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Area Patrol and First Responders
Provide “Miracle on 74th Street”

Ever wonder how fast help would arrive if you are
stranded beside the road, if you were involved in an
accident, or if you had a situation which spiraled out
of your control? It would be my guess that we've all
had those thoughts and wondered how those particu-
lar moments would pan out. Ifound out for myself on
Sunday afternoon, which played out like a “Miracle on
74th Street.”

It was a typical and leisurely day, just like most
during the summertime months in Anson County, as
Allen and I drove across the scenic acreage of the com-
munity back roads. It just so happened there was a
bridge repair going on and, therefore, a detour guided
us back to Polkton to Highway 74. Through my writ-
ings you may have read one of my favorite quotes, “All
God's Angels come to us disguised,” and that's truly
what I believe to have happened on Sunday, as a small
but meaningful miracle occurred.

It wasn't by chance that we ended up in Polkton
that day, rather than far out in the middle of absolute-
ly nowhere. For Polkton offered us the greatest chance
for salvation in this particular situation. As we head-
ed back toward Wadesboro we looked up to see smoke
bellowing out the rear of the car, where the engine is
found on some sports cars. Fellow drivers passed
beside, honking and shouting, “Your car is on fire!” So
we headed to the nearest and best place to pull over.

Normally there is a fire extinguisher kept in the
trunk. Allen searched but to no avail. That's one les-
son learned right there. We should all be equipped
with an up to date fire extinguisher in all vehicles. As
it turns out, it's amazing how one simple piece of
equipment can save you or your possessions.

In the blink of an eye I looked up as I was tele-
phoning 911, Highway Patrol Officer Landric Reid was
already on the scene and coming to our aid with his
own fire extinguisher, and in a poof the fire was out. It
was a miracle! You see, after jumping from the car,
Allen and I opened the engine area and found blazes
lapping in all directions, even underneath. There was
no extinguisher and nothing to use to put out the omi-
nous blaze of yellow flames. Solemnly moving away
from the car we expected wholeheartedly to stand
there helplessly and watch it burn to the ground.
Instead, Officer Reid and a small host of firefighters
were quick to respond, took command of the situation,
and rather than towing away a fully charred hunk of
junk, Mr. David Williamson hauled a not so badly
burned car back to face repair.

The 911 dispatcher did a fantastic job of decipher-
ing my gibberish as I tried to pinpoint our exact loca-
tion, officer Reid was quick to react to a cloud of
smoke he just happened to observe while nearby, and
the Polkton Fire Department, with its fantastic new
truck and all the volunteers and firefighters, was on
the scene and helping within what seemed to be sec-
onds after our peril began. I kept thinking how lucky
to have this happen in a place that will always be near
and dear to me, Polkton, the town I grew up in and the
town I will forever call home, where I could reach my
mom who would come and pick me up, and now the
town whose people saved me. For me, they were all
Angels, disguised as patrol officers, firefighters, vol-
unteers, a mother and a 911 dispatcher, who lifted us
up and kept us out of harm’s way. Thank you for the
services you offer and the bravery that may go unno-
ticed, which leads me to the final lesson I learned.
Never again will I take for
granted what goes on in,
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WBTV Anniversary Celebratlon

July 15, 1949 - 2009

After many weeks/months of
“excited anticipation,” WBTV went
on the air with a “test pattern” on
July 15,1949. It remained that way
for some period of time until all of us
could get the sets in the field “set up.”

In those days you didn’t “just
take it out of the box,” plug it in the
outlet and begin loooking at the
picture - no way. In those days each
television set was removed from the
carton and you installed the picture
tube that was shipped in a separate
carton. Then you made the necessary
adjustments - yoke, ion trap, etc.
Then you turned the set on and tried
to get a picture or test pattern.

As safe shipping came along the
tube was better protected from breakage,
and this step was no longer necessary.

When WBTV went on the air,
the broadcast day was short (test
pattern only), but the daily broadcast
time increased as time moved on.
Changes, improvements, and technical
knowledge advanced rapidly - some of
the sets had a power transformer that

was, alone, as heavy as today’s entire tv
set - especially going from hand-wired
sets and tubes and the like to solid state!

All this technology has
changed our America so much.
Other than Doug Mayes and Arthur
Smith, most of the “tv beginners”
have gone on!

Asked if T miss making tv service
calls for $2.50 and paying shop rent of
$25 per month - and my first new
$1,600 service truck - with not even fog
lights!” Well you know, it is different -
instead of being 27, I am almost 87!!
Some of the original brands
RCA, Stromberg-Carlson,
Motorola, GE, Sylvania - none of
today’s ? brands - all non USA made.

All of this as we celebrate 60
years of television reception in North
Carolina with the “new” digital tv
broadcasting. As Allen says, “My,
that is a lot of water over the dam.”
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Austln Ph111p Hatley Wins Contest

Austin’s proud parents
are Philip and Genie
Hatley of Burnsville, and
his proud grandparents
are Linda Lowery of
Wadesboro, Charlie and
Pam Biles of Burnsville,
and Mark and Marsha
Hatley of Asheboro.

Austin Ph111p Hatley won
first place in the ‘Cutest
Cowboy and Cowgirl’ con-
test recently. The contest
was held on Saturday,
June 13 at Southern
Breezes Farm in Monroe
as part of the Family Fun
Day. This event was held
to benefit the United
States Equine Rescue.

More than 30 kids showed
up dressed to impress in
their cutest western attire,
but little two and a half
year old Austin stole the
hearts of the judges, win-
ning first place.

THERE’S A NEW STANDARD FOR DIESEL TRACTORS
KUBOTA STANDARD L SERIES TRACTORS

L2800 and L3400 with
Gear-Drive

Mechanical shuttle shift with
forward and reverse in low and
reverse ranges

2-WD or 4-WD

29 HP and 34.7 HP

New L2800 and L3400 with HST
3-range shift with cruise control
4-WD

29 HP and 34.7 HP

New L4400 with Gear-Drive

High horsepower, fast travel speed,
user-friendly features

2-WD or 4-WD
45.3 HP

3144 Highway 74 E.
Monroe © 704-233-4242
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Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7:30am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 8am - 12:00 pm
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EVERYTHING YOU VALUE

Everything you
need...

Including
Donnie’s .«
help!

-

H.W. Little & Company

Hardware and more, since 1894

109 South Greene Street
Uptown Wadesboro

704-694-2214
M-F 7:30a-5:30pm ¢ Sat. 8a-12pm

(s Al aboul servace!

“Commutted to continuously improq)e
the Quality and Pe1formance

of our Products and Service”

around and behind the
scenes of any given situa-
tion requiring the ser-
vices of those who protect
us so admirably. These
life lessons will prove
invaluable to me all the
days of my life.

It was an eventful day,
beginning with what was
meant to be a Sunday
drive in a beautiful sports
car to end with dinner at
our favorite sushi restau-
rant, the drive instead
ended with fried Ferrari!
But hey, without those
Angels watching over us,
this scenario could have
been a million times
worse and thanks to them
it all worked out in the
end, fried Ferrari and all!

By Melanie Morse

Democratic
Party Meets
July 30

The Democratic Party
will host their monthly
meeting on Thursday, July
30 at 6 p.m. at Hampton B.
Allen Library. All inter-
ested citizens are encour-
aged to please be present.

For more information,
please contact Vancine
Sturdivant, chair, at 704
848-4412 or vsturdi-
vant4261@windstream.net.

* Mastectomy Bras
* Breast Prostheses * Softee
Camisole I » Cameo
Custom Fitted Bras, Wigs
& Turbans ¢ Conservative
Swim Wear ¢ Medicare &

Insurance Filed //

1108 North 2nd Street
Albemarle, NC 28001

CARPENTER SALES and SERVICE

704-272-8573 * Highway 74, Polkton, NC

SUMMER SALE ENDS JULY 31
Big Savings on All In-Stock Units

DIXON ZERO-TURN LAWN MOWERS

46” TO 61” Cut In Stock Now
Financing Available ¢ 12 Months Same as Cash
Pricing Starts at $3,000

TANAKA AND EFCO COMMERCIAL
HAND HELD EQUIPMENT
RYOBI HOMEOWNER HANDHELD EQUIPMENT

Handheld Equipment Pricing starts at $50.00

NOW OFFERING NEW LEASE
T0 OWN STORAGE BUILDINGS!

PRICES SLASHED! No Credit  Slow Credit * Bankruptcy

BASE PLATE
DOUBLE CARPORT

NS08
Financing Available
1 30 Down

Minutes
From Most
Places In
Anson
County

¢ Fencing
* Trampolines
* Dog Kennels
* Gazebos

Our storage buildings are built to Florida Code
with Hurricane Brackets throughout.

* 30 year Exterior Warranty
* 2x6 Floor Joist, 16” Centers * 3/4” Plywood flooring
¢ All flooring material treated / 20 yr. guarantee.
* Double Braced Walls
* Pre-wired with light and power outlets

Many colors and custom options available.

NORRIS x5
& CARPORTS
Call Ben Taylor at 910-205-2982
® Hwy. 74 Bus. ® Hamlet, NC

[Service Specials |
We Now Have Exclusive State of

the Art Wheel Alignment and

Laser Tire Balancing Technology!

Benefits:

Better Gas Mileage
Better Tire Life

More Miles Per Gallon
No Ugly Weights On
Beautiful Wheels

Like New Ride and Drive
Eliminate Vibration
Eliminate Steering Pull/Drift
Geometrically Correct Car
and Truck Angles = Safety

Bottom Line, if you have
a ride problem, we can
correct it. Bring it ot us
for a complete inspection!

| $lO OFF (reg. $69.95) |

I With Coupon Only $59.95 1
4 WHEEL THRUST

I ALIGNMENT WITH THIS COUPON |

L Expires 07-24-2009
I Il I I B B S - ‘

We can handle ALL makes & models!

Service: 704-694-4770 ¢ Parts: 704-694-3127

HUNTLEY

Accessory
Wheels
& Tires

Available!

Chevrolet
Buick
Pontiac
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