacy, Chain Link , Farm, Aluminum 
PAINTING Home & Business • STAINING 

PRESSURE WASHING
Licensed & Insured   Free Estimates

CROSS COUNTRY  Located in Wadesboro

Jimmy Chapman  704-589-8610 

SHINE’S SHEDS & SHELTERS

8613 Highway 74 East in Marshville 

704-624-0395     www.shinessheds.biz

Steve A. Northcutt’s

CARPORTS  •  METAL BUILDINGS 
PORTABLE STORAGE BUILDINGS 
USED APPLIANCES

RENT TO OWN - NO CREDIT CHECK

WE SELL APPLIANCE PARTS

High Quality  -  Low Prices
1367 Highway 74 West

Wadesboro • 704-694-3185

MARTIN FURNITURE
FACTORY OUTLET

704-465-0544

CLEAN CUT 
LAWN CARE

MARSHVILLE  
FAMILY DENTISTRY

General, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry
7260 E. Marshville Blvd. (Hwy. 74) 

Marshville, NC 28103 
704-624-6300 

www.marshvilledentist.com

CRIDER & 
CRIDER 

PROPERTIES 
704-694-8080 

SHINE’S SHEDS & SHELTERS

7550 Highway 74 West in Polkton 

704-624-0395     www.shinessheds.biz

Steve A. Northcutt’s

CARPORTS  •  METAL BUILDINGS 
USED APPLIANCES

RENT TO OWN - NO CREDIT CHECK

We have moved!

ANSON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
110 Ashe Street 

Wadesboro  704-694-5188

FUNDED BY TITLE X REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH SERVICES

Access to family planning health care  
is critical to reaching your life’s goals.

 Schedule a physical and/or birth control consult today.

Health services for all...no one turned away nationalfamilyplanning.org

C&M
AUTO SUPPLY

Your Locally Owned  
Auto Parts Store

HWY 74 WEST  WADESBORO • 704-694-5167

Letter to the Editor 
 
Concerns About a Proposed 
Quarry in Morven 
 
   My property connects to the land for the proposed 
quarry in Morven. I asked the planning board why it 
wasn't in the newspaper, they said they are only             
required by law to put it in the Anson Record. I'm sure 
a lot of people like me don't get the Anson Record 
and have no idea about a quarry coming to Morven 
on Diggs Road. 
   Anything to do with planning should be printed in 
all publications to Anson County citizens so they can 
have input on what's happening in their community. 
    I water my cows by well. What happens if the quarry 
damages my water supply. It's too expensive to use 
county water for my cows. What if the blasting damages 
the brick on my house? How will the county hold this 
company accountable for a noise violation? It said that 
Anson County Stone is out of Monroe and in with 

Synergy to do this quarry, but I read where Hedrick in Lilesville on Highway 74 owns 
Anson County Stone, so in reality wouldn't it be the same as Hedrick quarries operating 
this quarry doing the same thing as they are on 74? Maybe a different type of rock? 

Has Anson County done a background check on these companies to make sure          
they have had no environmental complaints at other plants? Are there any special      
considerations being given these companies to do business here, taxes or other            
considerations? There are many more questions that need answering and more input 
from citizens, especially those from Morven where the quarry is going. 

It also appeared that the planning board was pushing this pretty hard to go through. 
The question is, would any one of the board members or commissioners like to            
have a quarry joining their property? I will live here for the rest of my life, and my land 
will remain in one section, not divided, so why do my children and I have to live             
with this for the rest of our lives? 

Thank you sincerely, a concerned Morven resident 

You Decide: Which Economic-Ism is Best 
 

A renewed debate about the three -isms of socialism, communism and capitalism 
has been sparked by a proclaimed socialist candidate, who some claim is actually a 
communist, running in the New York City mayoral race. Currently, these are the three 
major competing philosophies of how societies can be organized. My goal in today’s 
column is to explain each -ism and its pros and cons, and then let you decide which 
makes the most sense for a society.   

Several factors are used in comparing the -isms. Perhaps the most important is          
ownership of property, broadly defined to include resources used in making products 
and services as well as personal property like homes, clothing and vehicles. Also             
important is the role of government, in terms of what government controls and what 
control remains with companies and households. 

In pure socialism, the government controls the “means of production,” the term for 
resources needed to make products and services a society requires to survive and          
prosper, such as raw materials, tools, machines, factories, hospitals, farms, food stores 
and others. Decisions about usage, prices, schedules, etc. are made by the government, 
which represents the society — hence, the term “socialism.” However, personal         
property like clothes, vehicles and homes can be privately owned by households. 

Since the government is very powerful in socialism, a key question is how the            
government is formed. The most common method is through elections, called            
democratic socialism, where socialist organizations like the Labor Party in the United 
Kingdom compete for votes from the population to elect enough representatives to 
control the government. If successful, the socialists then work to implement their plans, 
as long as they maintain control. The socialist Labor Party in the U.K. has been in 
control during five different time periods since World War II, including today. 

Communism is a form of government that takes control much further than socialism. 
In the pure form of communism, the government controls all aspects of economic    
production and distribution, leaving no room for personal private ownership. In theory, 
individuals are provided all their basic needs by the government, with the government 
deciding what constitutes those basic needs.    

A major difference between socialism and communism is in how the  groups obtain 
control of the government. In socialism, control is obtained through the ballot box — 
that is, through the voting process. This means socialism can be both voted in as well 
as voted out by the population. Communism is entirely different. Control is usually 
taken via a violent revolution, which has been observed numerous times during the last 
century. This also means for communism to be removed, counter-revolutions often 
must take place, as was seen in eastern Europe in the late 20th century when numerous 
communist governments were ousted. 

Now on to capitalism, which best describes the -ism that dominates our country and 
much of the rest of the world. The word “capitalism” refers to the ongoing use of 
wealth and resources by private individuals and companies to provide products and 
services people want, while at the same time having some resources left over for the 
providers, also called profit. Another way to characterize capitalism is as a “free market 
system,” meaning government involvement is limited as profit-motivated companies 
make the major production and distribution decisions. 

Now let’s look at the pros and cons of the three -isms. Communism is widely               
unpopular because where it exists, it has resulted in total control by a relatively few           
individuals often using rigged elections. 

Socialism is attractive because it appears to strive to give people what they need, in 
many cases regardless of their ability to pay. There are no profits and big company 
executive salaries that use resources. The government makes resource decisions             
without being influenced by what it can financially gain. 

Yet, the lack of rewards, or incentives, for government workers under socialism could 
be a hindrance to good outcomes. It’s natural for people to work harder if they are       
rewarded for that hard work. Without incentives, will socialism just lead to “good 
enough”? Without competition and the threat of failure and dismissal, will socialism 
fail to create improvements and better and more cost-effective products and services 
for households?   

It’s in the area of making products and services better and doing so at the lowest 
cost where supporters argue capitalism shines. Companies in capitalism, especially 
when they face competitors, are constantly looking to deliver what buyers want,             
but at the most efficient and lowest cost methods. Fans of capitalism say it’s through 
innovations to improve products and services that results both in profits to companies 
and improved lives for people. 

Realistically, there’s not a lot to recommend communism. Communism has             
evolved to be a dictatorial and often brutal system benefiting supporters and                
harming opponents. 

Hence, the choice for most comes down to socialism or capitalism. Or does it?           
While many will correctly say the U.S. is predominantly a capitalist country due to         
private ownership of the resources of production, others say the U.S. really                    
has a mixed system of capitalism and socialism. Indeed, total government spending 
(local, state and federal) today accounts for almost 40% of all spending, compared           
to 28% in 1960. Through a myriad of federal spending programs and regulations, 
governments in the U.S. are involved in influencing both the production and                    
distribution of goods and services. 

Today’s -ism debate is about socialism, capitalism and a mix. You decide your pick. 
Mike Walden is a William Neal Reynolds Distinguished Professor Emeritus at North 

Carolina State University.

704-694-2524
Visit us online at 

leavittfh.com


