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overnor Cooper Signs Gun Safety Executive Directive

Announces that more than 280,000 previously unreported criminal convictions added to
federal background check system

On Monday, August 12 NC Governor Roy Cooper signed a new gun safety Executive Directive and updated the
public on recent action taken to strengthen firearm purchase background checks. Cooper shared the information
at the Department of Public Safety’s School Safety Summit in Greensboro.

In March of 2018, Cooper directed the State Bureau of Investigation (SBI) to undertake a comprehensive
inventory of the quality of information North Carolina shares with the federal background check system known as
National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS). Today, Cooper announced that as a result of that
work, 284,289 individual instances of criminal convictions that had previously been unreported in the NICS
database have now been added.

“I am pleased to report that in North Carolina over the last 14 months, more than 284,000 convictions have
been added to the federal background check system,” said Governor Cooper. “This improves the quality of every
background check and helps keep guns out of the wrong hands.”

Governor Cooper also shared information about the gun safety Executive Directive he signed today. The directive
requires state agencies to take increased action on closing crime reporting gaps between state and federal agencies,
and expands firearm safety education.
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“Recognizing that the odds are long for our current legislature to make real changes,

today I signed an Executive Directive to my cabinet agencies to build on the work we’ve O O S
done to this point,” added Governor Cooper. “Wishing, praying, and sending condo- PT M ETRI T

lences alone just aren’t enough to prevent these tragedies. We have to take action.”

The Governor’s Executive Directive includes the following: Dr. HOlly Kiker, OD
e Strengthening Background Check System and Protections from Domestic Ter-
rorism (SBI Directives) - The SBl is directed to continue the work begun by the .
National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) Working Group to close Com Pre"lens'Ve
information gaps where the state should be sharing information with NICS. Convened Eye Examinations

by Governor Cooper in 2018, the working group identified 284,289 individual in-

stances of criminal convictions that went unreported in the NICS database. Identifying Contact Lens Services

and rectifying these gaps strengthens the safety net provided by firearm background

checks. Advanced

The SBI will also provide Behavioral Threat Assessment training to local law enforce-

ment agencies to help local law enforcement connect these individuals identified Retinal Imaging

as a potential risk to harming others with supportive community services.

The SBI will increase the North Carolina Information Sharing and Analysis Center’s Fashion Eyewear

outreach to businesses and community groups in order to build community awareness

of domestic terrorism indicators. Now Accepting New Patients * We Accept Most Insurances

e Improving Public Health and Incident Response (DHHS Directives) - The directive
orders the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to promote safe
storage of personal firearms.

DHHS and the Division of Emergency Management will develop guidance for local
governments to help share information and reunite loved ones in the wake of a mass
shooting or other major incident.

DHHS will also convene a coalition of suicide prevention stakeholders to update the
state’s Suicide Prevention Plan.
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Recently Cooper called on the General Assembly to take action on two key public safety

bills HB 86 and HB 454.

HB 86, the "Gun Violence Prevention Act," includes several provisions to improve

background checks and encourage safe and responsible gun ownership. HB 454,

"Allow ERPOs to Save Lives & Prevent Suicides," would create Extreme Risk Protec- AN S ON IA.’I‘ CS
tion Orders, sometimes called a red flag law, and authorize family members and law PED RI

enforcement to petition a court to restrict an individual’s access to firearms if there is

evidence that person poses a danger to themselves or others. Fifteen states have al- PROVIDING QU ALITY PEDI ATRIC

ready enacted this type of law.

Both HB 86 and HB 454 have been referred to the House Judiciary Committee. CARE IN ANSON COUNTY

Neither bill has had a hearing.

Facts about firearm fatalities There has been more than one mass shooting a
day in 2019, including one at the University of North Carolina-Charlotte in April,

2019, that left two dead and four wounded. Flu Shots Available We Offer ADHD Evaluations

e On average, 1,113 North Carolinians per year are killed by firearms, and a person

s killed by a gun every seven hours in the state. Same Day Sick Appointments Available - Accepting New Patients

e Firearms are the third-leading cause of death for North Carolina children, and in just

two years, at least 672 children and teenagers in North Carolina visited a hos-
pital for a firearm-related injury.

e The annual cost of gun violence in North Carolina is $7.4 billion and $754 per res-
ident.

e Suicide is the leading cause of firearm-related deaths in North Carolina, and nearly
57 percent of all suicide deaths in the state involve firearms.

e 61 percent of NC'’s intimate- partner homicides involve a gun, and abused women
are five times more likely to be Kkilled if their abuser has a firearm.

VA Offers Same-Day Care for Mental Health

o

Sarah P. Elliott, MD O. Elliott Peters, MD, FAAP
The US Department of Veterans Affairs announced that all of its more than 1,000 Serving Anson County :S‘i nce 1996 Serving Anson COMI”Z ty Sir;ce 2008
medical facilities across the country now offer same-day services for urgent primary
and mental healthcare needs. Same-day services may include a face-to-face visit with "Children Are A Gift From God”

a clinician; advice provided during a call with a nurse; a telehealth or video care visit;
an appointment made with a specialist; or a prescription filled the same day, depending

For more info visit www. blogs.va.gow/VAntage/44400.

Call 704-994-2300 for an Appointment
upon what best meets the needs of the Veteran. 904 Morven Road. Wadesboro. NC 28170
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Anson County property tax bills
have been prepared and mailed.
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Please inspect your tax bill for correctness. Be sure your

mailing address is accurate and all spellings are as they should be.

You may send payment to:

Stand Fast for 5K

dprgo thhe didtance for Life

Anson County Tax Collector
101 South Greene Street, Wadesboro, NC 28170

Or you may visit our office and pay with cash, check, money order or
credit / debit card. The Tax Collector office hours are Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Please call 704-994-3218 for payment information.

10 / 5 / 2 01 9 A drop box on the Greene Street side of our building is available for after-hours delivery.

Race start: 8:30am better fit your personal budget, but please be sure to complete
South Piedmont Community payment by January 3, 2020. We hope you can use this extra
College - LL Polk Campus time for budgeting tax payments over the coming months.

Feel free to break tax payments into partial payments that

Register now at: runsignup.com Interest and fees on outstanding taxes will begin January 3, 2020.

More info: hprc-anson.org/race Please settle taxes in a timely manner and avoid costly interest and advertising

fees. Thank you, Joe Dutton, Anson County Tax Collector
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