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Local Industries Welcome Students

Education has extended beyond traditional classroom
walls for YCC students at Anson High School as they
have been welcomed into local industries who are part-
nering with the school in the new Youth CareerCon-
nect: STEM Academy Program.

AND IT’S WAITING FOR YOU RlGHT NOW! "It can be a real challenge for students to select a ca-
reer when they know far too little about what each ca-
v Furniture

\/ ven'cles reer includes," stated Deborah Davis, Director of the
I YCC STEM Academy. "We have to get them 'out there'

\/ “0me \/ Mntorcvcles in.to the Yarious career industrie"s so they can make

Imnrnvement - wiser choices about their futures.

\/ Menlcal AHS Principal Charles Murphy agreed and added,

\/ wenﬂing Exnenses "We are extremely pleased to have the resources that

- the YCC grant provides so that we can afford to take
\/ Allllllallﬂﬂs \/ MDI'E!!! students into the world of careers to see what people

doing real STEM work actually do."

[ Recently, students completed their first round of visits to
We hm]e the CﬂSh y(m needf Orf ﬂll exp enses: Columbus McKinnon, Hornwood, and Carolinas Healthcare

System-Anson. The resulting enthusiasm from students was
Loa ns fro m $500 to $7,500 evidence enough that the design of the YCC: STEM Acad-
emy is on target. Going into industry worksites helped stu-

B ASIC FIN ANCE’ Inc dents to understand what the real working world is about.

"I didn't know what a 'hoist' was until we visited Colum-

913 East Caswell Street + Wadesboro bus McKinnon," Keasia commented after the first indus-
try site visit. Her comment was typical of many made
k 704-694-3619 ) during and after the tour of this local industry that has
national impact in terms of their products and training.
At Columbus McKinnon, students witnessed the creation of hoists from melted steel to the finished product, pack-
aged for shipping. This mdustry partner is known worldwide for designing, manufacturing, and marketing materials
handling systems and services to efficiently move, lift, and secure heavy loads. Key products include hoists, actu-
ators, cranes, and lifting and rigging tools used by many different industries.
> "Thad no idea," one student stated, as Career Development Coordinator Kim Ingold gave
Don 't F or get YO“ 4 S un g 'asses _' a brief explanation of why Columbus McKinnon is a major player in the advanced manu-
Remember facturing career world. There were some who had never heard the word 'hoist,’ and, there-
fore, had no idea what one actually is. Keasia also expressed amazement that it was
possible to make parts that combined together into a product that can hold so much weight.
Another YCC student, Garrett, said he had used hoists with his dad and grandfather, so
he wasn't sure if the trip would be beneficial for him. Afterwards, he said the tour was more
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N 5”"91“528 Jr Zmlis "“‘j{i%d"se fitting wrap around style \ A fun than he had expected because “it was cool seeing how that product is actually made.”
provide the best protection. ) Jarvis Woodburn (top photo), Columbus McKinnon Plant Manager in Wadesboro, di-
Polarized lenses reduce reflected BZW« Jrom surrounding water. i y . rected the tour for several groups of YCC students. As they moved through the plant,
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: & plays in the production of hoists significantly increased student understanding of the value

ALL S U N GLA S S ES 2 0% O FF of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) to advanced manufacturing.

- - The next visit was to Hornwood in Lilesville, a textile manufacturer providing fabrics
Accepting New Patients * Accept Most Insurances * 704-694-3618 in the U.S. and other countries for such uses as team sports, automotive, reverse os-
mosis filtration, footwear, medical banner and expo markets. "A major goal for this
tour was to help students understand that fabric is a big deal - that manufacturing fabric
0\ N AM]LY is about more than sheets and the clothes we wear everyday," stated Davis. "There

are research, development, and engineering elements involved in the work at Horn-

wood; and we want students to understand the complexity of that industry and how
Puc many other industries their work impacts."

YCC students received a strong welcome from Chuck Horne, President; Wesley
Horne (2nd photo down), Vice President; Ray King, Plant Manager; and Larry Adams,

] ) Human Resources Director. During the personalized tour, students heard explanations
1134 HOH}’ Street Wadesboro (on Highway 74 across from Forbes Jewelers) of the various products and materials used to produce the finished tricot and circular

) knit fabrics. State-of-the-art knitting and dyeing machines excited some students while
704-694-3618 Monday-Thursday 8:30-5 & Friday 8:30-12:30 finishing machines and the color-creation laboratory drew the attention of others.
Joy, a ninth grade YCC student, expressed her appreciation of the research and de-
velopment lab onsite at Hornwood. "I saw how various colors are created, and I liked
that part especially,” she stated. Fellow student, Jonathan, made it clear that he was
amazed by all he saw, stating "I had no idea all these products are made here where I
live, and they're used for fabrics, car interiors, shirts, banners, and so much more."
Chuck Horne (lower photo), President of the company, addressed students at the

end of the tour, providing history of the company and showing examples of final prod-
ucts that customers create with their fabric. Kim Wilson, Safety Coordinator, assured
safety of YCC students and emphasized the need for safety awareness in manufacturing
and engineering fields. Students expressed that they are beginning to see what it

means to choose a career in Advanced Manufacturing.

The third industry partner that YCC students visited was Carolinas Healthcare Sys-
tem-Anson, journeying only a few hundred yards up Highway 74 to the new facility.
Jill Lucas, Manager of the fac111ty, and Beth Diggs led the tours. Students visited
the inpatient area, : ] ]

emergency room, op-
N c S E N A T E erating room, labora-

tory, and imaging
room. To make the
experience even more
memorable, CHS em-
ployees performed the
first ultrasound on one
of the YCC male stu-
dents. Students were
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He is an independent voice, working transport of critical

Woodburn patiently explained each step in the manufacturing and engineering processes.
His explanation regarding the career pathway of engineering and the role engineering

o]ly Allison Kiker, O

. . cases.
with RePUbllcans and Democrats to find '.“.\ "The entire health and wellness 1ndustry is one of the most rapidly growmg career
common sense solutions and not play : ""::' y fl?lds of the futuri " explained Davis, ' 1so h?lvmg Carohr;as Healthcare System 515 one

. . . ) of our primary industry partners is vital to the success of our YCC: STEM Academy."
2z rt_lsan Gl e Gen(.a IS. committed to */ Students often think of the medical industry as being filled by doctors and nurses
solvmg problems, bU|Id|ng consensus, C mostly, but that industry requires many technician-level employees, plus engineers for
and strong lead ership. equipment and facility purposes; computer specialists for record-keeping, data man-

agement, and marketing; and business and financial specialists. Students learned how

. complex the medical field can be as they listened to explanations about the facilities

Gene MclLaurin ﬁg hts for: and the types of jobs available at CHS-Anson. Alexis, a YCC student, commented on

- Good jobs in our rural communities all she had learned in this authentic career site visit and stated, "This visit makes me
want to consider a career in the medical field. [ especially liked the lab area."

« Restoring funds to our public schools Youth CareerConnect students will continue industry site visits during the first semester
« Supporting our teachers of their freshman year. They will tour Schaeffler USA in Cheraw, S.C., next, another

pp . 9 0 key YCC partner. They will also have the opportunity to tour other area business sites
- Protecting our clean drinking water so that they can expand their understanding of the world of work and the importance

of wise career choice. Exploring the career pathways of Advanced Manufacturing,
Medical Sciences, Engineering, and Information Technologies will help students to
focus their study for the remainder of their high school years.

"We are so fortunate to be one of the 24 sites across the nation to receive the Youth
Career Connect high school to college program," Principal Murphy commented. "We
plan to open the eyes of students to careers and how their choices today can transform
their lives tomorrow. Our industry partners are vital to us, and we thank them for tak-
ing the time to support our YCC students."
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