THE EXPRESS ¢ October 10, 2012 * Page 2
Ansonians Among 5 Busted for Meth Lab in Union County

The Union County Sheriff's Office arrested five people Tuesday in connection with a meth

lab found at 7904 Old Goldmine Road in the eastern part of the county. The people arrested
were Michael Stephen Knotts, 30, Brandon Ray Darty, 29, Stanley Eugene Parker, Jr., 27,
Mallorie Elise McGowan, 23, and Amanda Rae Cross, 29. Anson County Sheriff Tommy

Allen said that at least three of the five arrested are from Anson County.
The meth lab is still under investigation but was discovered after detectives went to the

residence to follow up on information they had received, Capt. Cody Luke of the Union
County Sheriff's Office said.
"When detectives arrived, they saw obvious signs of methamphetamine production," Luke said.
The detectives later obtained search warrants and the five individuals were arrested. There
was not an active cook going on when detectives arrived at the scene but some of the
individuals arrested were found to be in possession of the drug, he said. Officers arrested

Cross, Knotts and Parker inside the home. Two more people, Darty and McGowan, were
arrested when they drove up during the bust with meth-making ingredients, deputies said.
i \‘] C H @ ! I S E Knotts was charged with manufacturing methamphetamine, while Darty was charged with
possession of methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia. Parker was charged with
manufacturing methamphetamine, McGowan was charged with possession of
. . methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia and simple possession of marijuana.
Commu nlty Leader * Farmer ® Businessman Cross was charged with manufacturing methamphetamine. Each of the five was taken to the
Union County Jail and placed under a $10,000 bond. As of Thursday afternoon only
McGowan had been released, Luke said.
According to the Union County Sheriff's Office website, Darty also faces probation violation
out of county, reckless driving to endanger and driving while license revoked charges. As of
Thursday afternoon, his bond was listed as $16,000. Courtesy of the Enquirer Journal
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