Golden LEAF Grant Makes
STEM Program Possible

Anson County Schools was recently awarded
a $950,000 grant from the Golden LEAF Foun-
dation to implement a STEM (science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math) program at Anson
Middle School. During a reception held on Mon-
day, November 20th, Superintendent Michael
H. Freeman accepted the check on behalf of
Anson County Schools.

“Golden LEAF is proud to help prepare North
Carolina’s youth for local career opportunities
requiring a foundation in STEM education, due
to the growing demand for these skills in indus-
tries across the state,” said Mark Sorrells,
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Golden LEAF Senior Vice President. “Supporting successful models that increase STEM
education for students in rural and economically distressed counties of North Carolina
will better prepare our youth for college and careers in demand that pay good wages
and meet local labor force needs.”

Superintendent of Schools, Michael H. Freeman said, “This opportunity for students
at Anson Middle School will provide them learning opportunities to establish a founda-
tion that will be built upon for life as they experience future learning.” Mr. Freeman and
the Anson County Board of Education are very appreciative to the Golden LEAF Foun-
dation for this generous level of support. The project, which will require a 20% match
from the school district, will help fund the implementation of Project Lead the Way’s
(PLTW) Gateway modules at the middle school. The matching funds will come from
the local sales tax allotted to Anson County Schools by the county commissioners.

The Golden LEAF Community-Based Grantsmaking Initiative grant specifically ad-
dresses Golden LEAF’s funding priority of investing in education, which will serve as a
building block for economic growth in rural areas. It also allows underrepresented popu-
lations of students to be exposed to STEM education and careers. Through the imple-
mentation of this program, students will use technology to solve real-world problems as
aligned with core areas of study. Not only will students’ academic performance flourish,
but students will also gain the prerequisite skills and knowledge necessary to successfully
complete educational and career pathways available to them at the high school level.

Funding from the
Golden LEAF Founda-
tion will be used to pur-
chase PLTW modules,
computer equipment, as
well as fund staff posi-
tions needed to imple-
ment the programs:
Design and Modeling,
Energy and the Environ-
ment, Science of Tech-
nology, Computer
Science, Medical Detec-
tives, and Flight and
Space. These programs
will serve all 630 Anson
Middle School students
for the current school
year and will be imple-
mented over a 3-year
period. Students will
complete these modules
through science, elec-
tive, and enrichment
courses. Students will
also have opportunities
to participate in leader-
ship  activities and
STEM programs located
off campus.

Nicole Steagall, the

\ The Compassionate Friends
¥/ Supporting Family After a Child Dies

Light a candle for all
children who have died

.. that their light

may always shine. ‘-

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
7 PM Around the Globe

Join the local chapter of the Compassionate
Friends at Calvary Episcopal Church on
Sunday, December 10 at 7 p,m. for the
ceremony in honor of deceased children.

program’s onsite coordinator for the project commented on being selected as a grant
recipient. “Through this grant and the implementation of a STEM program, we have
the ability to change the middle school experience for our students. Learning will no
longer be confined to the walls of the school, but our students will be challenged at the
highest levels to think beyond what has already been done, as they will one day serve as
catalysts for the economic growth and prosperity of Anson County.”

(Sponsored by Poisson Poisson Bower)
A Community Event

Harvest Ministries Outreach Center 3
(BEHIND PIZZA HUT IN WADESBORO, NC) L

Sunday December 17™ 2017 A%
10:30am-3:00pm

**EVENT BEGINS AFTER AREA CHURCH SERVICES**

We will be giving away hundreds of

TOYS, PRIZES, BICYCLES, AND MUCH MORE

**WE HAVE PARTNERED WITH ANSON COUNTY "
TOYS FOR TOTS THIS YEAR TO REACH
MORE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES**!!!

ONE LUCKY PERSON WILL LEAVE
WITH A NEW TELEVISION,
$200.00 IN CASH OR A “SPECIAL PRIZE"

FREE CHRISTMAS GOODIE BAGS
FOR EVERY FAMILY
A BUS WILL BE RUNNING
FOR A FREE RIDE OR TO DONATE GIFTS CALL
704-695-2879

I~ SECTIONALS RECLINING SETS
§ FABRIC & LEATHER, ALL COLORS

GIFT IDEAS...Youth Furniture e Appliances @ TV Stands e Desks
Bedroom Sets e Mattresses e Electric & Gas Fireplaces ® Headboards e Lamps
Dressing Tables e Jewelry Armoires ® Accent Cabinets e Patio Furniture

Vacuum Cleaners e Storage Cabinets e Curio & China Cabinets ® Mirrors
"
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Coffee Tables e Chalse Lounges e Bookshelves ° K|’rchen Carts..and m

VISIT OUR
SLEEP SHOP

WATER HEATERS] *




