Seasonal Storms May Increase Baby Squirrel Sightings
What to do if you come across abandoned young squirrels

It’s hurricane season, and with it comes the potential for severe weather in North
Carolina. It’s also the time of year that gray squirrels, North Carolina’s state mammal,
are raising their second brood of the year. Storms that produce high winds and heavy
rain, as well as tree-cutting and trimming activity, can lead to young squirrels and
their nests falling out of high perches. When this happens, the N.C. Wildlife
Resources Commission receives an influx of
reports from concerned citizens who have
found grounded young squirrels and want to
know how to help.

“A good practice is not to assume
immediate intervention is the best way to
help,” explains Falyn Owens, extension
biologist for the Wildlife Commission.
“Pausing long enough to consult a wildlife
professional before moving or caring for the
animal can greatly increase its chance of
survival.”

A directory of licensed wildlife rehabilitators
who specialize in caring for injured or
orphaned wildlife can be found on the Wildlife
Commission website (ncwildlife.org). These
professionals help people take the right
action in a wildlife encounter, including when
it’s best not to intervene. When it comes to a
young squirrel that has fallen out of the nest,
they’ll usually recommend allowing some time
for the mother to retrieve it.

“Humans simply are not as good at taking care of young wildlife as their mothers
and not all young animals found by themselves have been abandoned,” stated Owens.

She described that when a squirrel’s nest is disturbed and the young fall out, the
female works as fast as she can to find her young and carry them back to the nest.
If the nest is destroyed, she’ll build a new nest first, then bring them to the new nest.
If a young squirrel is removed from the area before the female retrieves it, the chances
of it surviving are significantly reduced.

Although people mean well, handling wild animals, particularly very young ones,
can do more harm than good — and taking one home is illegal.

“The possession of live, native wildlife is illegal in North Carolina, except particular
circumstances that usually require a license or permit,” Owens said. “Despite a
person’s best intentions, a wild animal is best left where it was found, or in the hands
of a licensed wildlife rehabilitator.”

For example, while giving a young animal food or water is often a person’s first
instinct, it can be quite harmful and even deadly for the animal if done without proper
training. Licensed wildlife rehabilitators have this training and are legally able to take
in and care for wildlife so they can successfully be released back into the wild.

If a wildlife rehabilitator doesn’t answer the phone right away, Owens advises to
leave them a message rather than calling multiple times. They often have their hands
full feeding or checking on the wildlife already in their care and may need a few
minutes to get to the phone. When in doubt, even a rehabilitator in another county
can provide solid advice on what to do in the short term.

People can also contact the NC Wildlife Helpline at 866-318-2401
or hwi@ncuwildlife.org for advice on how to help injured or orphaned wildlife,
handle wildlife conflict issues and more. Helpline hours are Monday — Friday,
8am.-5pm.

County Nickels for Know-How
Referendum Announcements

The Anson County Nickels for Know-How Referendum will be held on Thursday,
November 17, 2022. County Extension Director Roshunda Terry said one polling
place has been established in the county. It is the County Extension Office, located
at 501 McLaurin Street, Wadesboro, NC 28170.

Roshunda explained that the referendum is being held to let users and producers
of feed or fertilizer decide if they wish to continue the self-assessment program. This
program has been in
place since 1948, and
the law requires that a
new referendum be held
every six years.
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COMMUNITY MEDICAL, PA OF MARSHVILLE

Community Medical, PA of Marshville and Dr. Gary Henry, along with
Brandi Queen, FNP-C, Family Nurse Practitioner, welcomes new patients

WE ARE ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS & ACCEPT MOST ALL INSURANCES.

We are here to help you! Call to arrange your appointment today!

Both providers are
Federally Certified
Medical Examiners and
perform DOT exams and
Urine/Hair drug testing
on-site five days a week.

Dr. Gary Henry

COMMUNITY MEDICAL, PA Family Practice / Medical Care
520 West Main Street, Marshville ¢ 704-624-3388 or 704-694-3339 ¢ Fax 704-624-3390

Brandi S. Queen, FNP-C

Accepting
New Patients
We Accept

Most Insurances

704-694-3618

Call for an appointment today

Locally Owned & Operated
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color-blind?” J

<> ANSON FAMILY
OPTOMETRIC, PLLC.

1134 Holly Street in Wadesboro (On Huwy 74across from CVS)
Mon-Thurs 8:30-5 & Closed Fridays 704-694-3618

Holly Allison Kiker, OD

support agricultural re- LEADERSHIP IN WASHINGTON DC
search and education. US SENATE TEDD BUDD
fifteen cents per hun- US HOUSE DAN BISHOP

dred pounds on feed
and fertilizer produced
in North Carolina.

The funds, about $1.4
million annually, are col-
lected by the North
Carolina Department of
Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services and then
allocated by the NC
Carolina  Agricultural
Foundation, Inc.'s 148
volunteer Board of
Directors to support
agricultural ~ research
and extension projects
at North Carolina State
University  benefitting
agriculture in  North
Carolina.

For more information
on the referendum
please call the Anson
County Extension

Office at 704-694-2915.
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Bring your family and friends
and spend the day with us!

FREE

AMUSEMENT RIDES
& FACE PAINTING!
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LOTS OF FOOD
& SWEETS!
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11Am TO 5pm
TRUNK OR TREAT 5:30
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MARTIN FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET e
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