
HOUSES FOR RENT
Crider & Crider    Properties
704-694-3030                       Exhaust 

Works
Tracy Caudle

3971 Hwy 74 West
Across from School Bus Garage 704-694-5270

Catalytic Converters • Shocks
Custom Dual Exhaust • Tie Rods

Wheel Bearings • Drivetrain Repair
AND MORE !!!  CALL or COME BY

REAL ESTATE

W. RANDALL CLINE,
D.D.S. & ASSOCIATES

General, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry
6604 E. Marshville Blvd.

Marshville, NC 28103
704-624-6300

www.marshvilledentist.com

WE SELL APPLIANCE PARTS

High Quality  -  Low Prices
1367 Highway 74 West

Wadesboro • 704-694-3185

MARTIN FURNITURE
FACTORY OUTLET

DANNY BEACHUM
LANDSCAPING MATERIALS

www.BeachumLandscapingMaterials.com

Corner US Hwy 74 & 52 North

704-475-2625 or 704-694-2221

All types of Rock & Mulch, Driveway
Gravel, Topsoil, Sand & Base Material

Bag or Bulk on all Products
Perennials & Shrubbery

LOADER WORK • PICKUP or DELIVERY

BASIC FINANCE, INC.

913 East Caswell Street • Wadesboro

Stop in to see us
or call 704-694-3619

Monday-Friday  8:30am-5:30pm

CAROLINA COMFORT INSULATING COMPANY

704-272-7776  or  704-488-6362

Spray Foam & Fiberglass Insulation

Radiant Barriers    Attic Tents

FREE ESTIMATE    FULLY  INSURED

EVENT
SPACE
James Holbrook 

Building 
400 N. Greene Street 

in Wadesboro 
Includes :

tables, chairs, linen, 
hina & centerpieces.
Find with Facebook! 

Call Kathy at 
Crider & Crider Properties 

704-694-3030  

STORAGE  SPACE
FOR RENT

24’ x 40’ double
garage or warehouse

in Wadesboro.
Rent $200/mo 
704-272-7060

ADVERTISE HERE!!
704-694-2480 
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3806 GILBOA ROAD IN MARSHVILLE

AT CORNER OF GILBOA & FAULKS CHURCH ROADS

CIRCLE EIGHT AUCTION & REALTY
704-695-2027 • NCFL #6974

Details & Pictures at www.auctionzip.com

Milling Machine • Rhino Side by Side
Vehicles • Trailers • Numerous Tools

TOOLS & EQUIPMENT
AUCTION

SAT, DEC 15TH   10AM

PROPERTY OF THE LATE WAYNE SAXON

Anson County Schools
is accepting Request
for Qualifications from
Architecture/Engineering
Firms for a New Middle
School Design.

Interested firms may obtain the RFQ
document at www.ansonschools.org.
The last day for the Firm to submit the
RFQ to Anson County Schools is Friday,
January 4, 2019, before 4:00 p.m.

REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS

The Town of Marshville, NC, is seeking qualified applicants for a Meter
Technician.  Under general supervision, the employee’s major
responsibility is to perform field work in reading, installing and
testing water meters; performs other customer service field duties
related to meter reading and repair; and, performs additional
maintenance as needed.
Experience in meter reading, service and installation work is a plus. 
Application can be found online at www.marshville.org.
Send to attention of:

Town Clerk, 118 East Union Street, Marshville, NC 28103

Or email to: asutton@marshville.org

The Town of Marshville is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

You Decide: Can Small Towns Make a Comeback?
By Dr. Mike Walden:  North Carolina was once known as a state of small towns. The reason was the state

economy. Led by the “Big Three” of tobacco, textiles and furniture, the economy was organized around small
towns. Farmers took their crops and livestock to the closest town for processing and sale. Textile mills often located
near rivers and streams for power and built small villages for their workers. Small towns in the foothills close to
the state’s large forests were home to the furniture makers. 

Small towns in North Carolina were so popular that almost half the major league baseball teams in the 1940s
had minor league teams in the state. But the last forty years can be called the “age of the big city” in North
Carolina. Charlotte and the Triangle cities of Raleigh/Durham/Chapel Hill have been two of the fastest growing
metropolitan areas in the country. These regions have graduated from the minor leagues to the major leagues –
literally – with each now hosting major league teams.  

Again, the shift from small town to big city has been based on economics. Tobacco, textiles and
furniture are no longer the economic powerhouses they once were. Although still important, their
dominance has been replaced by technology, pharmaceuticals, financial services and others. These
sectors have developed and grown in big cities, taking advantage of proximity to research-oriented
universities and a continuous stream of college graduates.

So is our future one of the big getting bigger and the small getting smaller – that is, of our state’s big cities
continuing to grow at the expense of our smaller towns? A good case can be made for this outcome. For example,
there are forecasts of Wake County in the Triangle and Mecklenburg County in the Charlotte region doubling in
population from 2010 and 2050, while at the same time one-third of our counties - all rural - lose population.

Yet the future rarely moves in a straight line, and assuming past trends will continue can yield some of the worst
forecasts. The simple reason is that trends often reach tipping points.In fact, we may already be seeing some of
those tipping points in our big cities. Traffic congestion is one of them. As big cities pack more and more people
into the same geographic area, it’s a certainty the time we spend commuting will jump. Yes, projects are planned
or underway to add road capacity and build forms of mass transit, but such projects take time – years – to complete.  

Housing prices are another casualty of fast growing cities. Once again, it’s a matter of more people trying to
squeeze into the same space. Everyone wants a convenient residential location in big cities to minimize travel to
work, shopping and entertainment venues. Competition for these preferred locations automatically bids up prices
per square foot and makes both houses and apartments more expensive.

It’s the tipping points of these two necessities – commuting and housing – that some futurists say may eventually
take the luster off big cities and prompt the revival of small towns. If so, technology will play an important role is
this new “small is beautiful” movement. For example, telecommuting – which never had the take-off expected two
decades ago – may now be at the point of lift-off. As technology has become more sophisticated, faster and
upgraded with techniques like FaceTime and Skype facilitating face-to-face contact, telecommuting has enjoyed a
surge. Today, more people telecommute than use public transportation. Telecommuting could prompt a wave of
workers and their families leaving the crowded, expensive big cities for the quiet and
affordability of small towns.

But what about access to medical care, sophisticated shops and restaurants and
big-time colleges? It’s hard for small towns to compete with big cities on these attrib-
utes. Maybe not. Drone delivery of packages and food, remote medical care and online
education – all sure to improve in quality and availability in years ahead – could allow
small towns to have the best of both worlds – uncongested, affordable and yet with the
amenities of the big places.

Is there any evidence of a “back to the small town” movement? The U.S Census
reports that rural areas outside of big cities and their suburbs added population in the
last two years for the first time since 2010. In North Carolina, over half of our
municipalities with populations under 10,000 gained residents between 2015 and 2017.   

Here’s a future to contemplate. The nation – including North Carolina – will still
have an economy driven by big cities. Those choosing to live in big cities will be in
multi-floor high rises or in high-density, low square footage cottage homes on the city
edge. Cities will be surrounded by economically-linked “nodes,” or towns, where those
choosing to commute will use automated vehicles. Many will telecommute. The towns
will support lower-density living and quiet, unrushed lifestyles.

Is this what our state will look like in 2050? It’s possible. Much will depend on the
technology of how we work, how we travel and how we obtain goods and services.
But it will also depend on our individual choice of how and where we want to live.
In other words, we will decide!

Walden is a William Neal Reynolds Distinguished Professor and Extension Economist
in the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics at North Carolina
State University who teaches and writes on personal finance, economic outlook
and public policy.

Better Business Bureau Warns 
About Common Holiday Phishing Scams

While phishing scams are common throughout the year, consumers may be especially
vulnerable around the holidays as they shop more and are eager to find a good deal.
Better Business Bureau reminds customers to maintain good judgment when clicking
around on the internet.
• Look out for fake shipping notifications. These may look like they are coming from
UPS or FedEx and if you’re expecting a package, you may not hesitate to open it.
But these phony emails may include links or downloads that will either download
harmful viruses or try to capture sensitive personal information. Look for spelling or
branding errors in the email and hover over any links to see where it will take you.
• Beware of fake coupon offers on social media or via email. These fake coupons often
circulate around the holidays and require you to input your name and other personal
information before you can download the “coupon.” These are often set up to capture
sensitive information to use against you elsewhere. Go directly to the source to see
if they are really offering the coupon you’ve seen and remember, if it seems too good
to be true, it probably is.
• Shop on legitimate, secure websites. When shopping online, make sure the website
you are on is the one you intended to be on and not just a look alike. Type the URL
of a store into the search bar directly, rather than clicking a link to take you there.

Check out bbb.org to look up a business, file a complaint, write a customer review,
report a scam, read tips, follow us on social media, and more!

TOWN OF WADESBORO JOB OPENING

The Town of Wadesboro is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not 
discriminate in regards to race, sex, national origin or handicapped status.

Equipment Operator I

The Town of Wadesboro will be accepting
applications for an Equipment Operator I position in the

Sanitation Department.  Applicants must be of good
character, dependable, and have a valid North Carolina driver’s

license.  A Class “B” commercial driver’s license is required and a
Class “A” is highly desirable. 

Review of applications will begin immediately and position will
remain open until filled.  To ensure full consideration, applications
should be submitted by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, December 28, 2018.

An application may be obtained in person or printed from our
website at www.townofwadesboro.org/employment. 

Applicant should apply at the Wadesboro Town Hall, located at
124-126 East Wade Street, between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  A full
job description can be obtained at Town Hall.

Compensation is dependent on qualifications.

Salary range:  $25,593.44  -  $37,110.90

ARCHITECT’S PROJECT NO: 572065

ADVERTISEMENT TO BID

Sealed bids for construction of the Anson County Department of
Social Services Building will be received at:

Anson County DSS

118 North Washington Street

Wadesboro, NC 28170 

In the Break Room

Until but no later than 1:00 p.m., local prevailing time on Friday,
January 4, 2019. Bids will then be publicly opened and read
immediately thereafter.
A mandatory pre-bid conference will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Monday,
December 17, 2018, at:

Anson County DSS

118 North Washington Street

Wadesboro, NC 28170

In the Break Room

To receive a complete Invitation to Bid,

visit www.moseleyarchitects.com/bidding.

ANSON COUNTY

Department of 
Social Services Building

Anson County, North Carolina


