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Wildlife Commission Gives  
Update on Mysterious Songbird Disease 

  
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission officials announced today that the                  

outbreak affecting songbirds since May 2020 seems to be subsiding and, thanks to 
diligent reporting by North Carolina residents, it appears not to have notably impacted 
birds in our state. 

The mysterious disease was reported in mostly mid-Atlantic and midwestern states,        
and as far south as Virginia with a few cases in Florida. It affected mostly larger-bodied 
songbird fledglings, such as blue jays, American robins, European starlings and common 
grackles. Diseased birds showed an unusual set of symptoms beginning with crusty, 
swollen eyes that progressed into tremors, an inability to maintain balance and other        
neurological problems that ultimately ended in death despite best efforts to treat the birds.   
 Multiple state wildlife agencies, conservation organizations and wildlife diagnostic 
labs have collaboratively tracked the outbreak to try and identify a cause, however its 
source remains a mystery. Hypothetical causes ranging from the Brood X cicada      
emergence to a variety of viruses, bacteria and parasites have all been ruled out.             
In North Carolina, lab results of deceased birds that were reported by the public               
indicate malnutrition and physical trauma as the cause of death – common hazards 
for young, inexperienced birds. Additional lab reports are still pending, but biologists 

don’t anticipate any novel findings.  
  Other reports of sick songbirds in 
North Carolina mostly involved 
finches showing signs of common 
birdfeeder diseases, such as avian 
conjunctivitis and salmonella          
poisoning. Reports of other species 
concluded more typical causes of 
death, including windows strikes 
and moving vehicles.  
  Most songbird-related calls to the 
Wildlife Commission these days are 
people wanting to know if it’s safe 
to put their bird feeders back up.  If 
you decide to reinstall your bird 
feeder, it’s advised to commit to 
sterilizing your feeders often.         
Frequent cleaning will help to          
prevent the spread of common bird 
diseases such as avian conjunctivitis, 

salmonella poisoning and aspergillosis in hummingbirds. Salmonella can also make 
people sick, so feeders should never be cleaned in the same area where food is prepared. 

Songbird feeders should be sanitized at least every two weeks, and more often in 
wet or humid conditions. Wildlife officials advise: 
Remove all remaining seed and scrub off any debris. 
Soak feeder in a bleach solution of one-part household bleach to nine-parts water for 
10 minutes. 
Dry the feeder completely before refilling. 

Hummingbird feeders should be sanitized at least once a week, and more often in 
wet or humid conditions. Wildlife officials advise: 
Soak feeder in a bleach solution of one-part household bleach to nine-parts water for 
10 minutes. 
Dry the feeder completely before refilling. 
Fill with a solution of sugar water, which is one-part table sugar to four-parts water, 
with no added dyes or any other form of natural or artificial sweetener. 

Biologists at the Wildlife Commission will continue to monitor the situation and       
provide updates to the public as more information is available. In the meantime,            
remove bird feeders immediately if sick or dead birds are found near the area and      
contact the NC Wildlife Helpline for further instructions Monday through Friday,         
8 a.m. – 4 p.m., at 866-318-2401 or email anytime at HWI@ncwildlife.org.  

If you handle a deceased bird, wear gloves or use an inverted plastic bag. Dispose 
of the bird in a sealed bag in the household trash or bury it deeply. Keep pets,                 
including pet birds, and children away from sick or dead wild birds. 

If you’d like to consider an alternative to bird feeders to attract birds and other wildlife 
to your property, the Wildlife Commission’s Extension Biologist, Falyn Owens,              
suggests establishing natural foods by planting native trees, shrubs, and flowers. 

“When it comes to contagious diseases, birds are no different than other wildlife – 
when they regularly gather in one spot to eat from the same “plate”, they’re also      
sharing germs can spread diseases to one another,” stated Owens. “Native plants are 
natural sources of food for birds. They provide seeds, nuts, nectar, berries, and support 
the native insects that most songbirds need to survive their first few weeks of life. Plant 
life also allows birds to feed without congregating around a single food source,                
reducing the risk of disease transmission.” 

Fall is an excellent time for planting. Native plants that benefit birds can be found 
on the Audubon North Carolina website:  
nc.audubon.org/conservation/bird-friendly-communities/bird-friendly-native-plants. 
 

Surprise Your Friends with this Anson County Information 
 

Local historian Steve Bailey summarized the fact that Anson County was             
gigantic in area when it was created in 1749 with this 2019 piece: 

When Anson County was created in 1749 its western boundary was the Mississippi 
River. Anson’s northern boundary 
was the Virginia State line. 
Anson’s southern boundary was 
near Spartanburg, SC and the  
eastern boundary was near 
Bladenboro, NC in Bladen 
County. 

Rowan County was carved out 
of Anson in 1752. Mecklenburg 
County was carved out of Anson 
in 1762 or 1763. Montgomery 
and Richmond Counties were 
both carved from Anson in 1779. 
Union County was carved             
from sections of Anson and 
Mecklenburg in 1842. 

Counties that were created in 
the 1700s covered hundreds of 
miles. In the 1700s there were 
only 13 to 20 states, so there 
were large and vast territories of 
barren land until folks on the east 
coast began migrating west into 
uncharted areas. 

I realize that saying that the 
western boundary of Anson 
County reached to the Mississippi 
River is difficult to believe, but     
that is the way it was. When 
Mecklenburg County was created 
from Anson County, then           
Mecklenburg's western boundary 
was the Mississippi River until the 
western counties were carved 
away from Mecklenburg. Then 
the State of Tennessee was             
established in the 1780s.  Thank 
you to the Marshville Museum 
and Cultural Center 
 

Wadesboro Lions 
Club Returns  
to Papa Joe’s 

 
After 16 months and meeting in 

various locations, the Wadesboro 
Lions Club has returned to Papa 
Joe’s Restaurant in Wadesboro, 
meeting there every second          
and fourth Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. 

For more information regarding 
Lions, membership and their     
services to our community, please 
call Lion Jim Chandler at             
910-571-1448.
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2015 Chevy 
Cruze LT

2018 Ford Explorer
Payments based on $1,500 down cash or trade  plus tax, tag, doc fee and title fee. Up to 84 months financing 

 available on select models, see salesmen for details, 720 beacon or higher for these examples with approved credit.

2019 Lincoln  
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2020 Honda  
Civic LX 2018 Ford F150 STX 

Crew Cab 4WD
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Pre-Halloween Specials
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