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• 2-wheel drive

• 45-75 hp** diesel engines
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• 50 hp** liquid-coole

• Speeds eclipse 44 m
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BETHEL, LONG PINE
MORVEN & NEW HOPE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES

BBQ
Saturday, Oct. 15

11am - 3pm

BETHEL 
COMMUNITY BUILDING

CHICKEN OR PORK
Served with baked beans, slaw,
roll, homemade dessert & drink

Plate $8 • 1lb Carton $7

Dine In
Carry Out

Letter to the Editor
Writer Trying to Find Lilesville Soldier Who Helped Him in 1962

Dear Editor,
I believe it was near Christmas 1962.  I was in the US Navy, stationed in Norfolk,

VA.  On a Friday evening I was hitchhiking home for the weekend to Monroe, NC,
300 miles away from Norfolk, which I did on occasion.

I had made it to Raleigh, and needed to catch another ride.  I caught another ride
with a person who was  in the military, also stationed in Norfork.  I believe he said
he was in the Air Force or Army, but I can't remember for sure.  I was 22 years
old, and I believe he said he was 21 years old.  I do not remember his name, but
he said he was from Lilesville.  He was about 5'9" and weighed about160 pounds,
seemed to be a very nice person.  As we were nearing Lilesville he said he would
take me home (another 1 hour drive each way for him).

We stopped at his home in Livesville so he could tell his parents he was
taking me home.  He  invited me in to meet his parents, and they were
very nice to me. After that we continued on to my home in Union
County, arriving there about 11:00 p.m.  This was  very accommodating
for him to do this for me, a total stranger.

I have had no contact with him since.  On November 3, 1995 I met a sin-
gle lady who lived in Lilesville, and on June 1, 1996 we were married in
Lilesville Baptist Church.  We now reside in Union County.  Since then I
have told my story to a number of people in Lilesville hoping someone
would know who that person was, but with no luck yet.

I hope someone can help identify and locate this person.  I would like very
much to meet him again.  Thanks for any help someone may can offer.  My
name is Norman Whitley and I can be reached at 704-764-3192 or by email
at norman.whitley@yahoo.com.           Thank you, Norman Allen Whitley 

State Leaders Meet to Strengthen Fire Service
NC fire service and government leaders meet to discuss solutions for
the decline in volunteerism

NC Insurance Commissioner and State Fire Marshal Wayne Goodwin met with
fire service leaders from across North Carolina as part of the Volunteerism Steering
Committee at Elon University in Burlington, NC on Sept. 29, 2016.

In the recent State Legislative session through NC House Bill 287, Commissioner
Goodwin requested and subsequently received authorization and endorsement to
research and develop a report focused on firefighter volunteerism. North Carolina
has experienced dynamic shifts that have negatively impacted and are continuing
to impact volunteerism in the fire and rescue service throughout the country.

“The declining number of volunteer firefighters in North Carolina and
across the country is extremely concerning but I know this group will be up
to the task,” said Goodwin. “We accomplished a lot of good work today and
we will continue to explore viable alternatives and potential opportunities to
strengthen fire service across North Carolina.”  

Fire Service and Government leaders from across North Carolina gathered to
help address growing concerns about the volunteer firefighter shortage. State Fire
Marshal Wayne Goodwin met with representatives from the NC State Firefighters
Association, NC Association of Fire Chiefs, NC Association of Rescue and EMS,
NC League of Municipalities, NC Association of County Commissioners, National
Volunteer Fire Council, NC School of Government, NC Community Colleges and
the National Fire Protection Association. 


