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Another Wonderful BRLC Summer Fun Day Camp 
Summer Fun Day Camp staff and volunteers continued to expand their outreach as they served

campers daily through June and July.  Children who were enrolled came from different
parts of Anson County as well as Union County.  With the support of friends and neighbors, more
than 35 plus children were able to attend Burnsville Summer Fun Day Camp this summer.
The camp was filled with learning and teaching moments.  Instructors Taylor Rorie, a 2019 graduate

of Fayetteville State University, Cathy Carpenter and Pastor Gregory Tillman of McClain Grove
Baptist Church directed all camp programs.  Peggy Davis, Mary Hammond and Margaret Ridenhour
were responsible for menu planning and preparing breakfast and lunch daily. 
Volunteer support is such a vital part

of all that BRLC does.  Thanks to
Brenda Benton, Nathan Sikes,
Marshall Caple, Treamenda Caple,
Delma Ingram, Lizzie Lee, Joyce
Ledbetter Michelle Giddings,
Alton Jackson, Vinnie Daniels and
Jeremy Sikes for their volunteer help
in all areas as needed.
Weekly activities included storytelling,

reading, crafts and arts led by Hampton
B. Allen Librarian Caroline Hightower.
Other hands-on craft activities and
summer reading was led by Beverly
Hunt of Harmony Community
Church.  Angelous Ingram of Rose of

Sharon Friendship Church provided inspirational reading, hands-on activities, and music for the younger campers. 
Mary Watkins of Oakboro, Pastor Patrick Ledford of Hopewell United Methodist Church, Nelson Jackson and

Gregory Tillman all presented days of motivational and inspirational teaching during the course of the program.
Each week campers looked forward to their Exploration field trips. 
On Wednesday, July 31 all campers had the opportunity to stand and share their most memorable moment during

camp.  Campers were given items to carry home to enjoy throughout the rest of the summer.  
Campers ages 5 to 16 years attended 18 days of funfilled activities over 6 weeks.  Breakfast was prepared and

ready by 9:00 a.m. daily. Lunch was scheduled daily at 12:00 noon, closing at 1:00 p.m.

More Bad News for Bats
Fungal pathogen that causes White-Nose Syndrome found in four new counties

The news continues to be bad for bats in the Tar Heel state. After receiv-
ing results from winter bat surveys recently, biologists with the N.C. Wildlife
Resources Commission and N.C. State Parks have confirmed the presence
of Pseudogymnoascus destructans (Pd),
the fungal pathogen that causes white-
nose syndrome in four new counties in NC.
WNS is a deadly disease that has killed

millions of bats in the eastern United
States - and thousands of bats in North
Carolina - since it was first detected in

New York 13 years ago. Even more discouraging is the eastward trajectory the fungus
appears to be taking - spreading to more Piedmont counties. Up until 2015, WNS
had been found only in hibernating bats in mountain counties, presumably because
the fungus that causes WNS can survive only in the cold temperatures found in mines
and caves (hibernacula), most of which occur in the mountains. However, during
surveys conducted in January and February biologists detected the first evidence of
Pd in Madison, Montgomery, Rowan and Gaston counties. This finding brings the
number of North Carolina counties with confirmed presence of Pd to 16.

Bats at the Madison County site were the only ones that showed visible signs of the
fungal growth consistent with WNS, which is the telltale sign of WNS infection. At
the other three sites, bats tested positive for Pd, although they did not show the
characteristic white fungus that gives the disease its name.

“While it wasn’t surprising to see WNS show up in Madison County given its close
proximity to four other WNS-positive counties, it was disappointing to see
Pd-positive results in Montgomery, Rowan and Gaston counties,” said Katherine Etchison,
the Commission’s bat biologist. “These counties indicate a definite trend of the
fungus moving eastward.

“We started seeing this trend when a site in Stanly County showed a positive result for
Pd in 2015; however, this site has not tested positive since then and bats have never
appeared infected so there was some ambiguity regarding the presence of Pd in this area.”

The next Piedmont site to test positive was over 70 miles to the north in Stokes
County in 2017, which also tested positive this year.
“The new Piedmont sites where Pd was detected this year are much closer to Stanly
County - the Rowan County site is just 17 miles away and the Montgomery County
site is only 9 miles away,” said Etchison. “While the Gaston County site is about
65 miles from the Stanly County site where Pd was first detected, it borders a county
in South Carolina where Pd was detected in winter 2017-18.”

These results make sense given that the new Piedmont sites are in areas with many
inactive gold mines that harbor hibernating tri-colored bats. These bats likely spread
the fungus from site to site when visiting numerous hibernacula in the fall for mating.

While the survey results were disappointing, Etchison is somewhat encouraged by
the fact that biologists saw no signs of fungal growth at any Piedmont or Coastal Plain
site, even the ones that tested positive for Pd.

“The fungus is the first step in the WNS equation, but other factors like cold
temperatures, high humidity levels, and long-duration
hibernation are needed to result in a WNS infection,”
Etchison said. “The fact we did not see fungal growth,
which is the typical giveaway of a WNS infection, could
mean that other factors that contribute to WNS infection
are not ideal. The Piedmont winters are shorter and
warmer than in the Mountains where WNS has been
devastating and Piedmont bats are able to arouse and feed
on warm winter nights when insects are active.”

Mortality from the disease usually occurs when bats
repeatedly expend energy to clean the fungus off
themselves during winter in areas of no insect availability
and they eventually starve to death. If Piedmont bats can
feed during winter and replenish fat stores, or if
hibernacula are too warm or dry, bats could avoid a
WNS infection even if Pd is present at the site.

“The Stanly County site gives me hope that this is the
case in the Piedmont, but only time and continued WNS
surveillance will tell,” Etchison added.

Despite the presence of Pd in these new counties,
winter bat counts in the Piedmont remain stable,
although they are low - from one bat found at one site
to 30 bats found at another site. Though these counts
are just a fraction of what Mountain hibernacula formerly
held, the 30-bat site is currently the highest count of
hibernating tri-colored bats in any known hibernaculum
in the state.  Most sites biologists have surveyed in the
mountains have had over 90 percent declines in bat
populations since WNS was first discovered. Some
declines have been as high as 99 percent.

While WNS has a deadly effect on bats, it does not
affect people - at least not directly. Indirectly, however,
it can have a huge impact on humans by reducing the
number of bats in North American ecosystems. The U.S.
Geological Service estimates that loss of bats in North
America could lead to agricultural losses exceeding
$3.7 billion annually. “Bats in these ecosystems are
insectivorous and may consume their body weight in
insects in a single night,” Etchison said. “Many insects
eaten by bats are crop and forest pests.”

Biologists will continue their long-term monitoring
efforts of bats in North Carolina, concentrating their
efforts on caves and mines in the Piedmont and Coastal
Plain. But first they need to find hibernacula to survey -
a task that is easier said than done, according to Etchison.

“If landowners have a cave or mine on their property
that they’d allow us to survey, that’d be great,”
Etchison said. “They can contact me at
katherine.caldwell@ncwildlife.org for more information.”
How You Can Help While WNS is transmitted primarily
from bat to bat, it can be spread to new sites by humans
who inadvertently carry fungal spores from cave to
cave on their shoes, clothing and caving gear. The
Commission encourages people to help bats by staying
out of caves and mines. Linville Caverns, the only
commercial cave in western North Carolina, is helping
to reduce the spread of WNS by asking visitors to disinfect
footwear after visiting the cave by briefly stepping onto
a special decontamination mat outside the cave.

BASIC FINANCE, INC
Call or Come By

913 East Caswell Street • Wadesboro
704-694-3619

Loans $500 to $7,500

DO YOU NEED MONEY DO YOU NEED MONEY 
FOR SCHOOL EXPENSES?FOR SCHOOL EXPENSES?
We can help with that and more!

ANSON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
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today at the Anson County Health Department
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WATER  HEATERS

While serving a delicious breakfast, Mitchell Giddings demonstrates
to Eric Veronica and London Williams the proper way to work on a
serving line.  At the same time Angie Veronica is making sure that
younger campers line up properly and wait their turn to be served.


