THE EXPRESS ¢ October 7, 2020 * Page 2

New COVID-19 Toolkit Available for Faith Leaders;
Guidance for Places of Worship Updated for Phase 3

The North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services updated its
COVID-19 guidance for places of worship and shared a toolkit to support faith
leaders in slowing the spread of the virus. The updated guidance recommends
that places of worship continue to meet online or outside if possible. If in-person
services are held, NCDHHS recommends limiting gatherings to 30 percent of
occupancy or 100 people, whichever is less.

“While the pandemic is global, the way we slow the spread of this virus is local,
through on-the-ground action and shared responsibility. This new toolkit helps
clergy of all faiths to double down on their efforts to protect our communities as
we navigate this unprecedented time,” said Secretary Mandy K. Cohen, M.D.

A new online toolkit is available to help faith leaders slow the spread of
COVID-19 in their communities
(covid19.ncdhhs.gov/information/individuals-families-and-communities/faith-leaders). It
includes 10 actions faith leaders can take with supporting materials and templates.
Actions include:

e Follow NCDHHS guidance for places of worship to protect your community.

e Keep your congregation and faith community informed about prevention, testing,
contact tracing and community supports.

¢ Urge community members to “Get Behind the Mask.”

¢ Encourage your congregation to download and use the mobile app SlowCOVIDNC.

¢ Urge your congregation to get tested for COVID-19 if they have symptoms or
think they’ve been exposed.

¢ Host a testing event in your community.

e Help connect people to resources and supports.

¢ Distribute masks and other personal protective equipment (PPE).

¢ Encourage people to participate in contact tracing.

e Amplify messages on social media.

The toolkit is available in English and Spanish. It includes talking points, sample lan-
guage for websites and newsletters, social media posts, flyers, information to host a
community testing event and to request Personal Protective Equipment and FAQs.

NC Medicaid Surpasses 1 Million Telehealth
Visits Since Beginning of COVID-19 Pandemic

Permanent Proposed Changes Open for Public Comment through Oct. 8
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Christian Family man, married to wife
Tara with two children

The North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (NCDHHS)
today announced a milestone in the use of telehealth and telephonic visits by
NC Medicaid enrollees during the COVID-19 pandemic. Since establishing
telehealth flexibility policies in early March, NC Medicaid has processed claims for
approximately more than 1.1 million telehealth and 350,000 telephonic visits.

“Improved telehealth supports our vision of a sustainable, person-centered
and innovative NC Medicaid,” said NCDHHS Secretary Mandy Cohen, M.D.
“We've seen during the pandemic how telehealth is allowing many North
Carolinians to get the care they need, and we are building a foundation that
will last long after the pandemic ends.”

Telehealth, the use of two-way, real-time interactive audio and video to provide
care when participants are in different physical locations, has offered many
benefits to NC Medicaid enrollees and providers throughout the pandemic.
NC Medicaid enacted close to 400 flexibilities since March to reduce unnecessary
potential COVID-19 exposures.

Telehealth has emerged as a critical tool to connect enrollees with needed services,
especially for behavioral health. Visit types that have seen the highest levels of
telehealth and telephonic visits include behavioral health as well as speech,
language and hearing services. From March through the middle of August, 54% of
behavioral and social service
visits were telehealth or
telephonic. During the
same time period, 48% of
speech, language and
hearing service visits were
delivered via telehealth.

Notice of General Election for Anson County, North Carolina

The General Election will be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2020. The polls will be open for voting on Election Day from 6:30am to 7:30pm
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NC SUPREME COURT CHIEF JUSTICE SEAT
01

CHERI BEASLEY

PAUL NEWEY

Cheri Beasley

Paul Newby

DEM

REP

NC SUPREME COURT ASSOCIATE JUSTICE
SEAT 02

PHILIP BERGER

LUCY INMAN

Phil Berger, Jr.
Lucy Inman

REP
DEM

are open for public com-

of the following documents that show the name and address of the voter: a
current utility bill, bank statement, government check,
paycheck, or other government document

Absentee by Mail voting is available upon request from the Voter, a near relative

NC SUPREME COURT ASSOCIATE JUSTICE
SEAT 04

TAMARA BARRINGER

MARK DAVIS

Tamara Barringer
Mark Davis

REP
DEM

NC COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE SEAT 04
PATRICIA SHIELDS
APRIL WOOD

Tricia Shields
April . Wood

DEM
REP

NC COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE SEAT 05
LORA CUBBAGE
WILLIE GORE

Lora Christine Cubbage
Fred Gore

DEM
REP

NC COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE SEAT 06
MATTHEW STYERS
ROBERT DILLON

Gray Styers
Chris Dillon

DEM
REP

NC COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE SEAT 07
REUBEN YOUNG
JEFFERY CARPENTER

Reuben F. Young
Jeff Garpenter

DEM
REP

NC COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE SEAT 13
CHRISTOPHER BROOK
JEFFERSON GRIFFIN

Chris Brook
Jefferson G. Griffin

DEM
REP

NC STATE SENATE DISTRICT 25
HELEN PROBST MILLS
THOMAS MCINNIS

Helen Probst Mills
Tom Melnnis

DEM
REP

NC HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT
055

GLORIA OVERCASH
MARK BRODY

Gloria Harrington Gvercash
Mark Brody

DEM
REP

NC SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE DISTRICT 16A
SEAT 01
STEPHAN FUTRELL

Stephan R. Futrell

NC SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE DISTRICT 16A
SEAT 02
DAWN LAYTON

Dawn McDonald Layton

DEM

or legal guardian. New State Law requires that all requests must be made on the
official Absentee Ballot Request Form, which is available online, Application may
be made in person at the Anson County Board of Elections Office, or in writing to
the Anson County Board of Elections at PO Box 768, Wadesboro, NC 28170.
The deadline to apply for an Absentee by Mail ballot is 5:00pm, October 27th
163-230.2.
To apply or Request an Absentee by Mail Ballot, a voter or near relative
must complete the State Issued Absentee Request Form. Absentee By
Mail Request CAN ONLY BE TURNED in by the VOTER or a NEAR
RELATIVE. Faxed or emailed requests are NO LONGER VALID.
Near Relatives as defined by statute: spouse, brother, sister, parent,
grandparent, child, grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law,
Daughter-in-law, son-in-law, stepparent, or stepchild

NC DISTRICT COURT JUDGE DISTRICT 16A
SEAT 02
SOPHIA GATEWOOD

Sophia Gatewood

DEM

NC DISTRICT COURT JUDGE DISTRICT 16A
SEAT 04
AMANDA WILSON

Amanda L. (Amy} Wilson

ANSON COUNTY BOARD OF

COMMIS SIONERS DISTRICT 01
BOBBY SIKES
JEFFREY BRICKEN

Bobby Sikes
Jeffrey (JD) Bricken

DEM
UNA

One-stop EARLY VOTING THURSDAY OCTOBER 15™ — SATURDAY OCTOBER 31
At THE ANSON COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS OFFICE LOCATED AT
402 MORVEN ROAD, WADESBORO NC. The hours of operation will be Monday
through Friday 8:00 AM — 7:30 PM. and on Saturdays
OCTOBER 17™ — 8:00 AM — 6:00 PM AND OCTOBER 24™
FROM 8:00 AM-3:00PM, AND Saturday OCTOBER 31 FROM - 8:00 am — 3:00 pm
SUNDAY OCTOBER 25™ —12:00 PM — 6:00 PM.
There is no longer straight party voting allowed in NC.

ANSON COUNTY BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS DISTRICT 03
BRIAN JOHNSON
RCBERT MIMS

Brian Johnson
Robert Mims

REP
DEM

ANSON COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS DISTRICT 06
JARVIS WOODBURN

Jarvis T. Woodbum

DEM

ANSON COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS DISTRICT 07
HAROLD SMITH

Haroid Smith

DEM

ANSON COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
DISTRICT 01
ROBERT TURNER

Mike Tumer

DEM

ANSON COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
DISTRICT 03
BEULAH PRATT

Seulah Pratt

DEM

ANSON COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
DISTRICT 06
FRANK LILES

Frank Liles

DEM

ANSON COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
DISTRICT 07
CAROL GIBSON

Carol Ann Gibson

ANSON COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION AT-
LARGE (UNEXPIRED)
MARILYNN BENNETT

Marilynn Bennett

ANSON COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS
GREG EUDY
DANNIE MONTGOMERY

Greg L. Eudy
Dannie Monigomery

UNA
DEM

ANSON SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION
DISTRICT SUPERVISOR

GARY SIKES

JOHN SPRINGER

Gary Sikes
John Springer

Absentee meetings: The Anson County Board of Elections will meet to approve
applications for absentee ballots for the November General Election at the Board
of Elections office, 402 Morven Road Wadesboro, NC. ; Pursuant to G.S.
163.230.1(c1). Other business may be transacted by the board at this time:
TUESDAY SEPT 29 5:00 PM, TUESDAY OCT 6 AT 5:00 PM, AND TUESDAY OCT 13,
OCTOBER 20™, AND OCTOBER 27™ AT 5:00 PM. Absentee by Mail ballots will be
counted during these meeting. Results for Absentee Mail and One-Stop Early
voting will be reported after polls close at 7:30pm. Overseas (UOCAVA) Ballots
must be returned by the close of polls on election day (7:30 PM), or the covered
voter shall submit the ballot for mailing, electronic transmission, or other
authorized means of delivery not later than 12:01 A.M., at the place where the
voter completes the ballot, on the date of the election and the County Board

receives the ballot the last day Before the County Canvass.
Canvass Day meeting will be held in the Board of Elections Office on
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 13™, 2020 AT 11:00 AM.

For More information contact: interim Elections Director Sherry Melton
or Board Chair: James Paxton Elections Office: 704-994-3223

NC GS 163-33. (8) Notice shall be given by advertisement at least once weekly during the 20 day period in a newspaper having general circulation in the county.

ment through October 8,
2020. You can find the
information at
ncdhhs.gov. Comments
can be submitted to medi-
caid.public.-
comment@dhhs.nc.gov.

NC Medicaid enrollees’
embrace of telehealth
services has varied widely
by geography. For example,
more than 45% of
Medicaid visits in Wash-
ington County since the
pandemic began have
been delivered through
telemedicine. Meanwhile,
in Gates County, where
broadband access is a
challenge, telehealth use
levels were only around
2%. At least one in five
NC Medicaid beneficiaries
have used a telehealth or
virtual ~ service  since
the beginning of the
pandemic.

Current levels of
telehealth use by NC
Medicaid enrollees have
been declining slowly
since their peak in April
though remain at much
higher levels than before
the pandemic.

In addition to telehealth
behavioral health options
specifically for Medicaid
enrollees, NCDHHS offers
a HopedNC Helpline
(1-855-587-3463) to
support any  North
Carolinian’s mental health
during the COVID-19
crisis and to help individuals
cope and build resilience.



