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Anson County residents may register to vote by mail or in
person at the Board of Elections Office. The deadline to register
to vote on Election Day was Friday, October 12 at 5 p.m. 

If you are registered to vote in Anson County (and your
name or address has not changed) you DO NOT need to
register again to vote in this election. Voters who are not
registered in the county by that deadline may register and
vote during One Stop Early Voting only, and will be required
to provide documentation of their identity and residence:
current and valid photo identification; or a copy of one of the
following documents that show the name and address of the
voter: a current utility bill, bank statement, government
check, a paycheck, or other government document.

Absentee by Mail voting is available upon request
from the voter, a near relative or legal guardian. New
state law requires that all requests must be made on
the official Absentee Ballot Request Form, which is
available online. Application my be made in person at
the Anson County Board of Elections Office at:

PO Box 768
Wadesboro, NC 28170

The deadline to apply for an Absentee by Mail Ballot
is 5:00 p.m. on OCTOBER 30, 2018.  §163-230.2

To apply or request and Absentee by Mail Ballot, a
voter or near relative must complete the state issued
Absentee Request Form. Near relatives are, as
defined by statute: spouse, brother, sister, parent,
grandparent, child, grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law,
daughter-in-law, son-in-law, stepparent, or stepchild.

One-Stop Early Voting is held from:
Wednesday, October 17 to Saturday, November 3 at
the Anson County Board of Elections Office, located
at 402 Morven Road in Wadesboro, NC.

The hours of operation will be Monday through
Friday, 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. and on Saturdays,
October 20 & 27, from 7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. On Saturday,
November 3 the hours are 7:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
There is no longer straight party voting allowed in NC.

All Anson County
voters can vote
early at the Board of
Elections Office at
402 Morven Road
in Wadesboro, NC
from October 17 to
November 3

** If you do not vote
at the Early Voting
site - you will need
to go to your
regular polling
precinct on Tuesday,
November 6, 2018,
6:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.

There will not be
voting held at the
Board of Elections
Office on Election Day,
Tuesday, November 6,
2018

Interview with AnsonEDP Executive Director
John Marek...continued from page 6

 • But is being a bedroom community really
what we want?

Ultimately, no, it isn’t. We need to work toward hav-
ing a self-sufficient economy with Anson County jobs
for Anson County residents. But, there is a chicken-
or-egg dynamic, as well, and to get to where we want
to end up, the first step will have to be residential de-
velopment in the far western part of the county along
the U.S. 74 corridor. That’s the catalyst that makes
the rest of the strategy work.
• You mentioned county-wide alcohol sales;
what are some other things you think need to
change if the county is going to grow moving
forward?

The first thing that comes to mind is zoning. A very
small portion of the county is zoned, which leads to a
lot of confusion for companies who are looking to re-
locate here. I was speaking to a loan officer at a Char-
lotte bank the other day about them lending to a new
company whose project we hope to announce in the
next few weeks. They wanted to verify that the land
where the facility was being built was properly zoned
for what the company wanted to do. I explained that
there was no zoning in that part of the county and the
loan officer responded incredulously, “what do you
mean, no zoning?”

I also think we need to better promote entrepreneur-
ial opportunities for Ansonians and people who might
like to move here and start a new business. An-
sonEDP has created two grant programs specifically
designed to encourage startups and early-growth busi-
nesses, and we’ve had some interest, but we’re still
working to bring some of those business ideas to
fruition. In November, we’re going to be launching a
coworking program in conjunction with the Chamber
and Uptown Wadesboro and we hope that will have
an impact.
• Okay, you have me there; what is coworking?

Coworking is a concept that has gained a lot of mo-
mentum in urban and suburban areas over the past
few years, but is just now being tried in more rural
areas. Basically, the idea is to create a community of
entrepreneurs and small business owners who share
space and services in an open and collaborative way.
Think of it as a cross between a Starbucks, a pack and
ship store and key man offices. It acts as a sort of in-
cubator for the information and gig economy. We are
going to start off with “CoWorking Wednesdays” at
the Chamber, where we will open the Burns confer-
ence room up to anyone who wants to spend part of
the day working from there. There will also be a pro-
grammatic side, with speakers discussing topics rele-
vant to these individuals. Eventually, we would like to
partner with the private-sector to create a permanent
coworking space in Uptown Wadesboro with a coffee
bar, mail service, pack and ship and conference room.
We are talking to some interested parties right now,
but that’s probably several months down the road, at
least. 
• Thanks for speaking with me today.

Anytime. I appreciate the opportunity to get our
message out there.

Knitting Group Gathers at
Marshville Museum Monthly

The Marshville Museum and Cultural Center hosts a
knitting group that meets the first Tuesday of the
month, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Margaret Pigg said, “Our little knitting group has been
very busy turning out Prayer shawls, as well as red, white
and blue lap robes to be given to veterans at Hospice.
A couple of the ladies are taking on another project -

scarves to be sent to the soldiers stationed in cold loca-
tions.  We were already knitting caps for the newborn
babies at CMC Union and dish cloths to sell at the Mu-
seum, and then we added prayer shawls when we
merged with the Marshville Methodist Church group.”

Pigg continued, “Of course, not everyone is involved
in these projects.  Some of us are working on personal
projects.  Some ladies come as beginners to learn and
some come to get help with problems.  I've been teach-
ing knitting for more than 45 years, so I can probably
help with problems.”

The gathering is not limited to knitters.  Crocheters
are welcome, too.  For more information contact Mar-
garet Pigg at 704-624-2602.  The Marshville Museum
is located at 201 North Elm Street.

Quilting Classes Offered
Quilting classes are held the first Tuesday of the

month, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon, with Norma Moore
at the Marshville Museum and Cultural Center.  If you
are stressed out, come make a “crazy” quilt to lift your
mood!  Quilting will help you lose weight…you cannot
eat and sew!  It is much better than meds to help with
winter blues!  Come join in and see!

For more information please contact Norma Moore
at 704-385-9392.

The Richmond County Chapter of the Three Rivers
Land Trust will be hosting a Halloween-themed paddle
on Saturday, October 27.  Join them for a spooktacular
time on the water!  Participants will drop their vehicle at
the Highway 74 Bridge Boat Landing in Rockingham
(1425 US Highway 74 West) beginning at 4 p.m. and no
later than 4:30 p.m.  A shuttle will run to the put-in at
Blewetts Grave at Blewett Falls Dam, and kayaks will be
on the water by 5 p.m.

Kayaks/canoes will be judged on best decoration.
After the paddle concludes there will be a fire with hot-

dogs, s'mores, and ghost stories to get everyone in the
Halloween spirit!

The costs are: $35 for adult (includes Land Trust mem-
bership); $20 for each additional adult; $15 for Kids 12
and under.

Registration includes a Land Trust membership and
family rates are available.  Kayaks are also available for
rent.  Get more information and register at threerivers-
landtrust.org.

Night Crawler Kayak Trip October 27


